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Chapter Elections
The Nominating Committee has presented the following list of candidates for the upcoming Chapter election to
be held at the Chapter meeting on Wednesday November
9, 2022.
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Walt Nicholson
Jim Latini
Kevin McJunkin
Bob Baker

Directors
Joe Radley (3 year term)
Open
(3 year term)
Open
(1 year term)
The above candidates, if they so choose, may remove
their name from the ballot at any time up to the election.
Nominations will be taken from now until the time of the
election and a call for nominations from the floor will be
taken immediately prior to the election.
We are asking all of you to please consider running for
any of the above positions. For information about the positions or what is required, please contact us. The contact
information is found on page 2 of this newsletter. Prior to
nominating someone, please check with them to see if
they are willing to serve in that position and you can nominate yourself.
This is your Chapter and we want you to be involved
in the future. We are very appreciative of everyone who
has served in some capacity in the past. There is no specific time requirements for these positions and the time
you devote is up to you. You can be as active as you
choose but what is important is that you are giving back.

Ashely Wilmont to Speak at Chapter
Meeting
Ashley Wilmont, a member of the
US Women’s Fly Fishing team will
speak about her experiences on the US
Team and most recently representing
the United States in Norway for the
first Women’s World Fly Fishing
Championship.
The meeting will be held on
Wednesday November 9, 2022 at 7
pm at the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church (807 W. 4th Street, Williamsport). The meeting is free and
open to the public. Parking and entrance to the Church is at the
rear of the building and enter off of Campbell Street.
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Chapter Contacts

Board of Directors
Dave Wonderlich (2022)
Joe Radley (2022)
Vacant
(2023)
Bill Worobec (2023)
Dave Craig (2024)
John Kolb (2024)

President
Walt Nicholson
Walt.nicholson10@gmail.com
Vice President
Jim Latini
17ftkayak@gmail.com
Secretary
Kevin McJunkin
kevinmcjunkin@comcast.net
Treasurer
Bob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net
Director Emeritus and Advisor
Bill O’Connor

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Bob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net
Web page: susquehannatu.com
Email: susquehanntu@gmail.com

Past President
Charles Knowlden

Susquehanna Chapter TU

Service Partnership Coordinator
Charles Knowlden
cjknow@comcast.net
(570)971-1296

Mailing Address:

PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703-132

Youth Committee
Gary Hockenberry, Adult Leader
(ghock26@gmail.com)
Samantha Harvey Co Chair
Wes Harvey Co Chair
Carter Hockenberry Co Chair
Asher Ulmer

Upcoming Events

January 27-29, 2023
The Fly Fishing Show, Edison NJ

November 1 - April 30, 2023
Mandatory cold weather life jacket requirement

February 8, 2023
Chapter Meeting

November 5, 2022
Pennsylvania Fly Fishing Museum Assoc banquet

March 4-5, 2023
The Fly Fishing Show, Lancaster, PA

November 9, 2022
Chapter Meeting - Annual Elections and Ashley Wilmont of
the US Women’s Fly Fishing team will speak about her experiences on the US Team and most recently representing the
United States in Norway for the first Women’s World Fly
Fishing Championship.

March 8, 2023
Chapter Meeting
March 14, 2023
Chapters 59th Birthday

January 1, 2023 - February 20, 2023
Extended Season: Stocked trout waters

April 1, 2023
State wide opening of Trout

January 11, 2023
Chapter Meeting

April 12, 2023
Chapter Meeting

January 26—29, 2023
Early Bird Sports Expo
Bloomsburg Fair Grounds

Our Official Newsletter
The Susquehanna Ripples is the official
newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of
Trout Unlimited. It is published 8 times a
year: January, February, March, April,
June/July, September, October, and November. Please consider submitting something of interest to our readers; a story,
stream report, recipe, photograph, gear
review, etc. Submissions received will be
placed in the next available issue. All submissions can be sent to susquehannatu@gmail.com / boblbaker@comcast.net.

Chapter meetings are held on the 2nd
If you have an event you
would like us to post on
our
event
calendar
(newsletter and webpage),
please send the information to us and we will
share it. It must be pertinent to our mission and to
our membership.
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Wednesday of each month and are free
and open to the public and begin at 7:00
pm (unless otherwise noted). Meetings are
held at the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W 4th St, Williamsport, PA 17701, in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted). Parking is
at the rear of the Church and enter off of
Campbell Street.
No meetings are held in May, June,
July, August or December
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PFAS DETECTED IN THE SUSQUEHANNA AS PART OF NATIONWIDE
TESTING HIGHLIGHT A NEED FOR
PROTECTIONS, AWARENESS

was in firefighting foams that have been used on military bases and airports.”
Because of the strength of their chemical bond, and
because they repel water so well, PFAS have been used
in
many
other
things.
“They used to be in wrappers that you’d get your
Whoppers and other fast food in, although I think that
has been phased out. They can be in carpeting and Teflon non-stick pan coating is another big source for people,” said Blazer.
“There are many other potential sources, and from
such a wide variety of places, they get into our ground
and surface water systems, and people can be exposed to
them there or even through the food they eat or the air
they
breathe.”
Other known sources for PFAS-related compounds
include stain-resistant products, paints, pesticides, certain shampoos and other personal care products, photography products, chemicals used for mining and drilling
and various polishes.

By John Zaktansky
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper
Posted on their blog October 18, 2022
Elevated levels of certain PFAS compounds were
found in the Williamsport area of the West Branch of
the Susquehanna River as part of a groundbreaking new
analysis of American waterways released today (Oct.
18, 2022). The study sounds the alarm on a PFAS pollution emergency via the report titled Invisible, Unbreakable, Unnatural: PFAS Contamination of U.S. Surface
Waters.
PFAS are a group of manmade chemicals that all
share some sort of fluorinated compound. These perand polyfluoroalkyl substances are widely linked to serious public health and environmental impacts and more
commonly
called
"forever
chemicals."
In late June, the Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper
Association collected an upstream sample from the deck
of the Hiawatha Paddleboat at its dock just above the
city and a downstream sample from the Greevy Boat
Ramp as a part of a nationwide PFAS testing program
conducted by the Waterkeeper Alliance and Cyclopure
laboratories.
Out of 114 waterways tested across the country, 83
percent were found to contain at least one type of PFAS
compound.
“When we began testing waterways for PFAS earlier
this year, we knew that our country had a significant
PFAS problem, but these findings confirm that was an
understatement. This is a widespread public health and
environmental crisis that must be addressed immediately
by Congress and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA),” said Marc Yaggi, CEO of Waterkeeper
Alliance. “To begin tackling this urgent problem, Congress should start by passing the Clean Water Standards
for PFAS Act of 2022, and EPA must prioritize using
the funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to
coordinate national monitoring and adopt regulatory
standards for PFAS contamination. This report provides
the information necessary for federal and state governments to take action and protect the health and safety of
our communities.”

What effects can they have?
While much of this research is still ongoing, according
to Blazer, PFAS effects have been monitored in labs
mostly on rats and mice and aquatically in certain model
fish species.
“They have shown a wide range of effects, including
lipid metabolism, which can be related to obesity. There
have also been some neurological effects, some cancers
and some developmental impacts,” she said. “Another
major effect in humans can be on the immune system.
We have found a connection between totals PFAs concentrations and impacts on lymphocytes, which are cells
that are associated with producing antibodies – like
when you get a vaccine – and are important in killing
virally
infected
cells.”
In addition, PFAS in certain testing has been related
to hypertension in pregnant women, kidney and testicular cancers, high cholesterol and thyroid disease.
Levels near Williamsport
The PFAS contaminant PFHpA, or perfluoroheptanoic acid, was found in 1 part per trillion (ppt) at the Hiawatha dock, but below detection standards at Greevy
Boat Launch, indicating a source for this compound
above the Hiawatha. According to the Human Toxome
Report, PFHpA is a “breakdown product of stain- and
grease-proof coatings on food packaging, couches and
carpets.” There are currently no restrictions on this compound’s production and use in the U.S.
PFHxA, or perfluorohexanoic acid, was found at a
level of 1 ppt upstream and 1.3 ppt downstream. It is
also used as a stain- and grease-proof coating on food
packaging as well as in various other household products. There are currently no restrictions on this compound’s production and use in the U.S.

What are PFAS and their sources?
According to US Geological Survey research fishery
biologist Vicki Blazer, the sheer number of PFASrelated
compounds
can
be
overwhelming.
“There are thousands of these sort of chemicals,
which is one of the things that can make them so difficult to get a handle on, understand their effects and locate their sources,” Blazer said. "They’re particularly
from point sources such as military bases and airports
primarily because the first real public awareness of them

Continued on next page
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PFAS DETECTED continued from previous page

PFAS research in fish

PFOA, or perfluorooctanoic acid, was found at a level of 1 ppt upstream and 1.1 ppt downstream of the city.
PFOA are used to make Teflon pan coatings as well as
being a breakdown product of stain- and grease-proof
coatings. According to the Human Toxome Report,
PFOA is a “likely human carcinogen” and has been documented in human blood serum. Most use and production has been voluntarily discontinued in the U.S. However, it does not break down or degrade in the environment,
so
human
exposure
continues.
PFOS, or perfluorooctanesulfonate, was not found in
the upstream sample in large enough quantity to register,
but was indicated at 1.1 ppt downstream. It has been
used as an active ingredient in Scotchgard prior to 2000.
A phase out was forced by EPA because concentrations
in human blood were becoming close to levels that harm
lab animals. Most of its use and production has been
discontinued in the U.S. According to the Human Toxome Report, PFOS “accumulates to a high degree in humans and wildlife and is known to damage the liver and
to produce severe birth defects in lab animals.”
It is worth noting that United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) issued updated Drinking Water Health Advisories in June 2022 for PFOS at 0.02 ppt
and PFOA at 0.004 ppt.

Blazer has been at the forefront of USGS research of
fish species and how PFAs are impacting them. Using
samples collected from smallmouth bass from 2013 to
2019 for long-term monitoring efforts on a wide range
of potential issues, including the intersexing of fish,
Blazer and her team have started analysis of blood plasma for PFAS.
“At the time we started this study, we weren’t thinking of PFAS, so we started with collected plasma from
2018 from four sites and we had it analyzed for 13 different PFAS compounds,” Blazer said. “We found four
of those compounds in every fish tested, and two other
compounds were found in some of the fish.”
The sites included the mouth of Pine Creek where it
flows into the West Branch of the Susquehanna River,
the west branch of the Mahatango Creek (which enters
the Susquehanna just above Liverpool), as well as two
spots in the Potomac watershed: at Antietam Creek and
the south branch.
“Considering the levels of PFAS in those tests, which
were the highest in Antietam and second-highest in the
Mahantango, we went back and submitted the plasma
from 2017 and 2019,” said Blazer, who added that
PFAS with longer-chained compounds (eight carbons
and above) seem to accumulate the most in fish samples.
“These can be traced back to pesticide application –
and not always just from the pesticide, but even PFAS
leeched from the container they come in. They can also
be traced back to biosolids that typically would come
from wastewater treatment plants, which can concentrate certain chemicals coming though, and if those biosolids are then used on an agricultural field, that can be a
problem.”

Levels elsewhere
A total of 113 local Waterkeepers collected samples
from 114 waterways across 34 states and the District of
Columbia (D.C.). Independent analysis indicates that 94
participating Waterkeeper groups confirmed the presence of PFAS in their waterways. Waterways in 29
states and D.C. were found to be contaminated by at
least one PFAS compound. However, many revealed the
presence of up to 35 different PFAS compounds.
In some places, the level of contamination is thousands to hundreds of thousands times higher than what
experts
say
is
safe
for
drinking
water.
The closest example of excessive levels was found in
samples collected by Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper
Ted Evgeniadis, along Kreutz Creek (a tributary to the
Susquehanna River) just above and below the company
Modern Landfill. The results were the worst overall
among all samples collected by Waterkeepers across the
country, finding levels of PFOS at 374.3 ppt and PFOA
at 847 ppt in addition to 25 other PFAS compounds at
very high levels.
“While the levels of PFAS found near Williamsport
may not have been as high as those along Kreutz Creek,
they also weren’t taken as closely to an identified potential contaminant source such as the landfill in Ted’s portion of the watershed,” said Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper John Zaktansky. “Among the many lessons
learned from this report nationwide, it is worth pursuing
more targeted testing above and below specific threats in
our greater watershed to better understand how prevalent they may be and what sources are contributing the
most to this issue.”

What’s next

In releasing this expansive study, members of the
Waterkeeper Alliance are hoping for more urgency from
Congress and the EPA to control persistent PFAS contamination across the country.
At a regional level, Blazer urges more awareness and
education. "I have found in talking to people that most
are not aware of PFAS at all. Like any contaminant issue, we need to educate the people on where these
things are coming from,” she said. “For example, I will
tell you that I have gotten rid of all my old Teflon cooking-ware. As people become more aware, they can make
similar changes at home and be more aware of their exposure
from
nearby
contaminants.”
It is also important to keep things in perspective, she
added.
Continued on next page
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“I try to be one of those glass-half-full people. Yes, there are dangerous emerging contaminants like PFAS, but I
always feel there is hope if we expand our education and awareness. Most people aren’t trying to pollute – for example, farmers aren’t spreading pesticides because they want to mess up the environment,” she said. “Raised awareness,
increased education, implementations of best management practices and upgrading wastewater treatment plants can
all have a positive impact. As people learn, many use better judgement and then we just do the best we can from
there.”
One element of her work that she feels will be an important aspect to watch is how these various emerging contaminants
interact
with
each
other.
“In the past few years, I have done research focused on estrogenic compounds, then I did work on Mercury in fish
and now it is PFAS. The bottom line is that a fish – or anything in the environment – is exposed to such a complex
mixture of various stressors. It can really make it hard to know what individual chemical effects may be,” she said. “I
think it is important that people recognize that because one of the things we are questioning now with PFAS is their
interactions with some of the things we know are already in those fish. How are those contaminants interacting with
each
other?”
For more updates on PFAS as they become available from this study and the ripple effect it creates, continue to
follow the conversation at MiddleSusquehannaRiverkeeper.org
Click here to see the extensive 71-page report from the nationwide PFAS testing initiative conducted by
Waterkeeper Alliance and Cyclopure.
https://waterkeeper.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Waterkeeper-Alliance-PFAS-Report-FINAL10.14.22.pdf

Fall Fishing

By Asher Ulmer
Many people think that the best fishing occurs in the spring through summer months, from April to July. After
that, many fish have been removed from streams, or swim to rivers to spawn. Very few fish stay near the area they
were stocked, however, if you find an area where there are still fish in the fall months, fishing can be just as exciting.
My dad and I found such a place this fall, and caught some monster fish!
On October 13, well into the fall season, my dad and I went to a new fishing spot we had heard had just gotten
restocked. I had never been there before, but my dad had, so we went to his favorite spot. It was a catch and release
only area in Lycoming County. The leaves had begun changing color and it was a beautiful place to be. The air was
crisp and the leaves were falling. I really didn’t think the fishing would be that good because it was fall, and was disappointed we did not go hunting instead. I rigged up my line with a trout magnet, and threw it in. Cast after cast I
threw, with no fish at the other end. I was beginning to get frustrated. After what seemed like a thousand casts later, I
finally landed a 21 inch rainbow trout. The colors were beautiful on it, and with the changing leaves in the background, it made for a great picture! My dad also caught two 19 inch and 20 inch rainbow trout. I was so excited and
became a believer of fall fishing successes, even if I had to put it back in the water!
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NEW ZEALAND MUDSNAIL RESPONSE PLAN ACTIVATED AT TWO
STATE FISH HATCHERIES

tions or within the digestive systems of any fish. While
disinfection, inspection, and quarantine operations will
continue to be conducted at affected SFHs indefinitely
as part of the ongoing risk assessment process, trout
from the Benner Spring and Pleasant Gap SFHs were
deemed to be unaffected by the presence of New Zealand Mud snails at the hatcheries. Throughout spring
and summer 2022, staff from the PFBC Division of
Fisheries Management conducted New Zealand Mud
snail surveys on select waters that had been stocked with
trout from the Benner Spring and Pleasant Gap SFHs
prior to the detection at the hatcheries in May 2022, and
no snails were found. In October 2022, several thousand fish were removed from quarantine at the affected
hatcheries and were approved for use in the PFBC's fall
and winter trout stocking operations.
The PFBC continues to work with operators of the
cooperative nurseries which were found to contain New
Zealand Mud snails. Thorough inspections, disinfection, and risk assessment processes will continue indefinitely to determine the appropriate use of the fish for
stocking operations.
Along with enhanced biosecurity measures now in
place, PFBC staff have, for many years, taken measures
to prevent the spread of New Zealand Mud snails, including frequent disinfection of hatchery gear and stocking equipment, and the installation of electrical barriers
where waters enter and exit the hatcheries to prevent the
movement of snails into the facilities. The PFBC has
consulted with a hydrogeologist to investigate water
sources at the affected SFHs and determine if alternative
water sources can be utilized to further prevent the
spread of New Zealand Mud snails into the facilities.
The PFBC also encourages anglers and boaters to
inspect and disinfect their gear in between each trip, especially when moving from one water to another. Tips
for disinfecting your gear can be found on the
PFBC website (Fishandboat.com).
New Zealand Mudsnails have been documented in
approximately 30 waters across Pennsylvania, including
several popular cold-water trout fisheries in central and
eastern Pennsylvania. Roughly the size of a match head
or even smaller, these snails are spread to new waters by
attaching to waders, fishing gear, and boats, and have
the potential to reach densities of hundreds or even thousands of snails per square foot of a streambed. New
Zealand Mudsnails are not harmful to humans but can
compete with and negatively impact native freshwater
invertebrate species, such as other snails and aquatic
insects.
PFBC News release, October 27, 2022

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
(PFBC) announced today that the Benner Spring and
Pleasant Gap State Fish Hatcheries (SFHs), both located
in Centre County, are operating under a special response
plan following the detection of invasive New Zealand
Mud snails on hatchery premises.
During a scheduled staff training at Benner Spring
SFH on May 31, 2022, New Zealand Mud snails were
detected within water supply plumbing inside a hatchery
building. It is important to note that while this is the
first detection of New Zealand Mud snails in a PFBC
hatchery, these snails are known to have been present
since 2010 in Spring Creek, Centre County, which is
adjacent to the Benner Spring facility.
The discovery at Benner Spring SFH prompted the
PFBC to immediately activate the New Zealand Mud
snail Prevention, Monitoring, and Response Plan, which
included suspending all transfers of fish into and out of
Benner Spring until further notice. Additionally, more
thorough inspections were scheduled at Benner Spring
and all other state fish hatcheries and cooperative nurseries across Pennsylvania that are connected to or near
waters that are known to contain New Zealand Mud
snails. During this process, New Zealand Mud snails
were detected at the Pleasant Gap SFH, which is adjacent to the Logan Branch of Spring Creek, a water also
known to contain the invasive snails. Inspections at all
other SFHs were negative. Four cooperative nurseries
operated by volunteer conservation organizations in
Northampton, Lehigh, and Franklin counties, were
found to contain New Zealand Mud snails.
While New Zealand Mud snails were not detected in
areas of the Benner Spring and Pleasant Gap SFHs
which contained fish, under the response plan, immediate action was taken to enhance biosecurity measures at
all SFHs and conduct a high-level risk assessment. Actions included the installation, repair, or replacement of
bird netting over fish raceways; installation of additional
freezers at the hatcheries to be used for the disinfection
of waders; and installation of additional electrical barriers around hatchery facilities to prevent snail movement
into the hatcheries. Large scale disinfection operations
were conducted at Benner Spring and Pleasant Gap
SFHs that included the cleaning and drying of raceways
using high pressure and high temperature steam, and the
use of propane torches to burn any organic material
within the raceways. Quarantine zones were established
within the hatchery raceways for the monitoring of
groups of fish, and sampling of fish digestive material
was conducted on hundreds of fish to detect any presence of New Zealand Mud snails.
While continuing to follow these strict operational
protocols for several months, there have been several
additional detections of New Zealand Mud snails at
Benner Spring and Pleasant Gap SFHs, although no
snails have ever been detected among the fish popula-

https://www.media.pa.gov/pages/fish-and-boatcommission-details.aspx?newsid=485
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ous legislation aimed at reducing pollution in cerThe Clean Water Act – A Perspective

tain areas but nothing as sweeping and enforceable
as the 1972 law. The first Clean Water Act in 1899
applied only to rivers and harbors in coastal areas.
In 1948 congress passed the Federal Water Pollution Control Act followed in 1965 by the Water
Quality Act. Enforcement of these laws was spotty
as there was little money allocated for their enforcement. The interpretation of these regulations
was arbitrary and inconsistent.
Since 1972 municipalities, states, and industry
have been required and encouraged to work together to mitigate sources of pollution and treat biological and industrial waste so that it has little or no
negative impact to the environment. The damaged
streams previously mentioned have been improved
considerably. Rulings from several court cases
have resulted in increasing the jurisdiction of the
act to headwaters and non-navigable wetlands.
These regulations have been in a state of flux and
have been modified several times. In 2021, the
EPA and Army Corps of Engineers, the agencies
responsible for enforcing the regulations, announced a commitment to repeal and replace the
rule that defines which waters and wetlands should
be protected. This is going to require an analysis of
previously unassessed waters and wetlands with the
cooperation of federal, state, and local agencies.
Hopefully these reviews of the regulations will take
into consideration the scientific research conducted
by conservation organizations such as the Theodore
Roosevelt Conservation Partnership and Trout Unlimited. We must remain diligent in the protection
of our waters.

By Charlie Knowlden

As a child spending time at my grandparent’s
home in Ralston, PA, I had the privilege of fishing
with my grandfather in Lycoming Creek. There
was good trout fishing in a large hole called the
Boom just below a railroad bridge on the north end
of town. Just above that bridge a tributary called
Red Run enters Lycoming Creek. That tributary
bordered the back of my grandparent’s property.
My cousins and the neighbor kids used to play in
that creek and I wondered why we never saw any
fish there. There were not even any minnows. My
grandfather explained that there was too much acid
in the water for fish to survive. I didn’t understand
this because the headwaters of Red Run were on
our family’s hunting camp property. The beavers
had built a dam there and there were fish in the
pond behind the dam. He explained that there was
an abandoned coal mine near Red Run that leaked
mine acid into the stream. I just accepted that as a
side effect of progress.
Growing up along the banks of the Susquehanna
River in South Williamsport, I was never allowed
to swim in the river and only occasionally fished
for carp or suckers. The neighbor kids that did
swim often came away with ear infections and other illnesses. When I did manage to get a fish from
the river, my dad would bury it in the garden for
fertilizer as he said they weren’t fit to eat. He did
have a productive garden.
In the 1960’s, I attended college on the banks of
the Monongahela River in Southwestern PA and
noticed that that river was heavily polluted from
mine discharge and industrial waste to the point
that it wouldn’t support aquatic life. There were
barges of coal shipped down the river from coal
mines in PA and West Virginia. They were headed
to the steel mills that lined the banks of the river in
Pittsburgh and south. Being an Industrial Arts Education Major, I was concerned about the future negative impacts of industry on the environment and
began to pay more attention to the situation. During that time in college and afterward, I had the opportunity to fish in some of the tributaries to the
Monongahela that had been unspoiled by mining
and other pollutants and I wondered if the affected
streams and rivers could ever be restored.
In 1972, Hurricane Agnes severely damaged
many of our large as well as small streams along
with a good deal of our homes and other infrastructure along those streams. That same year, the Clean
Water Act was passed. For the first time in my life,
I saw a concerted effort to clean up our streams and
the environment in general. There had been previ-

October 18, 2022
Resources for more information on the Clean Water Act
Clean Water Act 50th Anniversary
(https://cwa50.org)
Summary of the Clean Water Act
(https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-cleanwater-act)
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Coja Yamashita explained that the PFBC will develSusquehanna Chapter Trout Unlimited
op
a fish inspection health protocol that will be tied to
October 12, 2022 Meeting Minutes
but not a part of the regulations. The purpose is to preKevin McJunkin, Secretary

vent the importation of pathogens such as gill lice.
Cooperative hatcheries are already doing health monitoring. No new information will be required. Coops
can stock in other than stocked trout water, so long as
fishing is open to the public.
Someone asked if private nurseries are being inspected by the Dept. of Ag? The answer is no. The Ag Dept
regulates fish that are being raised for food; PFBC regulates fish that are stocked in waterways of the Commonwealth. A person or club purchasing fish from a private
hatchery needs to make sure they have been inspected
for gill lice as currently required and meets other standards as may be required under the health protocol.
There was a comment about felt soles spreading
pathogens and invasive species. Dr. Mel Zimmerman
said the CWI is on the lookout for invasive species such
as Didymo, gill lice, etc. and also wanted to know if
there would be more restrictions for anglers such as
cleaning boots, felt soles, etc.
PFBC responded that there are many vectors but this
proposed regulation does not address this issue.
What are the grounds to deny a club from stocking?
Can’t stock a Class A water now other than a few codified exceptions. The PFBC also said that there may be
restrictions on stocking a newly reclaimed lake e.g.
Tiger Muskie could unbalance a lake restoration.
Dr. George Urlacher asked if the carrying capacity of
the stream is considered when making stocking authorizations? He is concerned about over-stocking. PFBC
said that 85% of stocked waters either have no or limited
wild trout. They consider the presence of wild trout
when they classify streams. The PFBC is not stocking
Class A or B waters.
David Rothrock asked “how many states already require stocking authorization?” The response was over
30 states. Basically, PA is the only state in the Northeast without stocking authorization.
Joe Radley asked if there would be any difficulty in
bringing unassessed waters into the program? The response was that a number of recent Class A additions
(which cannot be stocked) were the result of the unassessed waters program, and that they will continue to
work with the colleges to complete the stream assessments.
He also asked if the Trout in the Classroom program
will be required to submit the stocking authorization
forms. PFBC said the TIC coordinator will be responsible. The TIC program is a very low biomass so will
have little impact on trout populations.
Joe Radley commented that education of anglers is
important to prevent problems with introduction of invasive species, stocking of undesirable species, etc. Bob
Caccese responded that he agrees, and that the public
needs to inform other anglers of the rules. He also said
that there is a new Bureau Director for social media to
help get the word out.

Because of the interest in the proposed stocking regulation of the PFBC, we felt it is important to share the
minutes of our October meeting with you. This items
was removed from the Commissioners October agenda
so that PFBC officials can continue working to modify
and improve it.
Attendees: approximately 40 (see sign in sheet)

SCTU, the Lycoming College Clean Water Institute
(CWI), and the PA Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC)
held a public information and outreach forum at 7:00
PM on October 12, 2022 on the proposed rulemaking
announced by the PFBC on the issue of preventing undesirable aquatic organisms and diseased and undesirable fish into the waters of the Commonwealth from activities including fishing, boating, private hatchery operations, fish stocking practices, and use of certain live
baits. The proposal appeared in the PA Bulletin on June
18, 2022. The formal public comment period ended on
September 17 but the PFBC extended that period until
October 15, 2022. Speakers at the meeting included
Robert Caccese, David Nihart, and Coja Yamashita of
the PFBC.
Dr. Mel Zimmerman of the CWI welcomed the attendees and read a brief summary of the proposed regulations. Walt Nicholson, SCTU President, thanked Lycoming College for hosting the forum. He introduced
some of the notable attendees at the meeting, including
Eric Hussar, Regional Commissioner to the PFBC. He
also encouraged the attendees to attend the November
9th Chapter Meeting, featuring Ashley Wilmont, who
will speak about her experiences on the US Women’s
Fly Fishing Team.
Bob Caccese, PFBC Director of Policy, Planning &
Communications, introduced the other PFBC staff present at the meeting. He stated that the intent of the forum was to inform the public on PFBC’s goals and
needs for the regulation, as well as looking for ideas and
recommendations to improve the proposal and make the
program work most effectively for all parties involved.
Caccese said that Chapters 71 & 73 of PA Code 58
addresses the introduction of fish into Commonwealth
waters. It was created in the mid-1980’s and needs to be
updated to address aquatic invasive species (such as hydrilla, zebra mussels) and healthy fisheries (stocked and
wild). He said that no action was contemplated on the
Proposal at the October PFBC meeting.
David Nihart of the PFBC stated that more than 1000
comments have been received, with many in opposition
to the proposal, expressing concerns about how to measure fish health and stocking authorization. He said that
the first Phase of the program starting 1/21/23 will be a
notice of stocking. Hatcheries don’t need approval to
stock anywhere as long as it is an approved species.
Stocking authorization doesn’t start until 1/1/25.

Continued on next page
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Treasurer’s Report
April 1, 2022 through October 31, 2022
Joe Radley commented that education of anglers is imBy Bob Baker, Treasurer

portant to prevent problems with introduction of invasive species, stocking of undesirable species, etc. Bob
Caccese responded that he agrees, and that the public
needs to inform other anglers of the rules. He also said
that there is a new Bureau Director for social media to
help get the word out.
Bill Worobec, our former PFBC Regional Commissioner, said that the proposed regulations are part of the
process that was initiated a long time ago. He was on
the Board that wrote the policies and established the
framework. He thanked the current Commissioners and
Staff for their progress on this important issue.
Bob Caccese of the PFBC thanked the attendees for
their participation and comments. He said that all comments will be considered by the PFBC whether they are
received before or after the formal public comment period ends on Oct. 15th. The Forum was adjourned about
8:30.
Next Chapter meeting: November 9 , 2021 at 7 pm
at Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W 4th St,
Williamsport PA 17701 - Annual Elections and Speaker
Ashley Wilmont of the US Women’s Fly Fishing Team.

Checking Account

Be Safe while Fishing
Over the next 2 months, there will be a large increase in the number of hunters in the woods with
the rifle firearms seasons starting. We want you to
still be able to enjoy the great fishing opportunities
that still exist during this time.
Anglers and Hunters can share the woods at the
same time but please be safe and wear fluorescent
orange on at least your head but preferable with a
vest of jacket. Please refer to the September issue
of the Susquehanna Ripples, or the PA Game Commission webpage, for the upcoming hunting seasons.

Opening balance (4/1/22)

$

Deposits:
From Savings
Donations
Merchandise Sold

$14,100.00
$ 2,252.50
$
50.00

Total Deposits

$16,402.50

Checking Account Expenses
Church Donation
Chapter meetings
Fundraising
General Expense
Post Office Box Rental
Sales Tax
Transfer to Savings
Youth Programs
Memberships

$ 300.00
$ 96.91
$ 125.00
$ 24.99
$ 166.00
$
1.53
$ 3,150.00
$ 25.46
$ 40.00

Total Expenses

$3,929.89

Checking Account ending
Balance

880.65

$13,353.26

Savings Account
Opening Balance (4/1/22)

$27,494.56

Deposits
Dividend
From Checking

$
6.87
$ 3,150.00

Expenses
Transfer to Checking

$14,100.00

Savings Account Ending
Balance

$16,551.43

Money In Bank
Checking
Savings

$13,253.26
$16,551.43

Total in Bank $29,804.69

Donations Received

Loyalsock Creek watershed Association
Anonymous
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$250
$2.50

Since 1964, the core mission of our Chapter is to work to make positive contributions to the protection,
conservation and restoration of our Coldwater fisheries and their watersheds of North Central Pennsylvania

