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Susquehanna Ripples 

Chapter Election Results 
 
     The annual Chapter Elections were held at the No-
vember 10, 2021 Chapter meeting..  The following were 
elected at that meeting to guide the Chapter in 2022.  
 

1 year term 
President: Walt Nicholson 
Vice President: Jim Latini 
Secretary: Kevin McJunkin 
Treasurer: Bob Baker 
 
2 Directors elected for 3 year term 
 Dave Craig 
 John Kolb 
 
     The entire membership wants to thank the above in-
dividuals for their willingness to service and help lead 
the Chapter in the upcoming year. 
     We want to welcome Jim Latini back to the Board.  
Jim recently served as director and has a long history of 
serving the Chapter in various capacities and being an 
advisor.  Jim accepted the nomination of Vice President 
because it was open and he saw the importance of hav-
ing someone in that position.  Thanks Jim for filling this 
position and your knowledge and expertise is valued. 
     At the same time, we want to welcome John Kolb to 
the position of Director.  John has attended our annual 
fly tying class's for a number of years and has become 
more involved in our Chapter.  We welcome John and 
look forward to working with him.  
 

January Chapter Meeting Cancelled 
       
    Because of the rise of COVID cases in our area over 
the holiday season, we felt it best to cancel our January 

chapter meeting.  We are planning for future meetings 
and activities.  
 

John Zaktansky at February Meeting 
 
     Many of you already know John Zaktansky.  For 
those of you who don’t, John is the Middle Susquehanna 
Riverkeeper and we have tentatively planned for him to 
speak at the February Chapter Meeting.  John will high-
light his new book, Sentinels of the Susquehanna, and 
describe the current goals, priorities, and projects of the 
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association.  His 
book is very readable collection of stories about issues 
impacting the Susquehanna watershed, the people and 
organizations working to protect it, and things that eve-
ryone can do to help in the effort. 
     We hope to be able to have the meeting in person at 7 
pm on Wednesday February 9, 2022.  We are also look-
ing into having the meeting viewed via zoom as well. 

Walt Nicholson 
 

A message from the Editor 
 

     Because our Chapter meeting has been cancelled, I 
felt it was still important to highlight the many groups 
that work so hard to protect and restore our waterways.  
A list of those groups can be found in this newsletter. I 
have also included some articles on the theme of our 
watersheds. 
     We also pay tribute and recognize our friend Bill 
O’Connor.  Bill recently moved from the area and he 
was recognized at our November meeting.  Bill is the 
last surviving founder of our Chapter and has had an 
absolutely amazing life and contributions to the restora-
tion, preservation or our waterways and to the fishing 
community.                                                      Bob Baker 
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The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah.  The picture was taken by  
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April.  The picture is used with 

his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.  

This month’s Where in the World?  Because January is out annual watershed 
summit, I felt it was important to find art that honored our watershed.  “Water 
sustains all life on earth, and the availability of water has been a vital factor in 
the rise and fall of human cultures.  Water conservation and the preservation of 
the hydrospehere have become subjects of primary importance for humanity in 
general. In this piece, I tried to show the dependence of humans and nature on 
water. The woman waters the tree which in turn provides fruit and shade for 
us.” 
 
The statue, Ebb and Flow: a sculpture on the theme of water conservation, is  
cold cast bronze statue was installed in 2005 and is 6 feet high x 3 feet wide x 
3 feet deep.  Answer on page 9 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iconfinder.com%2Ficons%2F483484%2Ffacebook_logo_media_multimedia_network_social_icon&psig=AOvVaw0r6Crf4z1c_V092cNFMyPo&ust=1520350594226640
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Front row left to right: Walt Nicholson, Bob Spencer, Jim Latini, Ed Danneker, Bill O’Connor, Dave Craig, Dave 
Rothrock, Joe Radley. 
Back row left to right: Charlie Knowlden, Steve Szoke, Bob Baker, Kevin McJunkin, John Kolb, Rick Kinzer, Isaac 
Bragunier 

Honoring a Great Man and Friend 
 

By Bob Baker and Walt Nicholson   
 
     As we go through life we meet many people. Some 
will become friends, colleagues, teachers and someone 
you can get advice from and always turn to.  Every once 
in a while we are fortunate to meet someone who meets 
all the above and influences us and in one way or anoth-
er. 
     At the November chapter meeting, we were able to 
recognize such a man. Bill O'Connor is starting his 60th 
year as a member of trout Unlimited and 58th year as a 
member of our Chapter. 
    He has touched thousands upon thousands of lives 
over the years and even though he has slowed down 
considerably, he is only a phone call away to ask for 
help or guidance. 
    As he and Doris Hille began dating, Bill was intro-
duced him to her parents, Hilda and Ernie Hille who 
owned E. Hille. Bill could never have imagined how 
Doris and her parents would change the course and path 
of his life. 
     Prior to meeting Doris, Bill was a bait fisherman and 
now he was being exposed to fly fishing and fly tying.  
He started to work part time for E Hille 1948 filling or-
ders, running errands, and learning all he could about 
this new and exciting hobby. 
     He graduated from Williamsport High School in 
1951 and immediately enlisted in the Navy.  He and Do-
ris married in December of that year and saw each other 
when leave would allow Bill to travel home. 

     Upon honorable discharge from the navy in 1954, he 
immediately went to work full time for E. Hille.  Bill’s 
influence on the business could be seen immediately as 
he encouraged Ernie to sell to all anglers and not just fly 
fisherman.  In 1956 the business became E. Hille, An-
glers Supply house and sold everything a do it your-
selfer could want. 
     Ernie was introducing Bill to all his friends and cus-
tomers and learning everything there was about the busi-
ness.  Ernie taught Bill how to tie flies and build rods.  
The rod making business exploded through the years to 
the point that Bill was building 4 + rods a day that he 
had to hire a full time rod maker. 
     Ernie was a dry fly fisherman and that is what Bill 
learned and became quite proficient at it. Ernie and Bill 
would often meet these customers on a local stream or 
be invited to their homes or lodge for a fishing venture. 
     One such customer was Charlie Wetzel.  He and Bill 
arranged to meet on the famous Penn’s Creek for a day 
of fishing.  Charlie knew Bill did not know how to fish 
wet flies and helped him on this trip.   
     They met on Penn’s Creek and found a beautiful 
stretch.  Charlie instructed Bill to start at the top of a run 
and work his way down.  Bill made casts and let his fly 
drift down then retrieve it, take a few more steps down-
stream and repeat the process.  Bill got to the bottom of 
the run after making several casts and had not caught a 
fish.  He told Charlie that there must not be any fish or 
they just weren’t hungry. 
 

Continued on next page 
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 Honoring a Great Man and Friend continued 
 
 Charlie had been watching him fish the run the entire 
time and immediately saw something was doing wrong.  
Charlie said that he would give it a try and went to the 
head of the run, made a cast and caught a wild trout im-
mediately.  He continued down the run, just as Bill had 
done, and caught several trout in the same run where 
Bill failed to catch any. 
     Bill was confused as they were using the same fly 
and Charlie ask him what he was doing that Bill wasn’t.  
Bill could not figure it out and Charlie said “you have to 
mend your line.”  By mending your line you would 
bring the fly to the surface and give it movement in the 
water.   
     Charlie told him to go back out and try and wouldn’t 
you know it, Bill started catching fishing.  Mending the 
line was one of the most important things he learned and 
when talking to him about fishing today, Bill still says 
that you have to mend your line. 
   In 1964, Bill and a group of friends founded the Sus-
quehanna Chapter of TU after a year work.  Bill is the 
only remaining founder of that original group.  After the 
Chapter was formed, Bill held  all the various elected 
positions within the Chapter and took key roles in many 
projects.  One of the most notable was the Gray’s Run 
improvement project that gained the attention of Nation-
al TU and others.  He served as Northern Region Vice 
President for the State Council of TU;  Director for the 
National TU, Director for the State Council, served as 
program Chair for the annual Trout Kickoff, Chapter 
advisor since the early 1980’s, as well as serving on 
many committees and work groups 
     His dedication to conservation, teaching and further-
ing the goals to Trout Unlimited earned him the Order 
of the Hat given out the Harrisburg fly fishers in 1979 
and the Order of the Tie by the Chapter. 
     Bill and Doris took ownership of E. Hill Anglers 
Supply in 1968 when Hilda and Ernie Retired. The busi-
ness continued to grow and he was started teaching fly 
tying class’s on the side.  His class’s were so well at-
tended and each participant paid $10 for an 8 session 
course.  That was a lot of money and showed what the 
students thought of him.  He continued teaching fly ty-
ing classes until our last class in 2019.  
     Bill worked full time for E. Hille for 37 years before 
retiring and was able to meet anglers from all walks of 
life and fame. Some the of  notable anglers and custom-
er that Bill fished with include John Alden Knight, 
Richard Allen Knight, Al Troth, Ernest Schwiebert, 
New York Anglers Club, Vince Marinaro, Charlie Fox, 
Ed Koch, Albin Grove, Lefty Kreh, George Harvey, Joe 
Humphries, Ed Zern, Charlie Meck, Greg Hoover, Eric 
Leiser, Bruce Brubaker, Lee and Joan Wulff, and our 
own Bob McCullough, Don Daughenbaugh and Mike 
O’brien. 
     He built rods for John Alden Knight and Lefty Kreh 
and we will never know if Bill’s rods were the ones to 

help put them in the record books and in becoming leg-
endary anglers.      
     His knowledge of fishing and techniques continued 
to improved and others began seeking his help.  He 
taught many basic casting and fly fishing class’s and 
started guiding as a result.  Even though someone knew 
how to fly fish, they may not have known how to fish 
particular water or certain techniques.   
    He has guided for hundreds of anglers but some nota-
ble clients are President Jimmy Carter, Former Senators 
John Heinz, Alan Simpson, and John Dancroft.  Bill was 
guiding and learning this business from Bob 
McCullough, Don Daughenbaugh, and Jerry walls. 
     Bill’s attentiveness to detail and putting the custom-
er / student first made him a sought after teacher and 
friend.  Bill and Doris took E. Hill to unimaginable 
heights of growth and when they retired, they had over 
35,000 customers and supplied 162 stores worldwide. 
     Bill left his mark on everyone he met and worked 
with. He has sold off his fly tying and rod building sup-
plies but could not get rid of his fishing gear.  He still 
hopes to get out on the streams every once in a while 
and still fool the trout into taking one of the many flies 
he has tied. 
     We are truly grateful for Bill’s leadership, expertise, 
and willingness to help anyone and everyone.  Even 
though he has moved from the area, he has chosen to 
remain a member of this Chapter. 
     Bill is truly a special person and we, and the thou-
sands of people he has interacted with, thank him for 
everything he has done and taught us.  He has left a per-
manent mark on us all. 
     Even though he is no longer in the area, he remains 
only a phone call away to answer our questions, advise 
us on a Chapter issue, or just to give us advise on a fa-
vorite fishing hole. 

 

Trevor Dietrich 
Jacob Jones 

Linda Kowalchuck 
Charles Kuntz 

Thomas McGovern 
 

Randy Raub 
Ralph Shaffer 
Dean Showers 
Thomas Tilson 

Ross Yagel 
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Thank you to our Watershed 
and Conservation Groups 

      
     The Susquehanna Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited would like to thank 
all the Watershed Organizations and 
Outdoor Conservation Groups and 
Individuals that work so hard to pro-
tect our resources.  We know the 
amount of work that you do and that 
this work is done with limited re-
sources (financially and manpower).  
We applaud you for everything that 
you have done and look forward to 
continuing our relationship and 
working with you in the future. 
     North Central Pennsylvania is a 
much better place because of your 
efforts and dedication and we can 
not thank you enough.   
     Please contact any of the groups 
mentioned above or listed in the Jan-
uary 2020 issue of the Susquehanna 
Ripples to see how you can help , 
and support, them.        

Black Hole Creek Watershed  
Association  
35 South Main Street  
Montgomery, PA 17752-0125  
BeckyatRiverside@aol.com  
 
Consolidated Sportsmen Of 
Muncy Creeks  
660 Clarkstown Rd Muncy, PA 
17756  
mcbadger@gmail.com  
 
Lycoming College Clean Water  
Institute  
700 College Place  
Williamsport, PA 17701  
zimmer@lycoming.edu  
 
Loyalsock Creek Watershed  
Association  
PO Box 216  
Montoursville, PA 17754-0216  
loyal2thesock@gmail.com  
 
Lycoming Audubon Society  
PO Box 4053  
Williamsport, PA 17701  
lycomingaudubon@gmail.com  
 
Lycoming County Conservation  
District  
542 County Farm Road, Suite 202  
Montoursville, PA 17754  
centz@lyco.org  
 
Lycoming County Planning  
Commission  
48 W. 3rd Street  
Williamsport, PA 17701  
jbillings@lyco.org  
 
Lycoming Creek Anglers Club  
2079 Blair Street  
Williamsport, PA 17701-2871  
 
Lycoming Creek Watershed  
Association  
PO Box 127  
Trout Run, PA 17728  
mditchfi@pct.edu  
 
Middle Susquehanna  
Riverkeepers Association  
112 Market Street  
Sunbury, PA 17801  
midsusriver@gmail.com  
 
 

Muncy Creek Watershed Assoc  
PO Box 47  
Muncy, PA 17756-0047  
andreay@windstream.net  
 
North Central Pennsylvania  
Conservancy  
PO Box 2083 Williamsport, PA 
17701  
rcarey@npcweb.org  
 
PA Bureau of Forestry  
6735 Route 220 Highway  
Dushore, PA 18614  
rglinski@pa.gov  
Mbeaver/@pa.gov  
 
PA Bureau of Forestry  
10 Lower Pine Bottom Road  
Waterville, PA 17776  
tcasilio@pa.gov  
 
PA Council of Trout Unlimited  
PO Box 5148  
Bellefonte, PA 16823  
 
PA Department of Environmental 
Protection  
208 W. 3rd Street  
Suite 101  
Williamsport, PA 17701  
meglehman@pa.gov  
 
Pine Creek Preservation Associa-
tion  
PO Box 11  
Waterville, PA 17776  
bphoffma@verizon.net  
 
Pine Creek Watershed Council  
118 Main Street  
Wellsboro, PA 16901  
jmwvr69@gmail.com  
 
Sullivan County Conservation  
District 9219 Route 487 Suite B 
Dushore, PA 18614  
 
 
Susquehanna Greenway Partner-
ship  
301 Market Street, Suite 649  
Lewisburg, PA 17837  
cellison@susquehannagreenway.org  
 
 
 
 

Tioga County Planning  
Commission  
118 Main Street  
Wellsboro, PA 16901  
knelson@tiogacountypa.us  
 
Trout Unlimited  
Eastern Brook Trout Initiative  
643 Mills Hill Road  
Wellsboro, PA 16901  
klavelle@tu.org  
 
US Geological Survey  
439 Hepburn Street  
Williamsport, PA 17701  
jclune@usgs.gov  
 
Waterdale Environmental Educa-
tion Center  
c/o Williamsport Municipal Water 
Authority  
253 W. 4th Street  
Williamsport, PA 17701  
 
West Branch Regional Authority  
127 Girton Drive  
Muncy, PA 17756  
ericm@westbranch-ra.org  
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Chesapeake Bay Journal Film: Water's Way 
- Thinking Like A Watershed 

By Tom Horton, Chesapeake Bay Journal 

    Faithful readers know that I have become a beaver 
believer. For most of the time that the Chesapeake Bay 
has existed, beavers by the millions inhabited every 
nook and cranny of the six-state watershed (and most of 
North America). 
     By damming, digging and ponding, the rodents con-
trolled the continent’s hydrology and shaped the land-
scape in ways that delivered profoundly cleaner, clearer 
water to streams and rivers and estuaries. Their work 
also created rich habitats for a host of other denizens of 
the air and swamps. 
     So the premise of a forthcoming Bay Journal film, 
Water’s Way: Thinking Like A Watershed, is that more 
beavers — virtually trapped out by the 1750s — could 
significantly and cost-effectively boost Bay restoration. 
     But humans have expanded their presence in the re-
gion since the beavers’ heyday, from an estimated 
165,000 Native Americans to some 18 million moderns, 
and that obviously precludes re-beavering to the max. 
     Still, there is immense potential. Beavers are adapt-
ing to even highly developed locales; we have filmed 
wonderful wetlands complexes they have built behind a 
Royal Farms in the pavement-clad heart of Baltimore’s 
White Marsh-Middle River urbanization. 
     And they are relentless, bundles of instinct and com-
pulsion, constantly expanding their projects up and 
down every stream, always exploring around the next 
bend, and the next, and the next (kind of like humans). 
     So what ecologists term “carrying capacity” — phys-
ical habitat — for beavers to return abounds. The real 
question is “cultural carrying capacity”: the willingness 
of landowners and governments to accommodate a crit-
ter who chews trees and plugs drainageways and floods 
landscapes for a living. 
     The Bay Journal film I’m working on with Dave 
Harp and Sandy Cannon-Brown aims to expand that 
cultural carrying capacity, to show why we must cham-

pion beavers (and emulate them) and to show that there 
are relatively simple, cheap ways for humans and bea-
vers to coexist. 
     But the journalist in me cautions the believer in me 
against overselling beavers or portraying them as quick 
and easy solutions to the Bay’s health. Beavers don’t 
give a damn about restoration goals or coexistence with 
humans. They are too busy being beavers. 
     Being our salvation doesn’t mean being our buddies. 
     When beavers move in, their flooding and chewing 
can initially degrade forests, creating a more open, sun-
ny complex of braided stream channels and weedy vege-
tation — which to many people looks messy. 
     More ecologically sophisticated folks than I (The 
Nature Conservancy) have trapped out beavers that were 
ruining nesting trees for great blue herons. Post-
trapping, the herons moved anyhow, for reasons known 
only to herons. 
     The beavers that Ken Staver, an ag research scientist 
and farmer, initially welcomed on his farm undermined 
a dirt roadway, causing a hauler to flip over and spill 
several tons of corn into the water. Ken still likes bea-
vers, but now more guardedly and with some trapping to 
keep them in check. 
     Allie Tyler, with a large property near Easton, has 
made a game of it in retirement, letting his beavers plug 
a pond outlet every night, then during the day removing 
it with his backhoe. 
     He showed us a massive pile he has made of mud 
and sticks, estimated at several tons — representing the 
work of a couple beavers for just a few months. “No 
doubt who’s gonna win in the long run,” Tyler said. 
     One of our main filming areas is a several-acre bea-
ver complex behind Boordy Vineyards in northern Mar-
yland, where the landowners have used a simple pond-
leveling device to keep flooding in check while allowing 
enough depth for the beavers to feel safe. 
     But beavers have kids (kits), and kids mature and 
seek to build their own ponds, moving upstream and 
downstream, encountering other landowners and land 
uses. To date, that has resulted in more trapping and re-
moval than acceptance. 
     Outdoorsman and naturalist Kai Hagen, an at-large 
member of the Frederick County Council in Maryland, 
is as big a beaver believer as you’ll ever find and has 
welcomed generations of the creatures on his acreage in 
the county’s Catoctin Mountains.  
          He has happily spent years building fences out of 
fallen forest limbs around trees to a height (about 4 feet) 
that beaver-proofs them. But, he acknowledges, “There 
are limits.” 
          Biologists who work for state and federal govern-
ments with cold water species of fish like brook trout 
are highly skeptical of re-beavering.  
 

Continued on next page 

https://www.bayjournal.com/columns/chesapeake_born/god-s-engineers-how-beavers-can-repair-an-ecosystem/article_57adceb0-fa11-11eb-b2e5-77fd97013408.html
https://www.bayjournal.com/multimedia/waters-way-thinking-like-a-watershed/video_abd786f4-2377-11ec-9f8a-53da57c1cc7d.html
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   Chesapeake Bay Journal Film: Water's Way - Think-
ing Like A Watershed continued 

     There’s a lot of evidence with salmon and beavers in 
the West that such fears may be largely misplaced, but 
no such research has been done in the eastern U.S. 
     On one of our filming sites, Bear Cabin Branch in 
Harford County, MD, neighbors were horrified at the 
look of a restored stream where beavers have moved in 
and prospered. Then their kids began playing in the 
pond and catching bass, and folks mostly got used to the 
shaggier look of the beaver landscape. 
     Similarly, some farmers have become aware of the 
superb duck hunting where beavers move in, and they 
see potential for their own acreage for sport and income 
from waterfowlers. 
Sometimes I have been surprised at the tolerance for 
beavers. I was stopped by a farmer as I snooped around 
his creek looking for evidence of beavers. He had a bolt 
action rifle lying on the front seat of his pickup 
     When I told him what I was doing, he chuckled, 
“Oh, yeah, they’re in here. Some people say get rid of 
’em, but you’ll never do it ... those animals are God’s 
own engineers.” 
 
Click Here to watch Water’s Way: Thinking Like A 
Watershed. 
 
The above article was taken from the PA Environment 

Digest and posted online on October 4, 2021 
 
 

 
 
 

How Clean Is Your Stream? 
DEP’s Interactive Report Viewer allows you to zoom in 
on your own stream or watershed to find out how clean 
your stream is or if it has impaired water quality using 
the latest information in the draft 2020 Water Quality 
Report. 
 
 
  
 
 

Recipe of the Month 
 

Smoked Trout  Frittata 
 
Recipe from Giada De Laurentis 
 

Ingredients 

 8 large eggs, at room temperature 
 1/2 cup heavy cream, at room temperature  
 3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil  
 1 bulb fennel, chopped fine  
 1 shallot, chopped fine  
 1/2 teaspoon kosher salt  
 10 cherry tomatoes, halved  
 One 4-ounce fillet smoked trout, flaked, skin and 

bones removed  
 1/4 cup fresh basil leaves, torn  
 2 ounces fresh goat cheese  
 
Directions 
) Preheat the broiler to high. 
) In a medium bowl, whisk the eggs and cream to-

gether until completely smooth. Set aside. 
) Heat an ovenproof 10-inch skillet over medium-

high heat. Add the oil; heat for a few seconds. Add 
the fennel and shallots; cook until the fennel has 
softened, 3 minutes. Season with the salt and add 
the tomatoes and trout; cook for another minute. 
Pour the egg mixture over the trout and let cook 
undisturbed for 1 minute. Using a rubber spatula, 
lightly scrape the bottom of the pan to bring up 
some of the cooked egg. Repeat 3 times. Evenly 
spread the mixture in the pan--the top will still be 
liquid--and dot the top with the basil and goat 
cheese. 

) Broil until the frittata is cooked through and lightly 
browned on top, 3 to 4 minutes. Let cool slightly 
before slicing and serving. 

 
Above recipe taken from the food network webpage. 

https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/giada-de-
laurentiis/smoked-trout-frittata-4664317 

  
 

Donations Received 
 
Anonymous - $20 donation for having outstanding pro
 gram on the hellbender 
Kevin McJunkin - various fishing tackle and rods 
Frank Tindal - 2 fly tying vices, Fenwick fly rod and  
 reel, numerous fly boxes and flies, fly tying 
 tools 
Fred Weeman - 3 fly tying vices and tools 
 

The Chapter thanks the above individuals for their 
generosity 

Where in the World? 
 

The Ebb and Flow Sculpture 
 
Ebb and Flow: a sculpture on the theme of water 
conservation can be found at Hennipin Drive at 
Plainfield Road (Rte. 30) in Joliet, Illinois. The 
artist who created this artwork is Kathleen Scar-

https://www.bayjournal.com/multimedia/waters-way-thinking-like-a-watershed/video_abd786f4-2377-11ec-9f8a-53da57c1cc7d.html
https://www.bayjournal.com/multimedia/waters-way-thinking-like-a-watershed/video_abd786f4-2377-11ec-9f8a-53da57c1cc7d.html
https://www.depgis.state.pa.us/IRViewer2020/
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/giada-de-laurentiis/smoked-trout-frittata-4664317
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/giada-de-laurentiis/smoked-trout-frittata-4664317
https://steemit.com/@kathleenscarboro
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     The Wolf's General Store - Slate Run Tackle Shop 
was selected for the Pennsylvania Wilds Business of the 
Year Champion Award for 2021 and recognized at the 
Lycoming County Commissioners meeting on Novem-
ber 16th. The attached picture shows the ceremony at 
which the award was presented along with resolutions 
adopted by the PA House of Representatives and Senate 
and represented at the ceremony by State Senator Gene 
Yaw and Eric Houser, Aide to Representative Joe 
Hamm.  Tom and Debbie have been at the forefront of 
conservation efforts on upper Pine Creek, Slate Run and 
Cedar Run over five decades. Their visionary work has 
demonstrated how advocating and implementing poli-
cies and projects to preserve and protect our nationally-
known scenic watersheds and cold water fisheries trans-
lates not only into enhanced recreational opportunities 
for high quality trout fishing, but also into significant 
economic benefits to the local economy, increased prop-
erty values, and additional license revenues for the PA 
Fish And Boat Commission. Additionally, Tom And 
Debbie have been long-time strong supporters of our 
chapter with many donations of fly fishing equipment 
and flies for us to use in fundraising and promotions. 
We also wish Tom and Kim Kozlowski the very best in 
continuing the success and traditions of the store, and 
offer support from Susquehanna TU in any future con-
servation projects and education opportunities on which 
we can assist.                                           Walt Nicholson 
  

From The PA Wilds Center for Entrepreneurship 
(PA Wilds Center): 

      “Each year, our organization recognizes out-
standing individuals, organizations, programs, 
communities and places that exemplify the great 
work being done across the region to develop na-
ture tourism and the outdoor recreation economy in 
a way that creates jobs, diversifies local economies, 

inspires stewardship and improves quality of life. 
This year will be no different in that regard.”  
     Tom and Debbie Finkbiner owned and operated 
the Wolfe’s General Store at Slate Run, PA on Pine 
Creek for 45 years and recently sold it to a local 
couple, Kim and Tom Kozlowski, who will contin-
ue to operate both the general store and the famous 
Slate Run Tackle Shop. The Tackle Shop became a 
very strong asset for trout fishermen who were at-
tracted from all over the Eastern USA. Tom helped 
to lead the citizen support for the formal designa-
tion of portions of Pine Creek and several other 
tributary streams as Wild Trout Exceptional Value 
stream by the PA Fish and Boat Commission. Deb 
operated and managed the General Store offering 
all the supplies that campers and fishermen and vis-
itors needed. Together they were a treasure-trove of 
important information and help for visitors and in-
put to Township and Lycoming County Planning 
deliberations. They own a home in the Pine Creek 
Valley just north of Slate Run and can be seen daily 
helping the new owners at the store. The economic 
impact for the Pine Creek Valley and even beyond 
has been measurably enhanced by the Finkbiners’ 
enterprise and gracious demeanor. Tom has advo-
cated to develop a section of Pine Creek now 
known as “the stretch“ in which trophy trout are 
stocked in addition to PA Fish and Boat Commis-
sion stockings under a catch and release regulation 
for trout. This has attracted fishermen from all over 
the country. Tom has formed a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion which fishermen can donate to and their mis-
sion is to stock above average German brown trout 
several times during the season. 

 

Slate Run Tackle Shop and Wolfe’s General Store  
win the Pennsylvania Wilds Business of the Year Champion Award for 2021  
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Chapter Membership 
 
     Did you know that when someone gets a membership 
and states that they want to be assigned to our Chapter, 
we receive a $15 new member rebate.   If our Chapter is 
not selected we do not receive that rebate and that is 
why it is important to use the membership application 
above. 
     If someone chooses not to fill out the application, 
they can give us the information and we can submit it 
for them.  Additionally, First Responders (Fire, Police, 
EMS), Health Care Workers, Veterans, and Active Duty 
Military Personnel receive a free 1 year complimentary 
membership with all the benefits that come with a mem-
bership.  Give us your information and we will get you 
signed up. 
     For those individuals who are already members, do 
you need to change your mailing address,  email ad-
dress, phone number or any other personal information? 
Do you want to check the expiration date of your mem-
bership?  We can do all of that for your as well as help-
ing you with any problems you have with your member-
ship. 
     Just let Bob Baker know of your changes or ques-
tions and he will help you.  You can contact us at sus-
quehannatu@gmail.com  or boblbaker@comcast.net. 

 

Service Partnership 
Program 

 
     The Susquehanna Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited is proud to 
have a Service Partnership Pro-
gram.  This group is open to all 
first responders, health care 
workers, veterans, and active 
duty military personnel and 
their families.  We offer fly 
tying class’s, rod building, casting instruction, fishing 
outings, and other activities based on what the group 
wants.  The program is tailored to its members. 
     For more information, please contact our Chapters 
Service Partnership Coordinator Charles Knowlden at 
(570)971-1296 or you can email us at susquehanna-
tu@gmail.com.  Let us know your information and we 
can get you signed up. 
 
 
 

 

Fly of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mann's Smelt Purple Tail 
 

 
Hook: Mustad R79-94720, size 2 to 6 
Thread: White thread at the bend, Black at the head 
Tail: Purple marabou 
Body: Shaped Stim-U-Dent, covered with a purple my-
lar braid, then covered with Pearl medium mylar piping 
Topping: Purple Krystal Flash topped with Black Krys-
tal Flash 
 
Fly-tying: New and Old: Charlie Mann's Smelt Patterns 

(flytyingnewandold.blogspot.com)  

http://flytyingnewandold.blogspot.com/2016/06/mannss-smelt-patterns.html
http://flytyingnewandold.blogspot.com/2016/06/mannss-smelt-patterns.html


Since 1964, the Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and 
restore Central Pennsylvania’s Coldwater fisheries and their watersheds 

Susquehanna Ripples 
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1132 
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132 

 

The Susquehanna Ripples is the offi-
cial newsletter of the Susquehanna Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited.  It is published 8 
times a year: January, February, March, 
April, June/July, September, October, 
and November.  Please consider submit-
ting something of interest to our readers; 
a story, stream report, recipe, photo-
graph, gear review, etc.  Submissions 
received will be placed in the next avail-
able issue.  All submissions can be sent 
to susquehannatu@gmail.com or 
boblbaker@comcast.net. 

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month and are open 
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm 
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are 
held at the Covenant Central Presby-
terian Church, 807 W 4th St, Wil-
liamsport, PA 17701,  in the  Fellowship  
Hall (unless otherwise noted).  Parking is 
at the rear of the Church and enter off of 
Campbell Street. 

No meetings are held in May, June,  
July, August or December 

 Upcoming Events 
 

November 1, 2020 through 
April 30, 2021  

Mandatory Life Jacket 
 Requirement 

 
January 1 - February 15, 2022 

Extended Trout Season 
Stocked Trout Waters Only 

 
January 12, 2022 
Chapter Meeting 

Cancelled 
 

January 27 - 30, 2022 
Early Bird Sports Expo 

Bloomsburg Fairgrounds 
 

January 28, 29 & 30, 2022  
The Fly Fishing Show 

Edison, New Jersey 
 

February 5 - 13, 2022 
The Great American Outdoor 

Show, Harrisburg  

February 9, 2022 
Chapter Meeting 

John Zaktansky - Middle Susque-
hanna Riverkeeper 

 
March 5 - 6  2022  

The Fly Fishing Show 
Lancaster, PA 

 
March 9, 2022 

Chapter Meeting 
 

March 26, 2022 
Statewide Mentored Youth Trout 

Fishing 
  

April 2, 2022 
Statewide Opening of Trout 

 
April 13, 2022 

Chapter Meeting 


