Susquehanna Ripples

Newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044

Planning for the Upcoming Year
It is hard to believe that the year is half over already.
The past year or so had been filled with uncertainty and
a change in the way we live our lives. Things are finally
returning to normal with the mask mandate finally being
lifted and businesses are returning to normal.
One thing the pandemic brought us was a large increase in the number of people using the outdoors. Even
though things had changed the way our Chapter did
things, we continued to operate and conduct business.
With that said, a new year of Chapter meetings start
in September and run through April of 2022. We need
your help in giving us ideas as to what topics you would
like to see at our Chapter meetings? A great deal of
work goes into setting up each monthly meeting and
although arrangements are made in advance, last minute
snafu’s arise and we have to change plans and quickly
find a new topic. What do you want to see: planning
fishing trips, fishing in areas outside Pennsylvania, tips
and tricks for area streams, having known anglers or
others as guest speakers, etc.?
We will hopefully have our annual fly tying class
start up in February but are there any other class’s that
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you would like to see: rod building , lure making, advanced fly tying, on stream tactics, basic through advanced fishing class’s,, aquatic insect identification, etc.
As far as this newsletters goes, please give ideas as to
what articles you want to see or submit an article or pictures. A great deal of work goes into each issue and I
struggle at times trying to find material for the various
issues.
Any and all ideas will be taken into consideration and
will take the burden off of those that are doing the majority of the work.
With 304 members, there are things that you want to
see and those things will be of interest to others. Please
consider submitting your ideas, thoughts and opinions to
us as this is your Chapter and we want to provide you
with the programs that you want as well as provide quality programs and information.
At the same time, please consider stepping up and
serving in an elected position or as a chair person of a
committee. Many of the elected individuals we have
would like to retire but feel an obligation to the Chapter
to continue to serve until there is someone to replace
them.
Thank you all in advance

Our Membership currently stands at 304 members (this includes 1 youth member). We have
had a dramatic increase in membership and this
is the most members that we have had in over
10 years. Thank you to all of you for your dedication to the trout and cold water fisheries in our
area
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President’s Message
From Charles Knowlden

President, Susquehanna Chapter
Of Trout Unlimited
June-July 2021
I hope everyone has enjoyed a couple of good months of fishing. Several members have sent pictures of some
beautiful fish caught locally and on trips to other states. I have really appreciated those pictures and hearing the stories
since I haven’t been able to get out myself. I did get some early fishing in. On May 5, I accompanied one of our veterans, Ron Packard, on a trip up Rock Run. Ron was able to catch some trout using the rod he built and flies that he
tied. I’m not sure which of us was more excited but we both had a great time.
The reason that I haven’t been fishing since is that the next day, I tripped in my own backyard and broke my
left leg in three places. Following surgery to put in a plate and several screws, I have spent most of my time rehabbing at home. I am still wearing a boot but can now walk around without a walker and put weight on it. I have
learned two things – I don’t bounce like I used to and I can only tie so many flies before it becomes tedious!
Walt Nicholson and I attended the June meeting of the Slate Run Sportsmen held at the Brown Township Fire
Hall on the 12th. The three items that took up most of the discussion were poaching, Class A Trout Stream regulations, and a pilot program that would allow ATV trails to be developed in the Slate Run area. I’ll report on the first
two issues together.
Several members of the Slate Run Sportsmen have noticed some poaching of fish in the area known as the
“stretch” on Pine Creek. As they have approached the fishermen who were keeping fish they caught, most of them
said they didn’t know that this was a catch and release area. Others offered other excuses. There are some Class A
areas in the state that are stocked where fishermen may keep the fish and this has created some confusion. The PAFB
Commission has proposed some regulatory changes that would eliminate keeping fish from some of these Class A
streams. This will undoubtedly cause some conflicting opinions to surface. Also discussed was to be careful when
fishing these catch and release areas that you don’t stress the fish when the water gets too warm for them to recover
easily. If the water temperature is above 70 degrees F., released fish have a poor chance of survival if they have been
played too long. That defeats the whole purpose of catch and release.
The ATV trail proposal is a pilot program that could possibly be put into place by next Memorial Day. It
would include opening up a gated road between the Slate Run Road and Trout Run tributary to Pine Creek This has
been off limits to snowmobiles and other vehicles in order to keep the area a pristine watershed for native trout. The
Sportsmen are concerned about noise, erosion, and safety issues with four wheelers being allowed to use this road as
well as Slate Run Road. We hope that when the Legislature reviews the final proposal, they will consider these negative effects and reverse their decision to include these two roads.
One project that we are considering is to partner with several other entities in the removal and rehabilitation
of the mouth of Birch Creek where it enters the Loyalsock. There is a native population of brook trout in Birch Creek
but the fish in the Loyalsock are unable to migrate upstream into Birch Creek because of a low wall dam and culvert.
This would be a great project to become involved with and a good use of the money we received from the court
awards due to frack water spills. If the trout had access to Birch Creek for their migrations, that would be another
good spawning area as the conditions are right.
Last but not least, Susquehanna TU has received a donation of 38 books and a DVD from the estate of Dick
Leaver. There a how to fish books, fly tying books, history of fishing books, matching the hatch and entomology
books. The DVD is a Tribute to Fly Tying with interviews of famous fly tiers and the flies they invented. Of particular interest is an interview with the late Al Troth and his son at their home in Dillon Montana. He goes into detail
about his methods for tying and demonstrates them on the DVD. It is worth watching several times. These will be
available in our library at Covenant Central Presbyterian Church. If you ever had the pleasure of knowing Al, you will
appreciate the time watching the video.
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Two articles on two former members of our Chapter can be found in the
Mountain Home Magazine. This is an online and in print newsletter monthly
that covers great stories and places in Pennsylvania and the New York Finger
Lake region. The two stories and links to them are as follows: (if you would
like a PDF version sent to you, please let us know at susquehannatu@gmail.com
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Hero at the Headwaters by Dave Wonderlich and gives the amazing story of
Bob McCullough
https://www.mountainhomemag.com/2017/04/03/186791/hero-at-theheadwaters
The Gentleman Angler by Kevin McJunkin is a recollection and stories of
our founders Bob Rinn.
https://www.mountainhomemag.com/2020/03/31/300800/the-gentlemanangler

The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah. The picture was taken by
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April. The picture is used with
his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044
Identification
INVASIVE SNAKEHEAD IMPACTS
AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM
All Snakeheads are distinguished

by their torpedo
shaped body, long dorsal and anal fins without spines,
and toothed jaws. Northern Snakeheads are typically
distinguished by a flattened, pointy head with long lower jaws.

Photos courtesy of Joe Perillo, Philadelphia
Water Department

Snakeheads are a diverse family of fish native to parts
of China, Russia, and Korea.
Northern Snakeheads were first confirmed in Pennsylvania in July 2004 after an angler caught and preserved
two from the 17-acre Meadow Lake in Philadelphia
County. PFBC biologists confirmed they were indeed
Northern Snakeheads and captured additional ones from
the lake. The lake is part of a maze of interconnected
embayments and tidal sloughs and the Commission believes additional Snakeheads are present elsewhere in
the system, including the nearby lower Schuylkill and
Delaware rivers.

Northern Snakeheads can be confused with native Pennsylvania species like the Bowfin and Burbot. One way
of identifying Bowfin from Snakeheads is to view the
tops of their heads. Bowfin have no scales on their
head; Snakeheads have scales on their head with a scale
pattern that is more interlocked or mosaic-like in its pattern—similar to a snake. Burbots have a single barbel
(whisker) on the chin and the presence of two dorsal
fins. Neither Bowfin or Snakeheads have these characteristics. For help telling them apart, view one of the
following identification guides:
•Do you know the difference? (PFBC) - Snakehead /
Bowfin / Burbot
•Do you know the difference? (Virginia) - Snakehead /
Bowfin / Sea Lamprey / American Eel
•Recognizing Northern Snakehead (USFWS) - Snakehead / Bowfin / Burbot

Northern Snakeheads first drew attention in the midAtlantic region in 2002 when a pair were discovered in
a Maryland pond. They have been found in Florida,
North Carolina, California and Massachusetts.
Northern Snakeheads are a predatory fish and will compete with other fish species for forage and habitat. It is
too early to say what impact the presence of Snakeheads
will have on other species already in Meadow Lake and
other waters.
Partly based on the experiences of other states, Commission biologists have concluded that there is no practical method for eradicating Snakeheads from Meadow
Lake and given the nature of the waterway Snakeheads
may have already accessed adjoining waters. The PFBC
has decided that while it will continue to monitor the
pond and surrounding waterways, it will take no concerted effort to eliminate the species.
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BOWFIN
Bowfin are most commonly found in Lake Erie and
western Pennsylvania waters, but are infrequently
caught by anglers in the Delaware River and Estuary,
and Schuylkill River.
Bowfin are listed as a "candidate species", which means
that anglers are strongly encouraged to return any fish
caught to the waters from which they were taken.
(Continued on next page)
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(INVASIVE SNAKEHEAD continued)

Fly of the Month

BURBOT
The only Pennsylvania populations of Burbot occur in
Lake Erie and the Allegheny River headwaters. Even
though Burbot are found in several streams in the Allegheny River watershed, they are rarely abundant at any
given location.
Burbot are listed as an "endangered species" for inland
waters, which means if caught in these waters they must
be immediately returned to the water unharmed. The
catching, taking, killing, possessing, importing to or
exporting from Pennsylvania, selling, offering for sale
or purchasing of any individual of these species, alive or
dead, or any part thereof is prohibited. Burbot are not
endangered in Lake Erie and can be harvested - see
Lake Erie regulations for details.

PA REGULATONS
•

The Micro Frog
Pattern / Recipe
Hook / body: Panfish slider body in your color of
choice
Thread: Semperfli Classic Waxed 6/0 color to match

It is unlawful for a person to sell, purchase, offer for
sale or barter live Snakehead species in Pennsylvania.
• It is unlawful to possess live Snakehead species in
Pennsylvania.
• It is unlawful to introduce or import live Snakehead
species into Pennsylvania waters.
Transportation of live Snakehead species in or
through Pennsylvania is prohibited.

Tail: Cohens creature frog legs—micro or mini size
will work on the slider bodies depending on the size of
the frog you wish to create

IF YOU CATCH ONE

Pattern taken from
https://www.panfishonthefly.com/blog/2021/1/15/flytying-friday-the-micro-frog

Anglers catching Snakeheads should dispose of them
properly. Anglers suspecting they have caught a Snakehead are encouraged to NOT release it, and report it to
the Commission at 814-933-4471 or via email.

Hackle: Rooster hackle in color of your choice. Chartreuse Grizzly Ewing hackle is used in this pattern
Legs: Round rubber or silicon leg material in color of
your choice. A tool like zuddy’s leg puller makes the
job of threading legs through the body material a breeze

Above article taken from PFBC website

Recipe of the Month

Carp
June 2021

This month for the recipe of the month we will take a
look at using carp as food. Far too often carp are overlooked as a target fish but when caught, they put up a
great fight and bend the rod until landed. Many times
the carp are released or just killed because it is an unwanted fish. On pages 8 and 9 is an article “Carp as a
food” taken from the June 1954 issue of the Pennsylvania Angler. If you have never tried Carp before, give it
a try because you just might like it.
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The Chapter participated in a field day event
held at Montoursville’s Lyter Elementary
School. Above Walt Nicholson (right) and Jim
Latini show the fishing demonstration station.
The students used sticks with line attached to
them with Velcro on the end (as the hook). They
would then fish for laminated pictures of fish
and after they caught one, they would look at a
fish ID poster and identify the fish they caught.
Photo provided by North Central PA Conservancy and said that Jim caught his fish before Walt.

Above is one of our Veterans Ron Packard showing off
his first trout caught on a fly that he had tied and rod that
he built through the Chapters Service Partnership program. Congratulations Ron!!! There is nothing like fooling a trout, or any fish, to take a fly or lure that you made
and even more special was that it was with a rod that you
built yourself. Ron was accompanied on the outing with
Chapter President and Service Partnership Coordinator
Charlie Knowlden. Photo and story provided by Charlie
Knowlden.

(Photo above left) The mink hole with rhododendron
overhanging providing shade and cooler water and photo
left bottom is a beautiful native brown trout caught on
Little Pine Creek earlier this month by Mike Engel. Mike
also stated that the Mink Hole is a picturesque spot but
“then again there are a lot of picturesque spots in our area...part of the allure of the sport.” Photos provided by
Mike Engel.
Thanks for sharing Mike, you are right. Our area is filled
with picturesque spots and it is always fun to catch beautiful native trout.
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or Trout: How to Catch Fish that Behave Hot n Cold (flyfisherman.com)

We have had some extremely hot and humid weather so far this year and with another 2 months or so of summer, we
will surely have more. Please keep the water temperature in mind if you go out trout fishing. Trout can die very easily in warmer water. If you have to fish for trout, fish first thing in the morning or later in the evening or do some
walking up the tributaries into the mountains to find cooler water. The above graph was taken from flyfisherman.com website at the following link:
https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/Temps-for-Trout-How-to-Catch-Fish-that-Behave-Hot-n-Cold/379972
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Susquehanna Ripples
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

Since 1964, the Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and
restore Central Pennsylvania’s Coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events

October 13, 2021
Chapter Meeting

June 12 - October 31, 2021
Bass Season (lakes)

November 1 - December 31,
2021
Bass (lakes)

June 12 - September 30, 2021
Bass Season (rivers and streams)
July 4, 2021
Fish for Free Day
Sept 7, - December 31, 2021
Extended Trout Season
September 8, 2021
Chapter Meeting
September 12, 2020
Slate Run Sportsmen Fall Meeting
go to https://
slaterunsportsmen.com/calendar/
for more information
October 1 - December 31, 2021
Bass (streams and rivers)

November 10, 2021
Chapter Meeting
January 1 - Feb 15, 2022
Extended Trout Season

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd

Wednesday of each month and are open
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are
held at the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W 4th St, Williamsport, PA 17701, in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted). Parking is
at the rear of the Church and enter off of
Campbell Street.
No meetings are held in May, June,
July, August or December

January 12, 2022
The Susquehanna Ripples is the offiChapter Meeting - tentative watercial newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapshed summit
ter of Trout Unlimited. It is published 8
times a year: January, February, March,
February 9, 2022
April, June/July, September, October,
Chapter Meeting - tentative Fish
and November. Please consider submitCommission Representatives
ting something of interest to our readers;
a story, stream report, recipe, photoMarch 9, 2022
graph, gear review, etc. Submissions
Chapter Meeting
received will be placed in the next available issue. All submissions can be sent
April 13, 2022
to
susquehannatu@gmail.com
or
Chapter Meeting
boblbaker@comcast.net.

