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March Monthly Meeting to Feature Upper Loyalsock Creek
Abandoned Mine Treatment Study
Susquehanna Chapter TU will be holding its March 10th monthly meeting at 7 pm as a Zoom meeting (link info, below). The first order of business will be the drawing for the prizes in the raffle to raise funds for our Veterans Service
Partnership. The main program will be on a current study being done on Loyalsock Creek which has suffered from
past coal mining pollution and atmospheric deposition impacts in its upper watershed. Shawn Rummel of the National
Trout Unlimited PA Coldwater Habitat Restoration Program and Neil Wolfe of Hedin Environmental will be reviewing findings of a recent Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) study. The TAG study has performed a rapid characterization of several existing abandoned mine discharges (AMD) treatment systems, including a snapshot of water quality
and biological assessment of Loyalsock Creek in the stretch just downstream of Lopez. The potential for rehabilitation
of existing AMD treatment projects to further reduce metal discharges and improve the alkalinity and quality of water
in the mining discharge streams will be discussed.

Partners in the program include Loyalsock Creek Watershed Association, Lycoming College Clean Water Institute,
Susquehanna University Freshwater Research Institute, EPCAMR (Eastern PA Coalition for Abandoned Mines Reclamation), and Sullivan County Conservation District.
Our interest in looking at ways to improve the water quality and habitat of this portion of Loyalsock Creek has increased following findings of recent research by Shannon White at Penn State University which provided new insight
into how the main stem of Loyalsock Creek in the vicinity of Worlds End State Park is important to brook trout populations. After spawning in the fall, significant numbers of brook trout from the smaller tributaries of the Loyalsock
were found to migrate down into the main stem in the winter months where there may be more food and suitable habitat. This leads to the realization that the main stem is an important movement corridor for “wild” brook trout, and that
such movement of individuals in the population may help protect and improve genetic diversity and resiliency characteristics necessary to sustain viable populations of our state fish in this beautiful and scenic watershed.
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We have received notice from Bob Smith at Lycoming College that he is
leaving to take a position with DEP in Massachusetts. He indicated to me that
it was a difficult decision for him to make but that he couldn’t pass up the financial opportunity. He also said that he was looking forward to working with
TU Chapters in that state. We wish him well in this new endeavor.
Director Emeritus and Advisor
The drawing for the raffle of fishing equipment for the benefit of our chapBill O’Connor
ter’s Veterans Service Partnership will be held via ZOOM at the end of the
March 10th meeting. We have received tickets this week that were postmarked
Board of Directors
Feb. 5 in Harrisburg. As I mentioned in the last president’s message, any monIsaac Bragunier (2021)
ey received after the March 10 date will be returned to the sender. Winners of
Dave Craig (2021)
the raffle will be notified by phone and the list will be published in the Ripples
Dave Wonderlich (2022)
and on our website. A financial breakdown of the raffle will also be posted.
Joe Radley (2022)
The March and April meetings will also be held as virtual meetings utilizBob Spencer (2023)
ing the ZOOM platform. However, we are looking at the possibility of holding
Bill Worobec (2023)
the April meeting outdoors, in person, pending weather conditions. Again, we
would like to thank Rachel Kester of PA TU for acting as host for the meetings. Instructions on how to register to participate in the meetings are found in
Media Liaison
this issue of the Ripples. Once you register, log-in information will be given to
Kevin McJunkin
you. Again, we are limited to 100 participants for each meeting. We only had
about 19 participants at the last meeting. Please join the meetings. For those
Program Director
of you not familiar with ZOOM, it is a relatively simple app that you can
Joe Radley
download to your smartphone or tablet. Then you can simply click on the link
provided in the emailed edition of the Ripples and follow the prompts.
Veteran’s Service Partnership
The program for this month’s meeting will be provided by PATU with a
Coordinator
Charles Knowlden
report of the TAG grant for mine discharge abatement on the upper Loyalsock
(570)971-1296
Creek. Currently there are two systems that receive mine water run-off that
work intermittently depending on the amount of drainage. These systems are
Youth and Women’s Coordinator
in need of repair. Several agencies including Susquehanna TU are beginning
Trout in the Classroom Coordinator to work with the Wilkes Barre Abandoned Mine Office since they own and are
responsible for the sites.
Don Daughenbaugh has finished his book on his experiences as a fisherman
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
and guide. There is a notice in this edition of the Ripples about the book and
Bob Baker
how to obtain a copy. I spent the afternoon with Don this past week talking
boblbaker@comcast.net
(more listening) about the book. It promises to be a great read and I have already placed my order. He only had 250 copies ordered for the first printing,
susquehannatu.com
so don’t hesitate to order yours.
susquehannatu@gmail.com
Again, if anyone has any suggestions for programs or activities that we
should pursue, please let one of the officers or directors know.
Treasurer
Bob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net

The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah. The picture was taken by
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April. The picture is used with
his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.
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Recipe of the Month

Homemade Crappie Patties Recipe
Ingredients:
• 3 cups cooked crappie fillets
• ½ cup finely chopped onion
• ½ cup finely chopped celery
• 1 cup shredded or mashed potatoes
• 1 teaspoon kosher salt
• ½ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
• 1 egg, beaten
• Cracker crumbs, ground in blender
• 2 tablespoons butter
• 2 tablespoons canola oil
Garlic-Butter Sauce:
• 2 tablespoons homemade unsalted butter
• 1 garlic clove, minced
• 4 teaspoons flour
• ¾ cup milk
• 2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
• ¼ teaspoon kosher salt
• Freshly ground black pepper, to taste
• ¼ teaspoon dried dill (optional)
Directions:
1. Mix or grind the crappie fillets, onion, celery and
potatoes together. Now add the salt, pepper and egg
together. Form into patties.
2. Heat butter and canola oil in a skillet on mediumhigh and roll the patties in the crushed cracker
crumbs (say that 5 times fast).
3. Fry the patties until they are golden brown on each
side.
4. To make the sauce, heat the garlic and butter in a
saucepan on medium. Whisk in the flour until it
forms a smooth paste. Gradually stir in the milk and
bring to a boil. Cook for two minutes while whisking the sauce.
5. Remove from heat; add lemon juice and season with
salt and pepper. Serve garlic-butter sauce with crappie patties.

Link to our February Meeting with the
Fish and Boat Commission
We had a great meeting with many representatives of
the Fish and Boat Commission on February 10. This
meeting was held via Zoom and we had a good number
of attendees. A great deal of information was presented
and many great questions ask that produced informative
discussions.
If you would like to view the meeting, please click
on the following link (or type it in on your computer):
https://zoom.us/rec/share/sIO5T8TuqJxzDm_Rm7vLivD2S3jq7LGXRZRFtCaJknX2Yh1dIMY
QjsUx4inGI0.VZgge8NEkorYR0II
Passcode: *mK32$BV

Fly Tying Resources
In the February 2021 issue of the Susquehanna Ripples, Walt Nicholson wrote an article giving sources for
fly tying on the internet. We also have a tab on our
website that has our tying manual and other great information .
For those of you who have Facebook accounts, there
are many sources of information on their as well. Below are some pages that have live fly tying events, most
of them weekly.
These are for the person with some experience in
tying but you are able to interact with the presenter by
way of commenting. The tier gives all the information
that you need to tie the fly as well as sharing stories and
other things of interest.
If you are looking for unique flies to tie, or just want
to improve on your tying abilities, check out the pages
below. You will find a wide range of flies being tied
from trout, musky, panfish and everything in between.










Facebook Pages that offer live fly tying
Fiber Flies Dubbing
Fly Fishing Bow River Outfitters
Fly Tying Group
Lone Star Crappie Jigs
Moonlit Fly Fishing
Norvise
Piscarifly
Ugly Bug Fly Shop and Crazy Rainbow Fly Fishing
Umpqua Feather Merchants

Recipe taken from
https://www.gameandfishmag.com/editorial/homemadecrappie-patties-recipe/335240
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sylvania’s thriving and diverse
Great People, Great Rivers
Our great friend Don Daughenbaugh has written his first book. Although he has written articles and stories for numerous publications over
the years, he has spent the last few
years working on a book.
Taken from his flier advertising the
book; “Great People, Great Rivers
is a celebration of nearly a century of outdoor adventure
seen through the eyes of a man with uncanny insight
into the natural world and into the character of the people who truly love the outdoors.
From the holy waters of the East Cost - Penn’s Creek
or the Loyalsock, Pine and Yellow Breeches - to the
legendary western rivers like the Madison, Yellowstone,
Firehole and Snake, Daughenbaugh wanders and reveals
the wonders (and secrets) of the most famous fishing
destinations in America. These are Great Rivers, every
one.
His companions are indeed Great People, both famous and infamous. Senators, congressmen, presidents,
financiers, along with a cast of memorable and beloved
friends and family. Heroes and villains, they are.
Whether it’s fooling sea-run Brown Trout in the
Falklands or creating some of the most innovative fishing flies of his generation, Daughenbaugh gives us an
insider’s view of this beautiful world of rivers and the
lovable, memorable people who play in them. “
Don’s book has been sent to the publisher and he is
only having 250 copies printed. To see the entire flier
Don has made advertising his book, click the following
link if reading on line or go to susquehannatu.com.
The book is being sold for $34.99 and how to order the
book can be found on the flier.

PFBC Virtual Fisheries Summit Recently
Held
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission held
its first 2021 Virtual Fisheries Summit on Saturday,
February 20.
This virtual event feature narrated presentations from
PFBC fisheries biologists on the wealth of diverse fishing opportunities across the Commonwealth and discuss
the status of various warm-water, cool-water, and coldwater fisheries. Presentations were viewable on the
PFBC Facebook and YouTube pages.
“Many Pennsylvanians don’t realize the incredible
number of fishing opportunities that exist well beyond
the world-class wild trout and stocked trout fisheries
that are so popular,” said Kris Kuhn, Director of the
PFBC Bureau of Fisheries. “Through our Virtual Fisheries Summit, we hope to shine a light on many of Penn-
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angling opportunities,
inspire anglers to try something new, and connect them
with the resources they need to have a successful experience on the water.”
To provide interactivity between PFBC experts and
the public during the Virtual Fisheries Summit, questions and comments that are relevant to the presented
topics were welcomed on the PFBC Facebook page in
the comments section of each virtual presentation. The
Summit concluded with a live streaming panel discussion where comments and questions were addressed by
PFBC experts.
The topics discussed at the 2021 Virtual Fisheries
Summit were:
















Welcome and Opening Remarks from PFBC Executive Director Tim Schaeffer and Commissioner Rick
Kauffman
Riverine Black Bass Fisheries presented by Geoffrey Smith, PFBC Susquehanna River Biologist
Lacustrine Black Bass Fisheries presented by Geoffrey Smith, PFBC Susquehanna River Biologist
Panfish Fisheries presented by Mike Porta, PFBC
Area 6 Fisheries Manager
Inland Reservoir Striped Bass Fisheries presented
by Bryan Chikotas, PFBC Area 7 Fisheries Manager
Migratory Fishes presented by Daryl Pierce, PFBC
Area 5 Fisheries Manager
Overlooked Fisheries presented by Doug Fischer,
PFBC Nongame Fisheries Biologist
Walleye Fisheries presented by Timothy Wilson,
PFBC Area 1 Fisheries Biologist
Esocid Fisheries presented by Brian Ensign, PFBC
Area 2 Fisheries Biologist
Catfish Fisheries presented by Michael Depew,
PFBC Area 8 Fisheries Biologist
Lake Erie Fisheries presented by Mark Haffley,
PFBC Area 9 Fisheries Biologist
Wild and Stocked Trout Fisheries presented by
David Nihart, PFBC Division of Fisheries Management Chief
Aquatic Invasive Species presented by Sean Hartzell, PFBC Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator
Question and Answer Session featuring a panel
discussion with PFBC Fisheries experts
Closing Remarks from Andy Shiels, PFBC Deputy
Director of Field Operations

Please click or go to 2021 VIRTUAL FISHERIES
SUMMIT- Welcome and Opening Remarks - YouTube

4

Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044
Water Monitoring, Montour Preserve
• Stop dumping coal ash and wastewater into an ash
disposal basin next to the power plant by December
Transfer Highlight Talen
31, 2025, and then close, drain and cap the waste
Energy-Riverkeeper Agreement
pit by October 17, 2028, or earlier if required by
Copied from the Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper webpage:
http://www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/blog
posted March 2, 2021

The owners of the Montour Power Plant signed a settlement agreement with a clean water organization today
that pledges to close a coal ash waste disposal site and
donate a 165-acre lake, 640-acre nature preserve and
$1.2 million to conservation efforts.
Talen Energy signed the agreement with the Middle
Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association, represented by
attorneys at the Environmental Integrity Project, to address reported pollution from an ash dump adjacent to
the company’s 49-year-old coal-fired power plant, located an hour north of Harrisburg.
“This agreement will lead to improved water quality
in our region,” said John Zaktansky, the Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper. “It will also preserve an incredibly
valuable environmental, educational and recreational
community asset – Lake Chillisquaque and the surrounding land, called the Montour Preserve – and protect it for future generations.”
Mary Greene, Deputy Director of the Environmental
Integrity Project, said: “It’s always better to work out
settlements like this than to go to court over pollution
issues. This agreement will help protect the community’s health and local waterways by requiring additional
monitoring to evaluate the impact of coal ash contaminants on groundwater and surface waters.”
Talen, based in Texas and Allentown, Pa., announced
to the press on November 10 that it would switch from
coal to a cleaner-burning fuel, likely natural gas, at the
1,500-megawatt Montour Power Plant in Washingtonville, Pa., and partner with another company to build a
1,000-acre solar farm nearby.
The settlement agreement the company signed yesterday with the Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association commits Talen to:
• Donate the 640 acre Montour Preserve to a nonprofit
group or local government identified by the Middle
Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association. The Montour Preserve includes Lake Chillisquaque, built 1.5
miles north of the plant in 1972 to supply water to
the plant’s cooling towers. The 165-acre lake is popular among fishermen and boaters and the lands surrounding the lake include hiking trails, a boat
launch, pavilions, play areas, a parking lot, fossil pit,
nature center and other recreation buildings.
• Both the lake and surrounding land (the Montour
Preserve) will be protected for generations to come
for the benefit, use, and enjoyment of nearby communities and will not be developed for commercial
purpose.
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law, regulation or EPA.
Install an extra monitoring well and continue sampling groundwater near the ash pit for at least 30
years to ensure that heavy metals and other contaminants do not leak into nearby streams, groundwater
and drinking water.
Contribute one million dollars to the future owners
of the Montour Preserve to ensure the proper
maintenance of the preserve.
Provide the Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association with $200,000 for clean water programs consistent with the mission of the environmental group.
The group will use the funding to sample streams
near the coal ash waste sites, as well as select downstream drinking water wells, to help protect the community from contamination.
Provide drinking water treatment for the nearby
Trinity Church, located at 850 Cardinal Road in
Danville, as long as the church is occupied.
Adhere to a legally-binding deadline of December
31, 2025, to stop burning coal at the plant.

Since the Montour power plant’s construction nearly
a half century ago, the power company (and its predecessors) have pumped water from the Middle Susquehanna River into Lake Chillisquaque, which was formed
through the construction of a dam.
About 200 bird species have been observed on or
near Lake Chillisquaque, which has been described as a
mecca for migrating birds, including ducks, geese,
swans and other species.
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission stocks
several species of fish in the lake, including bullhead
catfish, largemouth bass, yellow perch, northern pike
and several other species. Water sampling in the lake
have not detected any dangerous levels of pollutants.
The Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association is
a nonprofit organization (501c3) committed to protecting and promoting the water-based resources within an
11,000-square-mile, 25-county watershed that feeds into
the North and West branches of the Susquehanna River
in central, northcentral and northeast Pennsylvania.
The Environmental Integrity Project is a 19-year-old
nonprofit organization, based in Washington D.C., dedicated to enforcing environmental laws and strengthening
policies to protect public health and the environment.
The Susquehanna Chapter would like to thank John
Zaktansky, the Riverkeeper, and his entire team for
making this happen. The entire watershed will benefit.
Congratulations!!!!
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Fly of the Month
Brood X Cicada
Tied by, and pattern by,
Bart Lombardo
Facebook

The Periodical Cicada

(Brood X coming this spring and summer)
The periodical cicada is the longest-lived insect in
North America. They are distributed over the eastern
United States and occur nowhere else in the world.
Periodical cicadas are spectacular insects, often making sudden and dramatic appearances. Alexander and
Moore wrote in 1962, "The periodical cicadas make up a
truly amazing group of animals; since their discovery
300 years ago, the origin and significance of their extended life cycles have been a continual source of puzzlement to biologists. Their incredible ability to merge
by the millions as noisy, flying, gregarious, photopositive adults within a matter of hours after having spent 13
or 17 years underground as silent, burrowing, solitary,
sedentary juveniles is without parallel in the animal
kingdom."
The periodical cicada is a native North American
species. It is the longest-lived insect in North America.
No other insect in North America generates as much
interest and curiosity as do periodical cicadas when they
make their sudden, springtime emergence. They are
widely distributed over the eastern half of the United
States and occur nowhere else in the world.
Periodical cicadas are commonly called or referred to
as "17-year locusts." Early American colonists had never
seen periodical cicadas. They were familiar with the biblical story of locust plagues in Egypt and Palestine, but
were not sure what kind of insect was being described.
When the cicadas appeared by the millions, some of
these early colonists thought a "locust plague" had come
upon them. Some American Indians thought their periodic appearance had an evil significance. The confusion
between cicadas and locusts exists today in that cicadas
are commonly called locusts. The term "locust" is correctly applied only to certain species of grasshoppers.
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There are six species of periodical cicadas, three with
a 17-year cycle and three with a 13-year cycle. The three
species in each life-cycle group are distinctive in size,
color, and song. The 17-year cicadas are generally
northern, and the 13-year cicadas southern with considerable overlap in their distribution. In fact, both lifecycle types may occur in the same forest.
For convenience of reference, each "brood" has been
designated by a Roman numeral. The numerals I through
XVII are assigned to the 17-year broods, and XVIII
through XXX to the 13-year broods. The numbering of
the 17-year broods began with the 1893 brood which
was designated as Brood I. In 1909, Brood XVII appeared, and in 1910, Brood I appeared again. There are
at least 13 broods of 17-year cicadas and five broods of
13-year cicadas.
In Pennsylvania separate populations referred to as
broods are present during eight different years in different geographic ranges in the state. All of the broods in
Pennsylvania require 17 years to reach maturity. Several
of these broods are very small. Brood X, known as the
"great eastern brood," is a large brood with heavy concentrations found in the eastern half of the state from
late May through June during the years they emerge.
Description
Adults are about one and one-half inches long
and have eyes and wing veins that are reddish orange. They are smaller than their cousins, the dogday cicadas. Dog-day cicadas, Tibicen spp., are
mostly large, blackish insects usually with greenish
wing veins and appear every year from mid-July
through mid-September.
Life History
After 17 years of living in the soil from depths of
two to twenty-four inches, mature nymphs of the periodical cicada start burrowing upward. In April they
burrow to about an inch beneath the soil surface
where they stop and await the proper time to emerge.
If the ground is too damp, mature nymphs build a
protective earthen turret. Their bodies undergo major
changes in muscle structure at this time. When the
undetermined signal for emergence occurs, nymphs
exit from about a one-half inch diameter hole in the
ground. Nymphs crawl a foot or more up tree trunks,
weeds, or other upright objects where adults emerge
leaving their nymphal skins behind. The process of
shedding a nymphal skin is completed in an hour or
less. The periodical cicada is now an adult, but it is
soft and white. In time its exoskeleton hardens
Continued on next page
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Periodical Cicada continued
and becomes darker. During some years, practically all
of the population in a brood from a forest may emerge
on the same night, or on two or three different nights.
Adults are rather clumsy fliers and often collide into
objects during flight. Soon after emerging, males begin
their constant "singing" while females remain silent. The
sound made by adult males is sometimes haunting and
eerie. About 10 days after emergence, females will mate
and begin depositing eggs in twigs and branches of nearly 80 different preferred species of trees and woody
shrubs. They usually do not deposit eggs in coniferous
trees. Generally, the female will deposit 400-600 eggs in
the twigs of their preferred species. Using the blades of
a sawlike, egg-laying device at the end of the abdomen,
females puncture the bark of a twig and make a pocket
in the wood. Females may deposit from 24-28 eggs in
two rows in one of these pockets. They then move forward, cut another pocket, and lay more eggs. The pockets are placed close together in a straight row sometimes
forming a continuous slit for two to three inches. Adults
live for approximately three to four weeks above
ground. Most are usually gone by the beginning of July.
Above information copied from the Penn State Extension website (https://extension.psu/periodical-cicada). To see the complete article or to learn more, please go to the link above.

The 15th annual Fly
Fishing Film Tour is
streaming this March
with a net full of amazing films. This year,
don’t miss some of the
most exciting, storydriven official selections
so epic you’ll want to
rig your rod right in the
living room. The stories
span the globe from the
remote wilds of Eastern
Russia to the Guyana rainforest, the flats of French Polynesia, and all the way to Utah’s Flaming Gorge and the
downhome waters of Wisconsin.
Tune in March 2021 for unforgettable storytelling,
camaraderie, premium free giveaways, swag, trips, and
more. The F3T aims to inspire, feed your fishing addiction and build awareness for conservation efforts around
the world, so join our community of like-minded anglers
to celebrate 15 years of the largest fly fishing film event
of its kind.
This event is completely virtual due to the COVID19
virus. Watch the movies from the comfort of your home
with family and friends.
Here are the films that will be shown:
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River Tigers – A Yonder Content Production
Just Like Mac – A Dorsal Outdoors Production
A Journey Upstream – A Motion Digital Production
Dropped In The Pacific – A Jessica Haydahl Photography Production
Hardlined – A KGB Production
Leap Year – A Topo Films Production
Escape – A Green River Fly Fisher Production
Rewa Rodeo – A Creative Passion Project Production
Mighty Waters – A Cold Collaborative Production
Spot B. – A Meateater Production
Tetiaroa – An Aussie Fly Fisher Production
Denny’s Fly Box – A PMD Production

For more information or to purchase a ticket, please go
to Fly Fishing Film Tour: Home - 2021
(flyfilmtour.com) .
Above information was taken from the fly film tour
website.

An Opportunity to Save Money on Your
Auto and Home Insurance & Give Back
to TU!
The PA Council of TU has partnered with Strickler
Insurance and their “Quotes for a Cause” campaign to
not only save you money on your auto and home insurance, but also to raise money for our organization.
Strickler Insurance will donate $10 to PATU for any
person who requests a quote and mentions “TU” during
the campaign, which will run through April 30th. You
don’t have to be a TU member to get a quote, and there
is no obligation to purchase the insurance.
We also wanted to let you know of an exclusive PATU member benefit. Strickler Insurance has partnered
with Donegal Insurance Company to give you an automatic 5% discount on your insurance simply by being a
TU member. This would be in addition to any savings
you would get through the program.
All you need to do is call Jordan Witman at 717-2732641 or 844-655-7480 (toll-free), or send an email
to jordan@stricklerinsurance.com, mention “TU” and
request a quote. That’s all there is to it…and in the process you will also be helping PA Council to raise some
funds for our Coldwater conservation programs. So,
please don’t delay…this offer is good only through
April 30, 2021.
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sessed Waters program to identify streams with wild
PA Fish & Boat Commission Update
trout. Schaeffer said that there is a goal to survey at least
Presented to Anglers and Boaters
500 streams annually. Jason Detar indicated that Bob
in North Central PA
Weber who led the program has retired and his replaceThe Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited hosted
officials of the PA Fish & Boat Commission (PFBC) in
a virtual meeting on February 10th to learn about current
and future issues and programs of interest to anglers and
boaters in northcentral PA. Charles Knowlden Jr., Susquehanna TU President, introduced PFBC Executive
Director Tim Schaeffer; Eric Hussar, District 5 Commissioner; Jason Detar, Area 3 Fisheries Manager; Jacob
Bennett,
Waterways
Conservation
Officer
(Northumberland, Union, Snyder and Montour Counties), and Darrell Miller, Waterways Conservation Officer (Lycoming and parts of adjoining Counties).
Executive Director Schaeffer reported that 2020 was
a very successful legislative year with many important
accomplishments which included:
 Act 56 delegated authority to the PFBC (subject to
veto by the legislature) to set license and registration
fees, beginning July 1, 2021 with the earliest potential change of fees being the start of the 2022 season. (Fishing license prices have not risen in over 15
years.) The Act also expands use of the Lake Erie
funds for uses other than access and habitat;
 Act 39 improved the ability of PFBC to require
signage and buoys to mark low head dams for public
safety, and help with enforcement;
 Act 40, Comprehensive Boater Safety bill, improved
enforcement and penalties for boating under the influence and allows the PFBC to collect restitution
for damage to properties;
 Act 90, Labor Act 111, extended coverages for
WCOs to be on par with other state law enforcement
agencies.

Proposed legislation changes for 2021 includes the
following:
 Changing the boat registration expirations from
March 31 to calendar year basis to eliminate confusion and unnecessary enforcement stops,
 Allowing the PFBC to grant license exemptions for
therapeutic recreation programs,
 Giving the PFBC authority to regulate exotic species, such as reptiles and amphibians, and control
movement of fish and aquatic invasive species, with
stringent penalties.
On additional matters, the PFBC graduated a new
class of 19 WCOs. They still have vacancies to fill, and
6 cadets are now in training, helped by the new policy
which does not require trainees to repeat Act 120 training if already taken.
The new Strategic Plan was approved by the PFBC,
and staff is using it. They are tracking spending and progress in implementing the Plan recommendations.
The PFBC continues its commitment to the Unas-
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ment will be named soon. A suggestion was made that
more colleges in southern PA be encouraged to partner
in the program to handle assessments in that portion of
the state.
A Trout Plan was completed a few months ago and is
available for view on the PFBC website. Schaeffer
thanked Greg Malaska and staff of PA Trout Unlimited
(PATU) for their help with the Plan. As a follow up to
the successful Wild Trout Summit held a couple of years
ago, the PFBC will convene a Statewide Fisheries Summit on February 20th focusing on all the fishing resources and species. Additionally, in order to replace
cancelled outdoor shows, the PFBC is now doing a virtual Outdoor Expo, including popular programs about
kayaking and kayak fishing; information can be found
on PFBC’s website.
The PFBC has launched a new automated licensing
system in cooperation with the PA Game Commission,
called Hunt Fish PA. It is intended to be more user
friendly and intuitive. Licenses can be purchased and
saved through smart phones, and are no longer required
to be displayed. Voluntary permits and senior licenses
are also available on-line. Commissioner Hussar stated
that one of the benefits of the new system is that the
PFBC can “mine” demographic data from the system.
Schaeffer said it will help with marketing, and gives the
PFBC email addresses for better communication with
anglers, and the new system has an auto-renew option.
He welcomes any feedback to improve the system.
Trout season will open statewide on April 3 again
this year in order to spread out opening day pressure,
minimize travel, reduce crowds due to the ongoing
COVID pandemic, and with the benefit of having two
more weeks of trout season. The PFBC consulted with a
number of state agencies including the Department of
Health as well as DCNR on the early opener. During
2020, fishing license sales were up 20% and launch permits up 40% from the previous year, as the public used
fishing and boating as a relief valve from COVID pandemic pressures. Trout stocking will start next week on
February 15th. Local sportsman’s clubs can help WCOs
with the stocking, but the PFBC is still not allowing
general public assistance due to COVID issues. Stocking
schedules will be available again on-line as the public is
now accustomed to social distancing, and less likely to
gather in crowds during stockings. The Mentored Youth
Day that allows youth to fish the weekend prior to opening day is back on this year, and youth licenses purchased last year will be valid for this year’s program.
Continued on next page
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044
PA Fish & Boat Commission Update continued
Governor Wolf released $23.8 million to repair high
hazard dams which the PFBC is matching with $20 million of PFBC boat funds. The dam at Rose Valley is being proactively evaluated for rehabilitation because it is
nearing the end of its 50 year life, and bringing the
structure up to new standards before it becomes a problem will minimize the time it is out of service. A consultant has been hired and design of the project will be
completed in 2022. Construction is estimated to begin in
the summer of 2024, with completion by spring of 2026,
so the recreation value will be lost for only 1½ years.
The project cost is estimated at $5 million. During the
draw-down, fish will be salvaged and moved to area
waters. Following completion of the new dam, the
PFBC will repopulate fish in the lake. Schaeffer commented that there will be a good opportunity for local
groups, such as the Williamsport High School Fly Fishing
Club, to help in projects during the drawdown such installing habitat structures in the lake before it is filled
back up again.
On a question on the status of the Muncy boat access,
Schaeffer gave thanks to Rep. Garth Everett and Senator
Gene Yaw for their help in securing the release of funding for a new river access which will be just downstream
of the closed access at the Muncy bridge. Design is being finalized and construction will be in the Summer of
2022, with completion scheduled for Fall of 2022.
The PFBC administers a boating facilities matching
grant program that can be used for new boat launches,
such as for kayaks, so long as there is public access provided. It was reported that the Loyalsock Creek Watershed Association, is considering a primitive boat launch
on Loyalsock Creek near the Barbours bridge. Also,
there is another potential access on land at the former
Little League Camp property that is up for sale.
Schaeffer said he will convey contact information for
PFBC staff that could help work proactively on launch
location and funding. Schaeffer closed his remarks with
a boating safety tip – wear your life jacket. There were
11 boating fatalities in 2020, and none were wearing life
jackets
A question came up concerning whether the PFBC
could offer lower cost non-resident senior licenses with
the goal of helping the PFBC to qualify for Federal
funds. Schaeffer responded that they will consider that,
and noted the PFBC does offer non- resident college
student licenses at the PA resident rate.
Jason Detar responded to questions about ongoing
monitoring of the water quality and fish in Class A and
Wild Trout streams, and he stated that such monitoring
is done under their Trout Management Plan. Continued
monitoring is needed to better understand trends
(including declines) in trout populations, and to develop
remediation strategies and address problems.
Detar was asked why Penn's Creek and other Class A
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trout streams are stocked. Detar explained that thirteen
Class A stream sections are stocked including one section of Penn’s Creek which has high angler use. There
was a comment that the PFBC should consider not
stocking Class A streams and reducing the creel limits
on trout in these streams. It was further suggested that
stocked rainbow trout could be put in non-Class A
streams segments of Loyalsock or Lycoming Creeks
instead of Penn's Creek.
Detar responded to a TU question submitted prior to
the meeting about the effect of drought on trout populations. He said from June until the 2020 Christmas Day
flood, streams in the region were impacted by very low
flows. The flood occurred at a bad time of year, in that it
may have resulted in the loss of eggs in redds, reducing
the next year class recruitment. The impact may be better understood after field sampling this year, but he said
in that general, low water has the greatest impact on
marginal trout streams, with temperature as the main
limiting factor. Forested watersheds are much less susceptible to severe variability in stream flows and conditions related to climate change, which speaks to their
importance in protecting habitat and water quality.
Schaeffer encouraged the TU Chapter to review and
comment on proposed regulatory stream updates in
northcentral PA, including new Class A and Wild Trout
classifications. The PFBC has worked through a backlog
of candidate streams, and new designations will be considered at future meetings. Schaeffer mentioned that
there is a new regulatory tracking tool on the PFBC
website that is easier to use than trying to find legislation in the PA Bulletin.
There was a question on whether a particular Class A
stocked stream could remain open on a catch and release
status before the normal opening day to take advantage
of early fly hatches. Detar responded that the stream
section in question was a stocked Class A stream with
high angler use and changes to regulations and stocking
procedures can be discussed and considered in the future.
Schaeffer noted the outstanding stream restoration
work that has been done by a partnership with Renee’
Carey of the Northcentral PA Conservancy (NPC), Marcus Kohl and Jason Fellon of PADEP, and the local
county conservation districts. The PFBC contributes
design expertise and heavy equipment, PADEP expedites permits, NPC administers the PADEP block grants,
and the conservation districts help facilitate cooperation
with the landowners.
This partnership is a model for improving in-stream
habitat while reducing nutrients and sediments to the
Chesapeake Bay.
Two such Stream Habitat Improvement Partnerships
have been created in the State based on such partnership
experiences here in our area.
Continued on next page
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044
PA Fish & Boat Commission Update continued
Detar said the PFBC is interested in using this type of program to improve the habitat of the 3.9 mile Delayed Harvest/Keystone Select stretch of Little Pine Creek above the lake. He said there is much erosion and long stretches of
poor holding water. In response to a concern about the flash flood experiences in that section of stream, Detar said
they will consider the watershed and site specific characteristics in looking at potential habitat improvement projects.
There was a question about PFBC’s commitment to protecting wild trout. Detar responded that there are over 23
wild trout issues and 52 strategies in the Trout Management Plan. A few of the recommendations include documentation and monitoring of new wild trout waters, increasing minimum length, and new slot limit regulations to encourage
more spawning (e.g. on Penn's Creek). The PFBC was commended and thanked for their work on behalf of protecting
and enhancing wild trout populations.
Jacob Bennett, Waterways Conservation Officer (WCO), commented that the changes in Penn’s Creek regulations
and stocking of the downstream section have been generally well received. Bennett said that he has not had any problems, and that anglers fishing that section of Penn’s Creek tend to be compliant and self policing, and really care
about the resource.
The PFBC was thanked for the great red band rainbow trout from Tylersville and Beaver Spring that they have
stocked in the Keystone Select area on Loyalsock Creek. In response to a question about access to that stretch one
mile up into Sullivan County and “no fishing” signs there, WCO Darrell Miller said he will be working with local
landowners on access issues. It was also suggested that the upper limit of trout stocking on the Loyalsock be extended
to above the Rock Run bridge into a good habitat area. Detar responded that they would like to extend the stocking
area although access would need to be evaluated.
Rachel Kester of PATU commented that the eggs were shipped yesterday for the Trout in the Classroom program
to schools that are able to participate. She also announced that the Cold Water Heritage Partnership Grant is open for
applications until February 15th, and encouraged participants to contact her before applying. Tim Schaeffer congratulated PATU on their great videos about water quality and riparian buffer projects.
Eric Hussar thanked the Susquehanna Chapter for the meeting and said he really likes our “Ripples” newsletter.
He also thanked the Chapter for supporting the new Penn’s Creek Section 3 regulations, and asked everyone to please
contact him with any additional questions or concerns.
The next Susquehanna TU Chapter meeting will be on Zoom on March 10, 2021 and will focus on findings and
recommendations from the upper Loyalsock Creek AMD Remediation Study. Shawn Rummell of Trout Unlimited
and Neil Wolfe of Hedin Environmental will give a presentation summarizing the report. The Eastern PA Coalition
for Abandoned Mine Reclamation (EPCAMR), Loyalsock Watershed Association, Lycoming College Clean Water
Institute, Susquehanna University Freshwater Research Institute, and others will also be invited to participate.
Above article written by Chapter Vice President Walt Nicholson with contributions from PFBC Executive Director Tim Schaeffer and PFBC Area 3 Fisheries Manager Jason Detar.

Pennsylvania
DCNR
(Forestry) have been
issuing reminders of the
hazards that exist in
many of the roads within the State Forest.
These roads are not
plowed or maintained in
the winter and with the
large amounts of snow
that we have received,
many of the roads are
treacherous and impass-
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able. With the recent
warmer
temperatures
and thawing, ice has
become a significant
problem along with the
remaining snow. Many
vehicles are abandoned
on the roads as there is
no safe way to remove
them. DCNR states that
many of these vehicles
will remain in their location until the snow
and ice melt and they
can safely be removed.
Many roads are closed
so please check ahead
before heading out.
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Trout Unlimited Membership Application
Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
City: State: Zip: ________________________________________________________________________
Telephone (Day): __________________________ (Evening):____________________________________
E-mail Address: _________________________________________________________________________
Fax#: _________________________________________________________________________________
.
Please check membership category*:

 Special Introductory Rate ($17.50)
 Stream Explorer (under 12 years) ($12)
 Regular ($35)

 Family($55)
 TU Teen (13-18 years) $14

For Family Membership, please give names and ages (if children) of family members:
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Payment Method
 Check (payable to TROUT UNLIMITED)

 VISA

 MasterCard

 American Express

Card# _______________________________________________ Exp. Date:_____________
Name as it appears on card: ___________________________________________________
Membership contributions are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Please assign my membership to Susquehanna Chapter 044, Williamsport, PA

SEND TO:
Trout Unlimited
PO Box 7400
Woolly Bugger WV 25438-9960
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Susquehanna Ripples
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

Since 1964, the Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and
restore Central Pennsylvania’s Coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events

May 1, 2021
Opening day of Walleye

November 1, 2020 through
April 30, 2021
Mandatory Life Jacket
Requirement

May 22 - 28, 2021
National Safe Boating week

March 1, 2021
Stocked trout waters closed to
fishing
March 10, 2021
Meeting/ Zoom on Upper Loyalsock AMD Study – (tentative)
March 27, 2021
Statewide Mentored Youth Trout
Day
April 3, 2021
Opening Day of Trout Statewide
April 14, 2021
Chapter Meeting

June 12, 2021
Opening day of Bass
July 4, 2021
Fish for Free Day
September 7, 2021
Extended Trout Season Begins
September 8, 2021
Chapter Meeting
October 13, 2021
Chapter Meeting
November 10, 2021
Chapter Meeting

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd

Wednesday of each month and are open
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are
held at the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W 4th St, Williamsport, PA 17701, in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted). Parking is
at the rear of the Church and enter off of
Campbell Street.
No meetings are held in May, June,
July, August or December
The Susquehanna Ripples is the official newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited. It is published 8
times a year: January, February, March,
April, June/July, September, October,
and November. Please consider submitting something of interest to our readers;
a story, stream report, recipe, photograph, gear review, etc. Submissions
received will be placed in the next available issue. All submissions can be sent
to
susquehannatu@gmail.com
or
boblbaker@comcast.net.

