Susquehanna Ripples

Newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044

Chapter to Hold Raffle
to Benefit the TU’s
Service Partnership
After planning and waiting for the
Chapter activities and meetings to
resume, the time for the raffle has
finally arrived. The proceeds will
benefit our Chapters Service Partnership (formerly known as the
Veterans Service Partnership). This program serves
members of our military (active duty, reservists and veterans) as well as our first responders (fire service, medical, and law enforcement) and their families.
See the Presidents Message on page 2 for more information on the raffle but here are the prizes that we will
be offering.
1st Prize - Orvis Green Mountain 8 1/2’ fly rod with
Orvis reel (8wt) with vest loaded with flies and a landing net
2nd Prize - Orvis Green Mountain 8’ fly rod with Martin
Classic Fly reel (6wt)
3rd Prize - Orvis Limestone Special 8 1/2’ fly rod (6wt)
4th Prize - Orvis small stream fly rod 7’ (4-5wt)
5th Prize - E. Hille Lamiflex Fly Rod 6’ (4wt)
6th Prize - E. Hille Lamiflex Graphite 7’ spinning rod
(1/4 - 3/4 oz lure weight)
7th Prize - Browning Gold Medallion 9’ fly rod (8-9wt)
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Your Help is Needed
At our monthly meeting on Wednesday November
11, 2020, we will be planning our activities for the
coming year. We want your ideas and input so that we
can offer you the programs and activities that you want.
Please think about what you want to see and let us
know.
We will also be having our annual election and all
positions are open as well as 2 Director positions. All
positions serve a 1 year term with the exception of the
Directors who serve a 3 year term. We have not received any nominations as of yet but nominations will
be accepted from the floor prior to the election.

LIFE JACKET WEAR
REQUIRED NOVEMBER
1, 2020 TO APRIL 30, 2021
Boaters are required, by law, to
wear life jackets on boats less than 16
feet in length or any canoe or kayak during the cold
weather months from November 1 through April 30.
This requirement is intended to protect boaters from the
dangers of cold water shock if they fall into the water.
The risk of an accident being fatal is significantly
higher when the air and water temperatures are colder in
late fall through spring. Over the last 15 years, cold water incidents represented only eight percent of the boating-related accidents, but they resulted in 24 percent of
the fatalities. Victims who are wearing a life jacket
when exposed to cold water have potentially life-saving
advantages.
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At our October Board of Director’s Meeting, It was decided to try to have a
general membership meeting on our regularly scheduled second Wednesday of
Treasurer
November. Veteran’s Day, November 11, 2020, at 7:30 PM at Covenant CenBob Baker
tral Presbyterian Church is the next scheduled meeting. The main purpose of
boblbaker@comcast.net
the meeting will be the election of officers for the coming year. There were no
nominations submitted to the BOD so the current slate have all agreed to run
Director Emeritus and Advisor
for another term. Nominations will be accepted from the floor for the posiBill O’Connor
tions of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and two Directors.
The church has agreed to allow us to meet in the large social hall in the baseBoard of Directors
ment so social distancing can be achieved. They also are requiring that we
wear masks.
Bob Spencer (2020)
The program will consist of a review of local, state, and national activities
Bill Worobec (2020)
that
have been conducted by TU over the past year and seeking recommendaIsaac Bragunier (2021)
tions and suggestions from the membership about scheduling local activities
Dave Craig (2021)
for coming year.
Dave Wonderlich (2022)
We also have the raffle tickets ready for distribution to the members. As I
Joe Radley (2022)
mentioned previously, the purpose of this raffle is to liquidate items that have
Media Liaison
been donated to the chapter so that they can be put to use. All of the items are
Kevin McJunkin
either new or in excellent shape and any new or experienced fisher person
should be happy to have them. The tickets are $5.00 a piece or five for $20.
Program Director
Proceeds from the raffle are to benefit Trout Unlimited Service Partnership for
Joe Radley
fly-tying, rod building, and outings. There are 1000 tickets printed and the
drawing will be held at our February meeting. If you are not able to attend the
Veteran’s Service Partnership
meeting, you may contact Bob Baker or me via phone, text, or, e-mail and we
Coordinator
will see that you get tickets. If each member would be willing to sell or purCharles Knowlden
chase 4 tickets, the program would be a complete success. A list of prizes is
(570)971-1296
on the tickets as well as published in this edition of the Ripples.
Youth and Women’s Coordinator
We have received a banner from the PA State TU announcing the award we
Trout in the Classroom Coordinator were given for the Best Newsletter for 2020. That banner will be on display at
our future meetings and any public activities we might have.
As I mentioned in the last President’s Message, it has been a pleasure to
serve for this past year. Sometimes it seems like I have gained more than I
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
gave to the organization. It has actually been a relief from the quarantining
Bob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net
and lack of social interaction that we are used to. I encourage more of the
members to be active in the chapter so that you will be able to say that you
susquehannatu.com
have gained from being a member while giving to help protect the environsusquehannatu@gmail.com
ment and providing opportunities for others to enjoy the outdoors.

The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah. The picture was taken by
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April. The picture is used with
his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.
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Fly of the Month

Recipe of the Month

Articulated Midge
Tied by Dennis McCarty
Posted in Stupid Simple
Fly Tying Facebook
Page

Old Fashioned Salmon Patties

Hooks:

Head and Thorax Mustad#16 C67S
Abdomen Dai-Riki 300 Size #18
Thread: Head Brown 6/0
Body Olive 6/0
Gills: White Poly Yarn
Ribbing: Silver and Dark Brown Fine Wire
Wing Pads: Olive Flex Floss
UV: Anentik Thin

PFBC Releases Trout Plan for 2020-2024
At their quarterly meeting on October 19-20, the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission staff announced the publication of the new Strategic Plan for
Management of Trout Fisheries in Pennsylvania 20202024 (also known as the "Trout Plan"), which will guide
specific goals and objectives of the PFBC's trout management program through 2024. The goal of this plan is
to ensure that adequate protection is afforded to Pennsylvania's wild trout resources and that fisheries provided through the management of wild trout and stocking
of adult and fingerling trout provide high-quality angling opportunities in Pennsylvania.
"Anglers should be excited about the finalization of
the trout plan, because they had a part in forming it,"
said David Nihart, PFBC Coldwater Unit Leader. "Whether you are a die-hard stocked trout angler, a
wild trout enthusiast, or you enjoy both, there is something in the trout plan that will appeal to you. Trout
fishing is a favorite pastime for hundreds of thousands
of Pennsylvanians, and we will use this plan to guide
our decisions as we work to manage and protect our
trout fisheries now and for future generations."
The trout plan identifies 43 specific issues facing
trout management and offers 137 strategies for addressing those issues. The plan can be viewed on the PFBC
website (https://www.fishandboat.com/Fish/Fisheries/
TroutPlan/Documents/TroutPlan2020.pdf)
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Brian Cooper
David Mostoller
Leonard Specht
Aaron Weber

Robert Little Jr.
8/3/1929 - 10/15/2020
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Did you find all the words from last months TU word search? If not, here are
the answers
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The following is an interesting article
taken from the online edition of The
Philadelphia Inquirer on October 25,
2020. Although not in our immediate
area, the possibility for this to exist is
present with the number of mining
operations that are present in our
area.

Sinkholes are draining a
prized Lehigh Valley trout
stream. Is nature to blame,
or a nearby cement plant?
STOCKERTOWN, Pa. — Creeks
usually babble, but the sound coming
from a stretch of the Little Bushkill
on a recent autumn afternoon had a
deeper, more guttural tone. Water
was cascading into a sinkhole some
six feet deep, carving out rock and
dirt beneath the bank.
“That wasn’t there a few days
ago,” said Joe Baylog, president of
the Forks of the Delaware Chapter
of Trout Unlimited.
On the bank across from it, yet
another sinkhole swallowed more of
the Little Bushkill, cutting off its
flow to the larger Bushkill Creek 20
yards downstream. The sinkholes
had created such a vacuum, even
some of Bushkill Creek’s water was
running toward them, in the opposite direction.
Baylog and other fisherman believe those sinkholes and countless
more in the two Northampton County creeks are caused by the Hercules
Cement plant upstream. Founded in
1916, the company has changed the
local geology, Baylog contends, because its deep limestone quarry
drains the water table.
Every day, the plant pumps out 50
million to 55 million gallons of water
from the quarry into Bushkill Creek,
Nugent said. On two recent occasions, however, those pumps stopped
moving water back into the creek —
and suddenly, no more creek. On
Oct. 15, the Bushkill dried out for
several hours when temporary backup pumps at Hercules couldn’t maintain flow during planned pump
maintenance. It’s still unclear how
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many fish were killed that day, Baylog said, because the creek still hadn’t recovered from a June outage that
also dried it up and killed thousands
of fish, including brown trout.
With headwaters beginning on the
slopes of Blue Mountain, the Bushkill continues 22 miles before converging with the Delaware River in
Easton. Trout Unlimited, a nonprofit
dedicated to freshwater stream
preservation, designates the stream as
a “high quality cold water fishery,”
with portions considered “Class
A” trout waters by the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission.
There’s more at stake than just a
healthy trout-fishing stream, he added. The sinkholes are also a danger.
The most recent one he saw had dug
several feet into the bank, not visible
to anyone standing among the trees
above it.
Some homes on Bushkill Creek
affected by sinkholes are empty, purchased by Hercules Cement, Nugent
said, “after it became apparent that
state and local authorities were not in
a position to offer assistance." An
entire bridge and road by the confluence of the two creeks have long
been closed, also affected by the
sinkholes. A bigger problem is the
Route 33 bridge, a busy state road
through the Lehigh Valley. According to PennDot, the bridge’s northbound and southbound lanes will be
rebuilt in coming years, at a cost of
up to $23.5 million, after “significant
sinkhole activity” resulted in movement of the bridge’s pilings.
Baylog thinks the bridge’s problems are no coincidence.
Pennsylvania’s DEP said the Hercules plant’s mining permit dates to
1974 and does not have an expiration
date. The plant has a separate water
discharge permit in the renewal process. The DEP said the plant’s most
recent pump outage was not a permit
violation.
Along with lightning strikes, Baylog said, another outage was caused
by a squirrel in the motor.
Nugent said in a statement that the
company has helped fill in sinkholes
on adjacent properties. As for the
pumps, Buzzi Unicem is evaluating

potential solutions in development by
hydrologic experts, “even though we
are not obligated to do so.” The company, Nugent said, would share those
solutions in the “near future.”
The Philadelphia Inquirer
October 25, 2020
Jason Nark jnark@inquirer.com

Chapter Inventory would
make great gifts
With the Holiday season fast approaching, please consider giving
someone a great fishing gift. We
have a large selection of gently used
(and some new) rods, reels, lures,
flies, waders, nets, tackle boxes, fly
boxes, fly tying equipment, and lots
of other assorted items.
Let us know what you are looking
for or give us a call and we can meet
you to look at the inventory we have.
We will give you a great price on
anything you want (prices that can be
beat elsewhere).
We also have a large selection of
books from the Anglers Alcove at
James V. Brown Library. The library
did away with this section of the library and we received the books that
were in it. We have many classics
and informational books that would
make great reading over the next few
months. Some books are for sale
while most are available to sign out
and return when you are done with
them.
Consider gifting a child (or adult)
with some fishing gear this holiday
season and introduce them to the
great sport that we all enjoy.
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Since 1964, the Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and
restore Central Pennsylvania’s Coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events
November 1, 2020 through
April 30, 2021
Mandatory Life Jacket
Requirement
November 11, 2020
Chapter Meeting—Elections, Review and Planning
December 1, 2020
Fishing Licenses for 2020 on sale
January 13, 2021
Chapter Meeting
February 6 - 14, 2021
Great American Outdoor Show in
Harrisburg
February 10, 2021
Chapter Meeting
March 10, 2021
Chapter Meeting

April 14, 2021
Chapter Meeting

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd

Wednesday of each month and are open
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are
held at the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W 4th St, Williamsport, PA 17701, in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted). Parking is
at the rear of the Church and enter off of
Campbell Street.
No meetings are held in May, June,
July, August or December
The Susquehanna Ripples is the official newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited. It is published 8
times a year: January, February, March,
April, June/July, September, October,
and November. Please consider submitting something of interest to our readers;
a story, stream report, recipe, photograph, gear review, etc. Submissions
received will be placed in the next available issue. All submissions can be sent
to
susquehannatu@gmail.com
or
boblbaker@comcast.net.

