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Susquehanna Ripples 

Be Aware of Scams 
 
     The Officer’s and Directors of the Chapter would 
like to remind everyone of scam emails being sent to 
individuals claiming to be someone from the Chapter 
and soliciting money or gift cards. 
     Earlier in the year emails were being received using 
our Chapter President’s name, Charlie Knowlden, and 
attempting to solicit money for the fight against COVID
-19 and for the front line workers during this time. Other 
emails have been sent requesting gift cards for veterans 
affected by the COVID crisis.  The emails are using 
Charlies name but have an incorrect email address. 
     As Treasurer,  I get at least 1 request each week 
(sometimes multiple) for funds for a Chapter project.  
These emails come with a name of an Officer or Direc-
tor and ask to write a check and send it to a particular 
address for something purchased or to transfer money to 
another account. 
     The Chapter does not, and will not, solicit funds for 
any activity that is not affiliated with a Chapter event or 
activity. If we are doing something, it will be in the Sus-
quehanna Ripples and posted on our webpage and Face-
book page.  
     You can rest assured that the Officer’s, Directors, 
and others working with our Chapter stay in close con-
tact and are aware of any expenses that we may incur.  
We have safeguards in place to prevent illegal use of our 
funds.  We require 2 signatures on all expenditures - 
whether by check or withdrawing or transferring money 
from one account to another at the bank.  We do not 
have any debit or credit cards and we do not have online 
banking.  Several years ago, a financial reviewer was 
appointed to review our finances monthly and to make 
sure everything was done appropriately and that no 
waste or inappropriate use of Chapter funds was occur-

ring. 
     If you receive any emails soliciting funds for any 
reason, please ignore them and contact us for any ques-
tions or clarification.  This unfortunately is not the first 
time scammers have targeted our Chapter and it will not 
be the last.  We have not lost any funds due to  scams 
and we are asking you to be vigilant and do not give any 
money to anyone without first verifying with us. 
     With that being said, the Chapter will be having a 
raffle of fishing gear but we will not be calling or send-
ing emails to anyone soliciting money.  We will send an 
email notifying the membership of the raffle and how to 
purchase tickets but it will be an informational email 
only. 
     When in doubt, contact us for verification. 
 
 
 

Chapter Meetings are Cancelled until 
Further Notice 

 
    At a recent meeting of the Officer’s and Director’s, it 
was decided to cancel all Chapter meetings indefinitely.  
This was not an easy decision to make and there was a 
lengthy discussion before the decision was made and 
voted on. 
     There were many factors that went into our decision 
and it was ultimately the safety of everyone that made 
the decision easier.  Even with safety precautions in 
place like wearing a mask and social distancing, COVID 
cases have increased in our area. 
     We are sorry for this and will continually review the 
COVID conditions and make appropriate decisions af-
fecting our Chapter.  Everyone’s safety is or priority. 
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The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah.  The picture was taken by  
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April.  The picture is used with 

his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.  

President’s Message 
 

From Charles Knowlden 
President, Susquehanna  

Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited 

 

September 2020 
 

     This summer has provided many challenges to fishing through out the 
whole country. There has been the pandemic which has overshadowed the 
weather problems, all of which have made fishing opportunities difficult. 
There have been fires in the West, floods in some areas and droughts in others. 
The droughts and warmer water temperatures put an extra strain on fish for 
catch and release practices. It is better to leave the trout alone and perhaps 
spend time angling for bass and panfish in warmer waters. That can provide 
fun and also memories of how many of us started fishing. It can also be a great 
time to introduce someone to fishing. One positive thing that has come from 
the pandemic is that more people are enjoying the outdoors and the space it 
provides. Fishing license sales are at a 20 year high and fishing equipment and 
supplies are being sold at a rapid rate. Our membership is also up. Hopefully 
this indicates that more people are becoming concerned and involved in con-
servation practices and are willing to spend some time working and recreating 
for the future of fishing and the entire environment. One local example is the 
number of people who have become involved with the water quality checks in 
the headwaters of the Loyalsock Creek. TU has partnered with several other 
organizations to mitigate some issues with mine drainage in that area.  
     Another activity I was able to complete was teaching a veteran, Ron Pack-
ard, how to build a flyrod. We spent a couple days social distancing in my gar-
age while he assembled a beautiful 4-piece 6 weight graphite rod from a kit 
purchased through Netcraft.  
     We were finally able to get a small games of chance license so we can have 
a raffle to raise money for the Veterans Service Program to find projects like 
the Fly-tying and Rod Building Programs. When we have the details worked 
out, we will notify all the members.   
     I have asked Bob Baker to include a message from Chris Wood, President 
of TU, about the new strategic plan that TU is developing (see page 6). Please 
read it with an open mind.   Safe fishing.  

 
Lee Albeck 

Brooke Bishop 
Jeffrey Brooks 

Daniel Mast 

 
Shara Smith 

James Troxell 
Carl Ward 

Our Membership stands at 267 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iconfinder.com%2Ficons%2F483484%2Ffacebook_logo_media_multimedia_network_social_icon&psig=AOvVaw0r6Crf4z1c_V092cNFMyPo&ust=1520350594226640
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STANDARD CLINCH 
KNOT 

(5-6 wraps) 

 

Improving the “Improved” Clinch Knot 
By Walt Nicholson 

 
     It’s always fun to discover something “new,” and it’s 
even more fun when it’s by accident and disproves 
something that you have taken for granted for many 
years. I was experimenting one day with a new brand of 
4X tippet by testing it on a large hook. I made repeated 
tests of tying the tippet on the hook with the improved 
clinch knot using slight differences in how I made the 
final loop and made the curious finding that the knot I 
normally tied as the “improved” clinch knot may, in 
fact, be no improvement at all.  
     I reviewed several books and websites on fishing 
knots and found that many books and websites show the 
standard clinch knot to be tied as follows:  
 

 

 
 

         The problem with the clinch knot is that when ty-
ing on small tippets to your hook, such as 4X and small-
er, the wraps have to slide together perfectly which is 
difficult to do, particularly with soft monofilament, in 
dim light, and while swatting mosquitos and deer flies. 
The conventional wisdom, then, is to tie the “improved” 
clinch knot which many sources describe as follows: 

 

 

 

     This tie can be an improvement if all of the wraps 
slide together just so, but if they don’t (and I found that 
to be the case quite often), the knot may be weakened, 
which results in unexpected breakages during casting or 
setting the hook a little too aggressively on a strike, in-
stances we’ve all experienced and wondered why.  
     Using a slightly different finish to the knot results in 
superior breaking strength in almost every case. The 
description of the better “improved” clinch knot can be 
shown as follows: 

 
 
 

    
                         

     After thinking incorrectly for over 50 years that any 
way of tying the improved clinch knot was okay, it was 
astounding to find that carefully using the little finishing 
modification made such a difference. If you are skepti-
cal, give it a try and see for yourself. Tight lines, and 
good luck!  

Recipe of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Butter Basted Walleye with Kale and 
Black-eyed Pea Salad 

 
Ingredients: 
 
2 walleye fillets 
3 cloves of garlic 
3-4 sprigs of thyme 
All-purpose flour for dusting 
Salt 
Pepper 
 
This recipe is very simple. Just melt some butter and a 
tablespoon of oil over medium-high heat and toss in the 
garlic cloves and thyme sprigs. Then, season your wall-
eye fillets with salt and pepper and give them a dusting 
with flour before laying them in the pan. While the fil-
lets are cooking, tilt the pan to one side so the oil and 
butter pool on the edge, and spoon the hot butter over 
the fillet. Cook it like this on one side for 4-5 minutes, 
basting the fillet with butter. This is a really great meth-
od for cooking a thinner fillet because you don’t have to 
flip it over and risk it falling apart. It also allows it to get 
a nice crust on one side without overcooking.  
 
For the Salad 

• 4 cups of kale torn into bite-sized pieces with stems 
and veins removed 

• 1 can Black-eyed peas 

• 1 medium shallot, finely diced 

• ¼ cup apple cider vinegar 

• 1 tablespoon Dijon mustard 

• 2 tablespoons maple syrup 

• ½ cup olive oil 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 
In a bowl, add the shallots, vinegar, mustard, and maple 
syrup. Whisk the ingredients together and continue 
whisking as you pour in the olive oil. Taste the vinai-
grette and season with salt and pepper. In another large 
bowl, toss the kale and peas together with the maple-
mustard vinaigrette.  
 
Recipe taken from https://www.outdoorlife.com/story/
fishing/walleye-recipes-that-dont-invovle-frying/  

STANDARD 
“IMPROVED” 

CLINCH KNOT 
(5-6 wraps) 

IMPROVED 
“IMPROVED

” CLINCH 
KNOT 

(5-6 wraps) 

https://www.outdoorlife.com/story/fishing/walleye-recipes-that-dont-invovle-frying/
https://www.outdoorlife.com/story/fishing/walleye-recipes-that-dont-invovle-frying/
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AMD Treatment Systems 
on White Ash and Dwight 
Lewis Lumber Co. Prop-

erties and Limestone Sand 
By Ruth Rode 6/27/20 

 
History of AMD Treatment Sys-
tems, TAG Grant Received by 
Trout Unlimited and Recent Evalua-
tion 
 
Tribute to Bruno Najaka (March 3, 
1930 - July 3, 2018)and Corey 
Richmond (February 14, 1971 - 
April 21, 2020) 
 
Both Bruno and Corey were in-
volved with Sullivan County Con-
servation District. Bruno’s goal be-
fore his death was to reclaim the 
scars of Sullivan Country’s coal 
mining industry between Lopez and 
US Route 220 which impaired Loy-
alsock Creek’s watershed.  Corey 
became a watershed specialist for 
the conservation district in 1994.  
Both of these men worked as a team 
to eliminate mining scars and acid 
mine drainage (AMD) going into 
Loyalsock Creek. 
     Starting sometime around 1999 
two treatment systems were in-
stalled on White Ash property.  Wa-
ter from mine shafts was collected, 
piped, and outflowed onto ground to 
descend to Loyalsock Creek.  Tun-
nels A (AMD from Murray mines) 
and B (AMD from Connell mines) 
wee open ends of these pipes.  Bru-
no, Corey and White Ash land own-
ers, continued with planning and 
having treatment systems construct-
ed at both tunnels. 
     Tunnel A’s system ahs three un-
derground cells, each with a liner 
wrapped around its treatment 
(drainage pipes top and bottom with 
a layer of limestone between them).  
Being underground kept oxygen out 
of this system because oxygen less-
ens limestone’s ability to release its 
lime for neutralizing water’s acid.  
An intake captured some of the out-
flow from tunnel.  Water from in-
take flowed into bottom layer of 
drainage pipes of each cell, perco-
lated up through limestone to top 

layer of drainage pipes, flowed out 
of systems and down to Loyalsock 
Creek.  Various pipes to ground’s 
surface were ways to open valves 
and periodically flush the system.  
Untreated water did not pass 
through a weir before flowing to 
Loyalsock Creek over a layer of 
limestone exposed to oxygen.  
     Tunnel B’s system has in intake 
capturing all water from tunnel and 
piping some of it to a pond.  Water 
not entering pipe to pond flows over 
a weir and down a ditch lined with 
limestone to enter Loyalsock Creek.  
The pond has a liner with a system 
of a main drainage pipe with side 
pipes on the bottom.  Above that is 
a layer of limestone covered with 
two feet of mushroom compost to 
remove oxygen from water so it can 
be buffered by limestone before 
draining into bottom layer of drain-
age pipes.  Intake has a weir without 
a staff gauge to measure water by-
passing treatment system.  Water 
from treatment pond is directed into 
a lower pond to collect heavy met-
als.  Then treated water is released 
to flow into Loyalsock Creek.  
However, this water passes through 
a wetland which acts like nature’s 
sponge to purify water more before 
entering flow of Loyalsock Creek.  
This location is near where Tioga & 
Berwick Turnpike crossed Loy-
alsock Creek. 
     Robert Hedin (Hedin Environ-
mental Consultants) reported to 
LCWA Directors on November 28, 
2006 that tunnels A and B treat-
ments were not treating entire mine 
outflow that they were capable of 
treating because certain valves have 
not been properly adjusted which 
requires a special wrench.  We 
needed to have a wrench and in-
struction/maintenance schedule for 
flushing these systems.  Also a weir 
needed to be installed at Tunnel A.  
Another problem at both A & B 
intakes was sunlight causing algae 
growth and leaves clogging intake 
and system of pipes in Tunnel A’s 
underground cells and Tunnel B’s 
pipe carrying water to pond. 
     On April 25, 2007, Mr. Korb 
from BAMR and his men came to 

work with LCWA directors at both 
tunnels, gave us the special wrench, 
show us how to flush the system 
and maintenance advice.  During 
July 2009 LCWA placed aluminum 
carports with fencing around four 
sides over intakes of both tunnels to 
prevent algae growth and leaves 
from entering treatment systems. 
     The last coal breaker was dis-
mantled in 2005 thus leading the 
way toward using interest money 
from bonds that mining companies 
forfeited to the government because 
bond was not enough money to re-
claim the land.  Closing pit mining 
holes and grading land to its natural 
terrain, covering area with six to 
eight inches of treated biosolids 
from sewer treatment facilities and 
mixed with lime started taking 
place.  Biosolids/lime were mixed 
into rocky surface soils and trees 
and grasses to attract wildlife were 
planted.  All of this took place from 
2010 to 2011. 
  During November 2017 Tunnel 
A’s system had its three cells 
opened, pipes cleaned and lime-
stone washed.  Dead frogs, etc. 
from intake had prevented this sys-
tem from working to its capacity.  
After all was restored, several 
changes took place.  Old intake/
carport was removed.  Now a large 
volume of water bypasses this treat-
ment system and no weir or staff 
gage to measure water bypassing 
treatment system was installed.  
Water flowing into the treatment 
cells inters into three pipes.  Each 
pipe has a damper that needs adjust-
ed due to rainy times.  After the 
damper and as each pipe heads to its 
underground cell, there is a back-
flow pipe, four inches in diameter, 
that extends three feet above the 
ground’s surface and has holes to 
release water that cannot pass 
through its cell.  This untreated wa-
ter flows over ground’s surface and 
has formed a gully that leads to out-
flow ditch from treatment cells.  
There is no measurement for this 
untreated water.  Then each pipe 
inters its cell to flow through top 
drainage pipes, percolate down  

(continued on next page) 
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through limestone layer and drain 
out bottom layer of drainage pipes 
to outlet of system. This project was 
funded by Southwestern Energy. 
     During g 2015 a treatment sys-
tem for AMD at Gunton mines on 
Dwight Lewis Lumber Co. property 
was installed.  This system was a 
pond, as described for Tunnel B, 
which collected mine water from a 
major AMD seep.  Later, this sys-
tem was rehabilitated and a smaller 
pond near Old Bernice Road was 
made to collect heavy metals before 
treated water entered Birch Creek. 
     Has any need been found to treat 
AMD from Bernice mines west of 
the old Tioga/Berwick Turnpike?  
Tunnels A & B are east of Tioga & 
Berwick Turnpike and Gunton mine 
treatment is closer to US RT. 220. 
      Streams with acidity problems 
dur to wetlands in their headwaters 
have been treated with limestone 
sand piles deposited near these 
streams and before their mouth into 
Loyalsock Creek.  Rainfall on these 
piles allows limestone to buffer 
streams water.  However, sand from 
these limestone quarries at source of 
Antes Creek in Lycoming County 
have coated bottom of this stream 
and caused a fishery decline in this 
once famous trout fishing stream. 
     Local chapter of Trout Unlimited 
(Susquehanna Chapter) received a 
Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) 
from National Trout Unlimited of-
fice in Lock Haven, PA to evaluate 
existing AMD drainage treatments 
in upper Loyalsock Creek Water-
shed and ways to improve them.  
According to DEP standards, Loy-
alsock Creek is impaired two miles 
below Lopez.  Steve Szoke, Walter 
Nicholson, and Charles Knowlden 
of the Susquehanna Chapter of TU, 
Dr. Shawn Rummel of National 
Trout Unlimited and Robert Smith 
of Lycoming College visited both 
AMD sites on White Ash property 
during June 4, 2020 and found they 
were not treating acid mine drain-
age to their capacity. 
     They noticed that middle cell of 
Tunnel A did not have any water 
coming out of it’s backflow pipe 
and was probably treating its in-

flow.  Its outflow was about three 
fourths.  The outer two cell’s back-
flow pipes were releasing untreated 
water and their outflow was below 
its normal level.  Carport with fence 
is still over B’s intake.  This intake 
has a weir but no staff gauge to 
measure amount of untreated water 
bypassing treatment systems.  Both 
systems showed a lack of mainte-
nance due to no Bruno and Corey to 
do what they did before their ill-
nesses and deaths.  Also a water-
shed specialist and conservation 
director, both new at Sullivan Co. 
Conservation office, many not 
know what to do with these treat-
ment systems. 
     Dr. Shawn Rummel, who has 
gathered information  concerning 
water quality data available from 
different agencies, contractors, Dr. 
Niles studies, SRBC, PA Fish & 
Boat Com, USGS, plans to work the 
Robert Hedin (Hedin Environmen-
tal Consultants) and Robert Hughes, 
director at EPCAMR (Eastern PA 
Coalition of Abandoned Mine Rec-
lamations).  This fall they plan to 
collect water samples and do ma-
croinvertebrate studies above and 
below were treated and untreated 
water from Tunnels A and B enter 
Loyalsock Creek.  They plan to 
study geology of mine shafts and 
tunnels and see if there is a way to 
divert water away from entering 
mine shafts where it meets minerals 
causing acidity of this water and 
what will be the best and most fea-
sible way to fix these treatment 
problems.  This study will include 
finding an ongoing sustainable part-
nership to maintain these treatment 
systems. 
     We need the best treatment with 
the least maintenance that continues 
to work.  There is a different system 
for Babb Creek near Arnot in Tioga 
County for treating AMD.  It has a 
computerized sensor that adjusts 
limestone dispersion into its treat-
ment system and can add lime as 
needed.  Sullivan County’s AMD 
systems have a fixed amount of 
limestone.   
     “Existing Use” as Exceptional 
Value (EV) for Loyalsock Creek 

from Rock Run Road (iron bridge) 
to mouth (Montoursville). 
     We need to maintain/improve 
the AMD treatment systems in up-
per Loyalsock Creek Watershed.  
Since July 2008 the Loyalsock 
Creek received “Existing Use” as 
Exceptional Value classification.  
Fishermen of Trout Unlimited and 
Whistle Pigs Fishing Club have 
been catching native brook trout in 
Loyalsock Creek at junctions with 
tributary streams from Pier 87 res-
taurant upstream to Rock Run Road 
(iron bridge).  Studies by Shannon 
White indicate that native brook 
trout use the mainstem in winter.  
When movement in the mainstem 
and spawning in various tributaries  
has diversified the spread of genes 
based on her genetic research of fin 
clips.  Dr. Niles and his interns have 
been studying native trout popula-
tions in names and unnamed tribu-
tary streams and having pre and 
post flood data of some of these 
streams has helped to show post 
flood recovery of these native trout.  
Other studies with Clean Water In-
stitute and migration studies on Lit-
tle Bear Creek and other research in 
Loyalsock Creek Watershed has 
proved the value to the Loyalsock 
Creek Watershed Association and 
those helping to preserve and im-
prove Loyalsock Creek and its trib-
utaries flowing from Wyoming 
County, through Sullivan County 
and into Lycoming County.  This 
includes Loyalsock State Forest, 
Worlds End State Park and PS State 
Game lands open for public recrea-
tion. 

Edward J. Keller 
7/21/1939 - 7/19/2020 

 
William E. Johns 

8/19/1928 - 7/25/2020 
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A Note to Trout 
Unlimited’s Volunteers 

 
By Chris Wood, President TU 

 
     Trout Unlimited is developing a 
new strategic plan, which provides 
an opportunity to reaffirm, or call to 
question. our values. Fisheries man-
agement decisions can be controver-
sial, and yet on the topic of stocking 
our founding principles are clear 
and have been reaffirmed and ex-
panded upon by the North Ameri-
can Salmonid Policy.  I would like 
to hear from you on the fisheries 
management challenges you face in 
your areas and how you see them 
aligning, or not, with the below ex-
pression of some of my thoughts on 
TU’s approach to hatcheries. 
 
     Trout Unlimited vision: By the 
next generation, Trout Unlim-
ited will ensure that robust popula-
tions of native and wild Coldwater 
fish once again thrive within their 
North American range, so that our 
children can enjoy healthy fisheries 
in their home waters. 
 
     A few weeks before the COVID-
19 pandemic, I was catching wild 
trout in western North Carolina with 
a guide who had rejoined TU be-
cause the local chapter decided to 
stop helping the state to stock hatch-
ery fish, and instead chose to focus 
exclusively on creating the flow and 
habitat conditions necessary to sup-
port wild and native trout.   
     If you want to get normally se-
rene trout anglers wound up, just 
wade into the “hatchery vs. wild/
native” debate. I know of at least 
three organizations that were 
formed because of disagreements 
with Trout Unlimited chapters over 
hatchery and wild fish. 
     The most controversy I ever en-
countered at Trout Unlimited wasn’t 
over climate change, Bristol Bay or 
the clean water rules. It was over a 
half-joking effort proposed by sev-
eral TU staff and volunteers to fish, 
and eat, non-native brown trout 
(consistent with the state’s regula-

tions) on a West Virginia river that 
also harbored native brook 
trout.  The “Broundup” was de-
signed to publicize and promote the 
problems of stocking non-native 
brown trout on top of native brook 
trout.  
     Ten years later, West Virginia 
now manages more than 130 miles 
of catch and release wild brook 
trout streams.  
     At the risk of re-opening some 
old broundup wounds, I offer the 
following for discussion among TU 
leaders. 
 
“Take care of the fish and the fish-
ing will take care of itself.” One of 
Trout Unlimited’s founders coined 
that phrase, and what Art Neumann 
meant was, if you restore the flow 
and habitat conditions that trout 
need in the river, the fishing will, by 
definition, get better. The more than 
1,100 miles of river that Trout Un-
limited protected last year, and the 
nearly 1,000 miles of river that we 
reconnected and restored, obviate 
the need for hatchery fish in most of 
those waters. 
 
     If we can adjust flows and fix 
habitat to sustain wild and native 
fish, isn’t it better to allow nature to 
provide rather than relying on fish 
raced in concrete tanks?  
 
     Advocate against stocking on 
top of rivers and streams that sup-
port sustainable wild and native 
trout. Stocking of hatchery trout can 
compromise the genes of native 
trout through hybridization, resilien-
cy to disease, and harm wild fisher-
ies through competition. More than 
30 years ago, Trout Unlimited de-
veloped a North American Salmon-
id Policy. It recommends: TU 
should “oppose stocking (and sup-
plementation) in waters where 
healthy self-sustaining salmonid 
populations exist.”  
 
     Advocate for hatchery programs 
that reintroduce heritage strain 
fish into areas they were extirpat-
ed. One of my favorite memories at 
Trout Unlimited was helping the 

DNR, TU staff, and a group of kids 
from Slanesville Elementary School 
in West Virginia to re-introduce 
heritage strain brook trout raised in 
a hatchery back into their natal wa-
ters where we had done restoration. 
Many times, I have witnessed the 
passion and enthusiasm kids have 
for raising non-native hatchery rain-
bow trout in their classroom fish 
tanks. Imagine if we could channel 
that same passion and energy, 
where possible, toward restoration 
and reintroduction of native fish?  
 
     Protect the best and eat the rest. 
Again, consistent with the North 
American Salmonid Policy, stock-
ing in tailwaters and other altered 
environments should be done only 
when it does not compromise the 
health of other wild and native spe-
cies.  Creative solutions can be 
found, however, that meet the needs 
of anglers and wild and native fish. 
In the Puget Sound region of Wash-
ington, TU is leading an effort to 
move hatchery production of steel-
head to support harvest fisheries to 
degraded rivers while keeping 
hatchery free the high-quality rivers 
that can support healthy and fisha-
ble wild populations of steelhead.  
 
     There is room for us all. Until 
we can appeal to spin fishermen and 
bait-anglers, we will remain a splin-
ter of an already fractured commu-
nity. Clean water and healthy habi-
tat are universally important to all 
anglers—who cares by what tech-
nique we experience our shared pas-
sion? Even though TU has always 
focused on fly-anglers, our work 
makes fishing better for everyone—
regardless of their gear. Good fish-
eries management, including re-
sponsible stocking practices is good 
for all anglers.  
     TU is not against hatcheries. In 
rivers where we cannot attain abun-
dant naturally reproducing wild or 
native fish, they can make sense. It 
is important to remember, for exam-
ple, that some of our finest conser-
vation advocates hail from states  
 

(Continued on next page) 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/263682109_Patterns_of_Hybridization_of_Nonnative_Cutthroat_Trout_and_Hatchery_Rainbow_Trout_with_Native_Redband_Trout_in_the_Boise_River_Idaho
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Hiram_Li/publication/232820743_Introgression_and_Susceptibility_to_Disease_in_a_Wild_Population_of_Rainbow_Trout/links/0046353601e35a0bf0000000/Introgression-and-Susceptibility-to-Disease-in-a-Wild-Population-of-Rainbow-Tr
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311633920_Brook_trout_use_of_thermal_refugia_and_foraging_habitat_influenced_by_brown_trout
https://www.tu.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/amendednasp.pdf
https://www.tu.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/amendednasp.pdf
https://www.tu.org/blog/restoring-trout-protecting-the-future/
https://www.tu.org/blog/restoring-trout-protecting-the-future/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/managing-rivers-for-wild-and-hatchery-raised-steelhead/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/managing-rivers-for-wild-and-hatchery-raised-steelhead/
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(A Note to Trout Unlimited’s Volunteers continued) 
 
such as  Texas, where there are few,  if any, wild and native trout. The Guadalupe River Chapter, for example,  has 
long led TU chapter efforts to fight the Pebble Mine, and invested heavily in the Tomorrow Fund.  
  Would Texas TU members be so generous if not for the stocking of the Guad? Maybe. A strong case can be made, 
however, that on the Guadalupe, fishing is the front door to conservation.  
     There are many gateways into Trout Unlimited. Mine was a desire to engage more anglers as conservation advo-
cates. Others came to TU through bluegill and rock-bass on twister-tails. Some came through citizen science work in 
the field; some, by catching hatchery fish.   
     At the end of the day, despite our disagreements, we will lean on the science to guide us, and for TU, there is a 
reasoned order—native fish are paramount, wild fish come second, and stocked fish only belong where they do not 
harm wild and native salmonids, and other native species.  
     Trout Unlimited was founded 60 years ago by a group of anglers on the banks of the AuSable River in Michigan 
who were frustrated by the state masking the effects of habitat degradation by pumping out ever more hatchery fish 
whose presence may have caused wild trout to be over-harvested.  
     Today we remain as committed to that vision as ever, and we are in the water, restoring many of those rivers and 
streams so that hatcheries are no longer as needed. 

 
Here is Veteran Ron Packard working on the windings of his fly rod. The second picture is the rod after the 
last coat of finish is put on the windings. The rod is on a rotator to even the finish as it sets up. He built the 
rod from a kit purchased from Jann’s Netcraft. It is a 9’ 5wt. 4 pc. graphite with an aluminum reel seat. 
Build time totaled about 8 hrs. The build took place in President Knowlden’s garage.  

Submitted by Charlie Knowlden 

http://www.grtu.org/grtu-tf/
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NEW STATE RECORD 
BROWN TROUT 

 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (August 31) – 
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission (PFBC) is pleased to 
announce a new state record Brown 
Trout! 
     On the morning of August 8, 
2020, angler Robert Ferraro, 68, of 
Erie, departed Walnut Creek Marina 
along with three friends aboard his 
boat, 'Heartbeat,' to enjoy a day of 
fishing.  The group was targeting 
steelhead as they began trolling in 
74 feet of water in the area known 
as the Condos, which is located east 
of Walnut Creek to the west of the 
Peninsula. 
     "We had been fishing in the 
same area the day before and caught 
some steelhead and walleye," said 
Ferraro.  "The water temperature at 
the bottom of the lake had become 
warmer overnight and we were not 
having as much luck.  We were just 
about to go looking for cooler water 
when our luck changed." 
     At approximately 8:30 a.m., Fer-
raro said his group was trolling 
when they got a "big hit" on a 
downrigger fitted to a 9-foot fishing 
rod that was trolling a small spoon 
lure on 14-pound copolymer fishing 
line at a depth of 56 feet.  The fish 
immediately began to run, taking 50 
feet of line with it, and swirled to 
the surface of the lake but never 
jumped out of the water.  Ferraro 
says after a stressful 10-minute 
fight, his friends were able to net 
the massive fish. 
     "It was a huge thrill to catch 
such a big fish, but we didn't know 
exactly what it was at first.  We sus-
pected it was a Brown Trout," re-
calls Ferraro. "We know they're in 
here, but the biggest ones I've 
caught before were around 12 
pounds, and this fish was over 20 
pounds.  It had a very dark back and 
some silver coloring on the body 
that made us question what it was 
for a minute.  We knew if it was a 
Brown Trout, it had a great chance 
to be a record." 
     Upon returning to Walnut Creek 

Marina, the fish was positively 
identified as a Brown Trout by 
PFBC Fisheries Biologist Mark 
Haffley. 
     "Older fish like this that have 
been out in the lake for many years 
can appear different, but upon ex-
amination, it had all the markings of 
a brown trout including a box-
shaped tail, spot pattern, and white 
pigmentation inside its mouth," said 
Haffley.  "Its exciting to see a fish 
like this, a large female, which we 
estimate to be at least 6 or 7 years 
old." 
     In the presence of PFBC Water-
ways Conservation Officer Tyler 
Soety and Deputy WCO Brad Do-
nor, the Brown Trout was weighed 
on a certified scale, where it was 
officially recorded at 20 pounds, 9 
ounces, exceeding the previous rec-
ord set in 2000, also by an angler 
from Erie, by 11 ounces.  Ferraro's 
fish measured 33.75 inches in 
length with a girth of 21.125 inches. 
As is required for state record con-
sideration, in addition to a wit-
nessed weigh-in and PFBC in-
person inspection, Ferraro complet-
ed an official state record fish appli-
cation including color photographs, 
which was reviewed by PFBC offi-
cials and confirmed.  State record 
fish are judged only by weight and 
must exceed the previous state rec-
ord by at least two ounces. 
     Ferraro, a lifelong angler, says 
he is honored to hold the new state 
record, which he believes could be 
broken at any time. 
     "There are absolutely more fish 
like this out there," added Ferra-
ro.  "I really hope it gives other peo-
ple some motivation to get out and 
catch them.  I think it really under-
scores how healthy our fishery is 
right now in Lake Erie." 
     Since 2009, the PFBC has 
stocked approximately 100,000 fin-
gerling Brown Trout annually into 
Lake Erie tributaries and Presque 
Isle Bay to enhance the quality near
-shore fishery.  These Brown Trout, 
spawned at the Linesville State Fish 
Hatchery in Crawford County and 
raised at other PFBC hatcheries and 
cooperative nurseries, add diversity 

for anglers enjoying the annual fall 
steelhead run in the tributaries, as 
well as Lake Erie anglers who seek 
them on the open water.  More in-
formation about the PFBC Lake 
Erie Brown Trout Program can be 
found on the PFBC Website. 

 
Mike Parker 

Communications Director 
PFBC 

 
 

PFBC seeks comment on 
proposed Penn's Creek 

regulation change  
 

Since Jan. 1, 2014 after stocking of 
trout was ceased and slot limit regu-
lations were established on a seven-
mile stretch of Penn's Creek 
(Section 03), Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission electrofishing 
surveys have shown a significant 
increase in the numbers of larger 
(16 inches and over) brown trout. 
Based on these findings, the PFBC 
is proposing the adoption of the fol-
lowing rulemaking on Special Reg-
ulations, to go into effect on Jan. 1, 
2021: “Penn's Creek, from the con-
fluence of Elk Creek downstream 
seven miles to 600 meters down-
stream of Swift Run, will be open to 
fishing year-round. All tackle types 
are permitted. From 8 a.m. on the 
first Saturday after April 11 through 
Labor Day – the daily creel limit for 
trout is two (combined species). 
Trout must be at least seven inches 
but less than 12 inches in length to 
be killed or possessed. From the day 
after Labor Day until 8 a.m. on the 
first Saturday after April 11, no 
trout may be killed or possessed. 
Inland regulations apply to all other 
species.” The complete details and 
background information on this pro-
posed Rulemaking #300 can be 
viewed at patrout.org or https://
www.fishandboat.com/Regulations/
Pages/
ProposedRecentRegulations.aspx  
pdf. A link is provided for submit-
ting public comments up until Sept. 
8.  

patrout.org
https://www.fishandboat.com/Regulations/Pages/ProposedRecentRegulations.aspx
https://www.fishandboat.com/Regulations/Pages/ProposedRecentRegulations.aspx
https://www.fishandboat.com/Regulations/Pages/ProposedRecentRegulations.aspx
https://www.fishandboat.com/Regulations/Pages/ProposedRecentRegulations.aspx
https://www.fishandboat.com/Regulations/Pages/ProposedRecentRegulations.aspx
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Susquehanna Chapter applies for 
 Technical Assistance Grant (TAG) 

 
     Earlier this year the Chapter submitted a TAG appli-
cation to Trout Unlimited to evaluate and address the 
acid mine drainage in the upper parts of the Loyalsock 
Creek Watershed and to look at the impacts the current 
remediation procedures have had on the watershed. 
 
Specifically, the grant will allow for the following to be 
completed: 
 

• Biological surveys for fish, benthic macroinverte-
brates, and habitat 

• Treatment system evaluation and recommendations 
for improvement 

• Conceptual design plan for treatment system 

• Rapid AMD characterization or watershed snapshot 

• Monitoring plan development 

• Qualified Hydrologic Unit Plan development 

• Technical capacity building  
 
     Ruth Rode of the Loyalsock Creek Watershed wrote 
an article that describes the acid mine treatment systems 
on 2 properties within the watershed.  (see page 4) 

 
Donations Received 

 
Laurel Tysiak  
     Large collection of salt water rods, reels and lures; 
spin fishing equipment, several tackle boxes, books, ice 
fishing gear and other various items 
 
Inflection Energy - $13.333.00.  
     In November 2017, Inflection Energy had a well pad 
off Yeagle Road in Eldred Township, Lycoming Coun-
ty.  Approximately 63,000 gal lons of  treated brine wa-
ter escaped onto the ground and some going into a tribu-
tary of Loyalsock Creek. Earlier this year, Inflection En-
ergy plead guilty to charges, and as part of the sentenc-
ing, Lycoming County Judge Marc Lovecchio ordered 
Inflection Energy to make the $13,333 donation to our 
chapter.  
 

Notice of upcoming election 
 

     The annual chapter elections will be held at the No-
vember 2020 meeting.  The President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and 2 Director positions are open. 
     Please consider giving some of your time to the 
Chapter and help guide us into the future. This is your 
Chapter and want you to have a voice in the direction 
and future of our Chapter. 
     If you have any questions or would like information 
on the duties of any of the positions, please let us know. 

Fly of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 

Chubby Chernobyl 
 
Hook:            #4-8 Tiemco 5262 or #10-14 Umpqua 
          XT050. 
Thread:        Tan 6/0 UNI-Thread. 
Body:            Nature’s Spirit Emergence Dubbing, 
          Hare’s Ear. 
Overbody:   Black over tan 3mm Wapsi Fly Foam. 
Legs:            Gold/amber black Hareline Fly Enhancer 
          Legs 
Wings:        Polypropylene Macramé Yarn, gray, brown, 
          rust, gold, and tan, brushed/blended 
 
Pattern taken from https://www.flyfisherman.com/
editorial/chubby-chernobyl-elevated/370481  where step 
by step instructions can be found.  Fly tied by, and photo 
by Charlie Craven. 
 
     We are looking at the options available should the 
November meeting be cancelled 
 

https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/chubby-chernobyl-elevated/370481
https://www.flyfisherman.com/editorial/chubby-chernobyl-elevated/370481


Since 1964, the Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and 
restore Central Pennsylvania’s Coldwater fisheries and their watersheds 

Susquehanna Ripples 
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1132 
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132 

 

The Susquehanna Ripples is the offi-
cial newsletter of the Susquehanna Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited.  It is published 8 
times a year: January, February, March, 
April, June/July, September, October, 
and November.  Please consider submit-
ting something of interest to our readers; 
a story, stream report, recipe, photo-
graph, gear review, etc.  Submissions 
received will be placed in the next avail-
able issue.  All submissions can be sent 
to susquehannatu@gmail.com or 
boblbaker@comcast.net. 

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month and are open 
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm 
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are 
held at the Covenant Central Presby-
terian Church, 807 W 4th St, Wil-
liamsport, PA 17701,  in the  Fellowship  
Hall (unless otherwise noted).  Parking is 
at the rear of the Church and enter off of 
Campbell Street. 

No meetings are held in May, June,  
July, August or December 

 Upcoming Events 
 

September 8, 2020 
Extended Trout Season Begins 

 
September 9, 2020 

Cancelled - Chapter Meeting 
 

September 12, 2020 
Cancelled - Slate Run Sportsmen 

Fall Meeting at 1030 am at the 
Brown Township Fire Hall.  slat-

erunsportsmen.com/calendar/   
 

October 14, 2020 
Chapter Meeting 

 
November 11, 2020 

Chapter Meeting 
 

December 1, 2020 
Fishing Licenses for 2020 on sale 

 
January 13, 2021 
Chapter Meeting 

 

February 6 - 14, 2021 
Great American Outdoor Show in 

Harrisburg 
 

February 10, 2021 
Chapter Meeting 

 
March 10, 2021 
Chapter Meeting 

 
April 14, 2021 

Chapter Meeting 
 

http://slaterunsportsmen.com/calendar/
http://slaterunsportsmen.com/calendar/

