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Susquehanna Ripples 

A Note from the Editor Bob Baker 
 

     Our world has changed drastically over the last few 
weeks and it is unknown what the future will be like.  
The Corona Virus has changed the way we work and 
live in a way that I can never remember happening be-
fore.  Many business’s have been forced to close, people 
have lost their jobs, and staying inside and practicing 
social distancing is becoming the norm. 
     When Governor Wolf ordered non essential busi-
ness’s to close, there was, and still is, questions about 
what is and isn’t essential.  He has attempted to clarify 
what we can still do and enjoying the outdoors is one of 
those activities. 
     We can still go for walks, ride our bikes on the rail 
trail, go fishing, hunting, bird watching, boating, etc.  
We, as outdoors people, have practiced social distancing 
throughout our time outdoors.  We can still go fishing 
and hunting but guides have been deemed non essential 
and we must wait to hire them. 
     Looking through Facebook, I see people posting their 
social distancing pictures and the many activities that 
they are enjoying.  At the same time, PA DCNR and 
other State agencies are posting pictures of the trash and 
damage being left behind by the large numbers of peo-
ple suddenly outdoors. 
     While state parks and forests remain open for many 
activities, they may not remain that way if littering and 
damage continues.  There is no excuse for this and as 
outdoors people, we have hold the outdoors to a higher 
regard than others.   
     When we are outdoors, no matter where we are, we 
should practice leave no trace.  I know that many of you 
do your part in picking up trash left by someone else 
when you are out on the stream and this is very much 
appreciated.  Please continue to do this and if you see 

someone littering or damaging property, please let law 
enforcement know. Littering and damaging property 
only ruins the outdoor experience for the next person 
and possibly for everyone in the future. 
     We will get through this time of uncertainty by fol-
lowing the recommendations of the government and 
health agencies.   
     If you do go outdoors, please enjoy the solitude and 
peace that being outdoors brings to us while being safe 
and cautious.  And remember, trout season starts on 
April 18. 
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The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah.  The picture was taken by  
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April.  The picture is used with 

his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.  

President’s Message 
 

From Charles Knowlden 
President, Susquehanna  

Chapter of  
Trout Unlimited 

 

April 2020 
 

     I hope this message finds you all well.  The Corona Virus Pandemic has 
caused quite a disruption to our lives and as TU National Office recommend-
ed, we have curtailed our activities for the time being.  Our fly tying program 
was cut short and the April meeting has been cancelled.  We are waiting for 
government recommendations and TU approval before we reconvene.  We are 
hoping that the crisis will be short lived for everyone’s sake. 
     One item that the Board of Directors has been discussing is the possibility 
of holding a raffle as a fundraiser and to deplete our inventory of some new 
and used items that have been donated to the chapter.  Some of these items 
were donated for use in the veteran’s program, others with no specific designa-
tion.  Since we have dropped our affiliation with the Healing Waters program, 
there is no money specifically designated for the veterans in our budget. We 
have tried unsuccessfully to sell some of these items and it was felt that a raffle 
might be the best return for the value of these items.  Walt Nicholson, Joe 
Radley and I spent a Tuesday morning a couple of weeks ago and came up 
with a list of items to offer as prizes.  There are six good quality fly rods, some  
with accessories and one spinning rod in either  new or very good condition. 
After checking catalogues, the internet sales sites and some of our members 
that are familiar with rod values, we came to the conclusion that the total value 
of the prizes would exceed $1000.  The cost of the raffle would be $125.00 for 
the small games of chance license and about $200 for printing tickets.  If we 
printed 1000 tickets that sold for $5 each, we could make a decent amount.  
That would be an average of about 4 tickets per member.  That of course is 
under the condition that we have the support of the chapter members. 
     The fundraiser would not get underway until our “social distancing” recom-
mendations are revoked and the economy shows improvement.  An approxi-
mate timeline would be to get the project underway in early Summer and have 
the drawing in the Fall.  I am interested in hearing from the members to see if 
there is enough support for this project.  Please e-mail, text or phone if you 
have any questions, concerns or if you just want to support the project.   
     I hope everyone stays healthy, safe, and can resume fishing in the near fu-

ture.   

Donations Received 
 
John Lane  Fly tying desk set, rod winding apparatus, and fly 
   tying / fishing books 
John Merrifield  approximately 100 Alaskan Salmon / Steelhead Flies 
   (new) 
 
The Chapter would like to thank both John’s for their generous donations to 
the Chapter.  These items will be used in future class’s, available for our mem-
bers use, and to generate funds for the Chapter. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjBiLOIv9XZAhWiVt8KHcVJBeMQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fitunes.apple.com%2Fus%2Fapp%2Ftumblr%2Fid305343404%3Fmt%3D8&psig=AOvVaw3pb91cf7FN684NzCODuf3R&ust=15203499
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iconfinder.com%2Ficons%2F483484%2Ffacebook_logo_media_multimedia_network_social_icon&psig=AOvVaw0r6Crf4z1c_V092cNFMyPo&ust=1520350594226640
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Upcoming Events 
 

November 1 - April 30, 2020 
Mandatory Life Jacket Wear 

 
April 4, 2020 

Regional Opening Day of Trout for 
18 Southeastern Counties 

(Cancelled by PFBC) 
 

April 4, 2020 
Slate Run Sportsmen Spring Meet-

ing at 10 am at Hotel Manor. 
(Cancelled) 

 
April 8, 2020 

Chapter Meeting - (Cancelled) 
 

April 11, 2020 
Mentored Youth Trout Day 

Statewide 
 

April 18 
Statewide Opening day of Trout 

 
May 2, 2020 

Opening day of Walleye 
 

May 24, 2020 
Fish for Free Day 

 
June 13, 2020 

Opening Day of Bass 
 

June 13, 2020 
Slate Run Sportsmen Pat Eroh 
Summer Picnic at 1030. at the 

Brown Township Fire Hall.  slat-
erunsportsmen.com/calendar/  

 
July 4, 2020 

Fish for Free Day 
 
 

September 8, 2020 
Extended Trout Season Begins 

 
September 9, 2020 

Chapter Meeting 
 

September 12, 2020 
Slate Run Sportsmen Fall Meeting 
at 1030 am at the Brown Township 
Fire Hall.  slaterunsportsmen.com/

calendar/   
 

October 14, 2020 
Chapter Meeting 

 
November 11, 2020 

Chapter Meeting 
 

December 1, 2020 
Fishing Licenses for 2020 go on 

sale 

Signs and Symptoms 
 
Lyme Disease:  Early-expanding 
rash or rashes, in 80-90% of cas-
es.  May experience viral like 
symptoms (fever, headache, body 
aches). Later—heart problems, 
weakness, tremors, memory loss, 
and arthritis. 
 
Anaplasmosis:  Fever, severe 
headaches, malaise, muscle 
pains, and chills.  Other symp-
toms may include confusion, 
hemorrhages, and renal failure. 
Less often cough and joint pain 
and rash. Prevalent in New Eng-
land, North Central US, and 
northern California. 
 
Ehrlichiosis:  Fever, severe 
headaches, malaise, muscle 
pains, and chills.  Other symp-
toms may include nausea, vomit-
ing, confusion, and joint pain. 
Prevalent in Eastern Half of US 
(particularly the Southern States) 
 
Babesiosis: Symptoms include 
spiking fever and chills. Intensive 
hospital care may be required.  
Prevalent in Northeastern US. 
 

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fe-
ver:  Rash, especially on the ex-
tremities (soles of the feet and 
palms of hands), headache and 
chills leading to delirium, shock, 
kidney failure, heart problems, 
neurological problems. Can be 
very serious.  Prevalent in both 
Eastern and Western US 
 
Stari: Symptoms similar to 
Lyme disease. No test is availa-
ble. 
 

Avoiding Tick Bites 
 Avoid known tick areas when 

possible 
 Wear long sleeved shirt and 

long pants (tucked into 
socks) when walking in the 
wood and fields 

 Wear light colored clothing 
to help spot ticks 

 Use safe tick repellent on 
skin and clothes 

 Perform daily tick checks on 
yourself, your children and 
pets after being outside. 

 Shower using a wash cloth to 
dislodge unattached ticks. 

 If you get any symptoms as-
sociated with any tick bite, 
see you Dr. immediately. 

Tick Season is Upon Us Again 
      
     Ticks can be found in grassy areas and 
wooded areas (Wow every place that we 
go).  Taking simple precautions each time 
we head outdoors can help reduce your 
chances of getting a tick on you and getting 
sick from a tick bit.  If you find a tick on 
you: 
1. Use tweezers and grab tick as close to 

your skin as possible 
2. Gently pull the tick in a steady, upward 

motion 
3. Wash the area with soap and water  
4. Record date, time, and location of tick 

bite and watch for symptoms of disease.   

https://www.fishandboat.com/Boat/BoatingRegulations/Pages/MandatoryPFD.aspx
http://slaterunsportsmen.com/calendar/
http://slaterunsportsmen.com/calendar/
http://slaterunsportsmen.com/calendar/
http://slaterunsportsmen.com/calendar/
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A Fishing Haiku 

By Chris Bass 

 

Dawn by the river, 

Daylight has barely arrived. 

Mist dances gently. 

 

I breathe the sweet air, 

grass, dew and some late blossom. 

Perfume from the fields.  

  

By the water’s edge, 

I sit calm, quiet and still.  

Take in the moment.  

  

I watch the water. 

To fish now would be to rush. 

I’ll learn much more here. 

  

The peat stained water 

is so fast in some places, 

so slow in others.   

  

I look for the signs;  

creases, foam lines and ed-
dys.               

Here the trout will be.  

  

I make my first step, 

into the river I tread. 

To share the water. 

  

The pool before me –  

familiar excitement 

starts to rise inside. 

  

 

 

Will a big trout take? 

A silver grayling perhaps? 

Anything will do.  

  

The day’s first cast lands,  

gently, but a little long.  

No matter, there’s time.  

  

Speaking of the time,  

it’s not the same when you’re here.  

It doesn’t matter.  

  

The sun is up now, 

Kissing the top of the trees. 

Warm gold and green mix. 

  

A quick second cast 

lands perfectly in the crease. 

Surely it’s the one? 

  

Slowly the fly glides. 

The anticipation builds.  

The same every cast.  

  

A movement deep 
down,                       

everything in slow motion.  

I can barely breathe.  

  

The mirrored surface,  

is suddenly clear no more. 

Broken by a splash. 

  

He’s taken the fly, 

He quickly bids for freedom. 

Fish and I connect.  

  

 

 

The rod hoops sweetly,  

everything works as it should.  

Soon he’s in the net.  

  

I lift him gently. 

I admire him contently. 

And then set him free.  

  

The day can only, 

Grow more beautiful to me. 

Now I’ve had just one.  

  

A moment to pause.  

Feel grateful for being here.  

Steady my heartbeat.  

  

Then look up again.  

What else can this river give? 

So much more than fish.  
  
 

The above poem was taken from 
https://eat-sleep-fish.co.uk/

content/2016/04/fishing-haiku 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo by Bob Baker 
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Treasurer’s Report for April 1, 2019 
through March 31, 2020 

Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer 
 
Checking Account 
 
Starting Balance 4/1/19   $4,952.30 
 
Income: 
 Donations   $   250.00 
 Membership Application $     17.50 
 Merchandise sold  $   204.50 
 New Member Rebate  $     30.00 
 
Total Income    $   502.00 
 
Expenses: 
 Covenant Central Presbyterian 
  Church donation  $   600.00 
  
Reimbursement 
 
     Walt Nicholson   $     81.11 
          Printing of fly tying manual 
     Walt Nicholson   $   410.37 
          12 fly tying kits from Fish USA 
          Fly tying tools from Gander Outdoors 
 
 
Trout Unlimited for Memberships $   245.00 
 
Post office box rental (1 year)  $     92.00 
  
Total Expenses    $1,453.11 
 
Checking Account Total:  $4,9001.19 
 
 
Savings Account  
 
Starting Balance 2/1/19   $8,607.61 
 
Income: 
 Dividends   $      3.22 
 
Total Income:    $      3.22 
 
Savings Account Ending Balance $8,610.83 
 
Money in Bank 
 Checking Account:  $4,001.19 
 Savings Account:  $8,610.83 
               $12,612.02 
 

 
The fiscal year runs from April 1 - March 31 

Annual Fly Tying Class another success 
 
     Throughout February and 2 weeks into March, 24 stu-
dents participated in the Chapter’s annual fly tying class.  
The majority of students were beginners and we were able 
to provide the more advanced students an opportunity to 
tie more advanced flies. 
     Because of the COVID19 virus, the last 3 class’s were 
cancelled but hopefully everyone who participated had a 
good time and developed a passion for the great art of ty-
ing. 
     The class would not have been possible without the 
help and dedication of several people.  First is Walt Ni-
cholson who spearheaded the class, developed and orga-
nized it, arranged for instructors, took care of all the little 
details that went into conducting the class, and teaching 
each night. 
     We would also like to recognize and thank Burr Bos-
ton, Dave Craig, Rick Kintzer, Charlie Knowlden, Jim 
Latini, Bill O’Connor, Dave Rothrock, Bob Spencer and 
Dave Wonderlich. 
     Each instructor provided years of valuable knowledge 
and experience to the students.  We are so grateful that we 
have such experts in our area and affiliated with out Chap-
ter.  The success of the class would not have been possible 
without you. 
     Even though the main objective of the course was fly 
tying, there was so much more to learn and take away 
from the class.  New friends were made, several new indi-
viduals became Chapter members, stories were told (and 
maybe a few tall tales) and tips and techniques were 
shared by the instructors.  These tips included how to fish 
the flies they were tying, other flies to use during specific 
times of year, fishing techniques for specific bodies of 
water, and other little secrets.  
     There are a lot of good videos out there on YouTube 
and Facebook pages of our PA fly shops. Some good ones 
are   

http://www.flyfisherman.com/fly-tying/ 
 

https://www.tu.org/go-fishing/fly-patterns  
 

https://flyfishingvideos.orvis.com/fly-tying/  
 
We hope to see you all at our meetings when they resume 
and also out on the streams. If you need any advice or 
some of the materials we've stockpiled, just drop us an 
email. We still have a very large assortment of fly tying 
materials, some tools and other fishing materials from do-
nations.   

Walt Nicholson contributed to this article 

http://www.flyfisherman.com/fly-tying/
https://www.tu.org/go-fishing/fly-patterns
https://flyfishingvideos.orvis.com/fly-tying/
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Fish & Boat Commission Offers Online 
Education Courses For Boaters 

and Paddlers  
 
     The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission en-
courages boaters and paddlers to take advantage of a 
wealth of online, educational resources. 
     Many of these resources, designed to enhance 
knowledge of boating regulations and best safety prac-
tices are free of charge, while some providers charge 
nominal fees for services. This online learning library 
can be accessed through a computer, phone, or tablet. 
     These online educational experiences will help the 
entire family learn how to be a safe boater and direct 
them to the best local boating or paddling destinations 
when you are ready to spend time on the water. 
 

Courses Offered 
 

 Boating Safety Education Certificate and Boater 
Safety Courses: A Boating Safety Education Certif-
icate (BSEC) is required by the PFBC for anyone 
who operates a personal watercraft, and for those 
born on or after January 1, 1982 who operate a boat 
powered by motors greater than 25 horsepower.        
Although in-classroom boating courses are not tak-
ing place at this time, boaters can earn a boating 
safety education certificate (BSEC) through online 
courses. There are two courses approved by the 
PFBC.  

 
       Boat Pennsylvania Course 

(https://www.boat-ed.com/pennsylvania/) 
 

       Pennsylvania Boater Safety Course 
(https://www.boaterexam.com/usa/pennsylvania) 

 
 

• The courses cost $34.50 each. Those who success               
fully complete the course receive a temporary certif-
icate valid for 60 days from date of issue and can 
receive a permanent certificate from the PFBC for 
an additional $10 fee.  At this time,  please allow 
additional time for processing and  delivery.  

 

• Paddle sports Online Learning: While not re-
quired, the PFBC recommends that anyone paddling 
a canoe, kayak, or stand-up paddleboard complete 
basic safety training from an accredited source, such 
as the American Canoe Association or certified 
PFBC instructors. There are several online resources 
available to increase paddling knowledge, listed be-
low.  

• BoaterExam.com:  This Free Paddle Sports Safety 
Course includes kid-friendly animations and interac-
tive quizzes, and is sanctioned by the National Asso-

ciation of State Boating Law Administrators and 
recognized by the U.S. Coast Guard.  

• AmericanCanoe.org: The American Canoe Associ-
ation offers online resources and an online 
course for $24.50.  

 
Other Online Resources 

 

• -Boating Handbook: The Pennsylvania Boating 
Handbook can be downloaded for free on the PFBC 
website. The Handbook provides information on 
rules of the water, boating etiquette, and regulatory 
requirements. 

• PLAY Newsletter: The PFBC also has resources 
for younger boaters! Online issues of the agency's 
quarterly newsletter for kids, PLAY is available 
online. Each PLAY newsletter includes kid-friendly 
articles and activities related to boating, fishing, or 
conservation topics. 

• Boat Registrations: Those with an expired boat 
registration can renew it online through the Outdoor 
Shop. 

• Launch Permit: Purchase your launch permit 
online. Plan to paddle from a PFBC boat access, or 
enjoy a PFBC or PA state park lake? All unpowered 
boats using these facilities must have either a launch 
permit or be properly registered. PFBC launch per-
mits can be purchased online at the Outdoor 
Shop.  Single-year or two-year permits are available 
for purchase. 

 
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/

default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=49560&SubjectID=  

http://www.fishandboat.com/
https://www.boat-ed.com/pennsylvania/
https://www.boaterexam.com/usa/pennsylvania
http://www.boaterexam.com/paddling
http://www.boaterexam.com/paddling
https://www.boat-ed.com/paddlesports
https://www.boat-ed.com/paddlesports
https://www.fishandboat.com/Boat/BoatingRegulations/Pages/BoatingHandbook.aspx
https://www.fishandboat.com/Boat/BoatingRegulations/Pages/BoatingHandbook.aspx
https://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/PennsylvaniaLeagueofAnglingYouthPLAY/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.fishandboat.com/Transact/PennsylvaniaLeagueofAnglingYouthPLAY/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.pa.wildlifelicense.com/
https://www.pa.wildlifelicense.com/
https://www.pa.wildlifelicense.com/
https://www.pa.wildlifelicense.com/
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=49560&SubjectID=
http://www.paenvironmentdigest.com/newsletter/default.asp?NewsletterArticleID=49560&SubjectID=
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Smoked Trout - The Way a 
Fishing Guide Does It 

 
 
 
 
 
Ingredients 
Whole Salmon or Trout Fillets 
 
Smoked Trout Brine 
1/2 cup Kosher Salt 
1/2 cup Brown Sugar 
1/4 tsp Onion Powder 
1/4 tsp Garlic Powder 
1 tbsp Paprika 
 
Smoked Trout Glaze (optional) 
1/4 cup Honey 
1/4 cup Apple Cider Vinegar 
1/2 tsp Cayenne Pepper, optional 
2 tbsp Brown Sugar 
 
Instructions 
1. Combine the brine ingredients 

in a small bowl, and then set 
aside.  

2. Place your fish fillets on a foil-
lined baking sheet, and then 
liberally sprinkle the brine over 
your fish. Once the fish is ade-
quately covered, pull the foil 
over the fish, and then cover the 
pan with saran wrap and place 
the pan in your refrigerator. 

3. Let the fish brine for at least 3 
hours, and up to 24 hours. 

4. After the trout has been brined, 
rinse each of the fillets and pat 
dry. 

5. Place the fish on a grill rack, 
and then put the rack on the 
sheet pan you were using be-
fore, and back in the fridge with 
the fish! The fish will need to 
sit out for at least three hours. 
This step produces a tacky film 
on the surface of the salmon, 
called the pellicle. The pellicle 
will help your trout or salmon 
hold more of that smoke flavor 
you're looking for, and keeps 
the fish from cooking too quick-
ly. 

6. Set your smoker up to cook 
with indirect heat at around 140 
or 150 degrees, and then place 

your trout or salmon fillets on 
the grill grates. 

7. Combine the glaze ingredients 
in a small bowl (optional step) 

8. Stir the ingredients until the 
honey and brown sugar has dis-
solved, and then set aside.  

9. At the end of each hour, brush 
your fish with the glaze.  

10. After two hours, increase the 
temperature in your smoker by 
20 degrees. Repeat this process 
every two hours. 

11. Smaller trout only take a few 
hours to smoke, but larger lake 
trout and salmon can take sever-
al hours. Check the temp of 
your fish with a good meat ther-
mometer after a few hours, and 
when the fish has reached an 
internal temperature of 145 de-
grees, you can pull the fish from 
the smoker. 

12. When the fish is done smoking 
you can eat it warm, or let it 
cool for about 60 minutes be-
fore putting it in an airtight con-
tainer in the fridge.  

 
Above recipe taken from https://

www.smokedmeatsunday.com/smoked-
trout/  

 

 
Getting Ready for Fishing 

Season 
 
Reels 
 Clean the outside of the reel 
 If you are comfortable in taking 

the reel apart, take it apart and 
clean any dirt, grime, and old 
grease from it 

 Apply reel grease to the gears 
 Apply reel oil to the remaining 

parts. 
 Put is back together the same 

way you took it apart 
 
Line 
 If the line looks old or has been 

on the reel for a long time, re-
place it 

 If the line coils up when you 
pull an arms length line from 
the spool, replace it. 

 If line is good, pull it off the 

reel and inspect it for damaged 
areas 

 Spray some line conditioner on 
it 

 After line conditioner dries re-
spool your line 

 For fly lines, inspect the back-
ing as well and replace and 
clean as needed. 

 
Rods 
 Inspect the rod and all parts for 

any damage or loose parts.  If 
anything is found, repair it be-
fore using or use another rod 

 Clean with a non abrasive 
cleaner and wipe dry with a 
clean rag or paper towel 

 If the rod comes apart, make 
sure it does easily.  Inspect the 
ferrule for any damage and 
clean thoroughly. 

 Use ferrule wax to protect and 
to help in taking rod apart 

 
 
Tackle 
 Gather your tackle box’s, vests, 

and whatever you keep your 
tackle in 

 Inspect everything to make sure 
nothing is broken or missing 
pieces 

 Reorganize the boxes if needed 
as things get misplaced and dis-
organized as the season pro-
gress’s 

 Take inventory of what may be 
needed; bobbers, hooks, 
weights, lures, swivels, flies, 
etc. and get a new supply if 
needed. 

 
Tools 
 Inspect your pliers, forceps, 

nippers, fish hook removers. 
Clean them as you have your 
other fishing gear. 

 Check the spring clips /
retractors for your tools and 
make sure they work as they are 
supposed to. 

 Check your net for torn mesh or 
damage to the rim. Make sure 
the mesh is firmly attached so 
that it will be able to hold a fish 

https://www.smokedmeatsunday.com/smoked-trout/
https://www.smokedmeatsunday.com/smoked-trout/
https://www.smokedmeatsunday.com/smoked-trout/
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First Woodland Flowers of Spring 
 
     While out in the woods over the next few weeks, you 
will see life starting again after a long winter.  There 
will be many shades of greens on the plants as well as 
some colorful flowers appearing.  Take some time to 
notice the many colors that are appearing and below are 
a few of the plants that you may find.  

 
Yellow trout lily  

     Also known as the eastern trout lily or dogtooth 
violet, the colony-forming perennial is one of the most 
common ephemeral wildflowers of spring. It is found 
in open wooded areas with moist soil. 
     The trout lily name arises from the green- and ma-
roon-mottled leaves, which the plant sends up in pairs 
of two. The dogtooth name is related to the plant’s 
tooth-shaped, underground bulb 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Early buttercup  
     Small yellow flowers, occurring individually or in 
small loose clusters, are each about an inch across with 
5 spreading petals around a ring of stamens and a 
dense center-cluster of pistils. 
     Early buttercups grow in relatively dry, upland for-
ests, rocky glades and pastures, particularly in spots 
with little competition from other vegetation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Skunk cabbage 
     One of the earliest plants to emerge, the spiky, up-
right leaves – mottled marron and bright yellow-green 
– regularly poke their way up through the snow in 
midwinter in wetlands across Pennsylvania. 
     Skunk cabbage is one of the few plants to employ 
thermogenesis, which is the ability to raise their own 
temperature, like warm-blooded mammals. It’s that 
ability that allows skunk cabbage to melt its way up 
through frozen ground and snow. 
     Another special feature is skunk cabbage’s name-
sake odor, released when the leaves are crushed or nib-
bled. The smell is often described as rotting flesh, and 
beyond protecting the plant from grazing wildlife also 

attracts bees and flies as pollinators. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coltsfoot 
     The flower of the coltsfoot, which is often misiden-
tified as dandelion, bloom in late winter and early 
spring and die off well before the plant’s leaves ap-
pear. 
     Coltsfoot is named for its leaves, which are hoof-
shaped, like a colt’s foot. They are smooth and waxy 
on top, and covered with white wool-like hairs on the 
underside. 
     Another highly invasive species native to Europe 
but introduced and now widespread across the north-
eastern U.S., coltsfoot is generally found in open, dis-
turbed spots. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trilliums 
     Trilliums are described as “spring ephemer-
al” flowers, meaning they are wildflowers that develop 
the aerial parts (i.e. stems, leaves and flowers) of 
the plant early each spring and then quickly bloom, and 
produce seed. The leaves often wither, leaving only un-
derground structures (roots, rhizomes, and bulbs) for the 
remainder of the yea 

                  
 
 
Red Trillium or Stinking 
Benjamin because of its 
smell 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

White Trillium                                                                                     
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Striped Bass Fishing 
Changes for Delaware 

River 
 
    The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission announced changes to 
Striped Bass fishing regulations 
within the Delaware Estuary, Dela-
ware River, and West Branch Dela-
ware River. 
     Harvest and delayed mortality of 
caught and released Striped Bass 
have reduced the coastal population 
below levels needed to sustain high
-quality recreational angling experi-
ences. Due to the negative impact 
on the fishery, harvest and terminal 
tackle restrictions are needed to 
help rebuild the coastal stock.     
     In accordance with a fisheries 
management plan adopted by the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission's (ASMFC) Striped 
Bass Management Board intended 
to reduce fishing mortality by 18%, 
the PFBC will change minimum 
size requirements and slot limits for 
harvesting Striped Bass in the Dela-
ware Estuary, Delaware River, and 
West Branch Delaware River, and 
enact a mandatory circle hook re-
quirement for anglers using bait 
while fishing for all species within 
the Delaware Estuary. These 
changes are effective beginning 
April 1, 2020. 
     These regulation changes, tackle 
and registration requirements do 
not apply to inland populations of 
Striped Bass or Hybrid Striped 
Bass. Please see the 2020 Pennsyl-

vania Fishing Summary Book for 
minimum size and creel limits for 
inland waters. 
 

Minimum Size Limits for Har-
vesting Striped Bass (coastal) 

      
Under the new minimum size lim-
its, anglers will be permitted to har-
vest one Striped Bass per day that 
measures at least 28 inches but less 
than 35 inches in the Delaware Es-
tuary (from the Pennsylvania line 
upstream to Calhoun Street Bridge) 
during the periods January 1 
through March 31 and June 1 
through December 31. During the 
period from April 1 through May 
31, anglers may harvest two Striped 
Bass daily that measure at least 21 
inches but less than 24 inches. In 
the Delaware River (from the Cal-
houn Street Bridge upstream) an-
glers will be permitted to harvest 
one Striped Bass per day that 
measures at least 28 inches but less 
than 35 inches year-round. 
  
Non-Offset (In-line) Circle Hook 

Requirement 
 
     To further meet the require-
ments of the ASMFC, the PFBC 
will require anglers who use bait to 
fish in the tidal Delaware Estuary, 
including tributaries from the 
mouths of the tributaries upstream 
to the limit of tidal influence, to use 
non-offset (in-line) circle hooks. 
The use of non-offset (in-line) cir-
cle hooks is required over offset 

circle hooks because of their prov-
en ability to hook fish in the mouth, 
simplify hook removal, and reduce 
injury to the released fish. There-
fore, to address targeted and non-
targeted Striped Bass release mor-
tality, the circle hook requirement 
will apply to anglers targeting any 
fish species with bait in the tidal 
Delaware Estuary. This measure 
offers added protection to adult 
Striped Bass on the spawning 
grounds during spring and year-
round protections to resident juve-
nile Striped Bass caught by anglers 
targeting other species in the tidal 
reach. For the non-tidal Delaware 
River, non-offset (in-line) circle 
hooks are strongly recommended 
when anglers target any species 
with bait. 
 

Pennsylvania Saltwater Angler 
Registry Program 

 
     In addition to taking note of new 
regulations, anglers fishing in the 
Delaware Estuary must register 
with the Pennsylvania Saltwater 
Angler Registry Program. PA-
SARP allows both NOAA and the 
PFBC to monitor angler use in the 
Estuary. Pennsylvania resident an-
glers may register online 
at www.pa-sarp.pa.gov. Additional-
ly, if fishing in New Jersey waters, 
anglers should follow New Jersey 
regulations and register in NJ. 

Taken from  https://
www.media.pa.gov/Pages/fish-and-

Boat-Commission-Details.aspx?
newsid=315  

Every angler needs one of these Fisherman’s Rulers.  Now we will have the proof of the monster that we catch!!! 

https://pfbc.pa.gov/fishpub/summaryad/summbook-table-contents.htm
https://pfbc.pa.gov/fishpub/summaryad/summbook-table-contents.htm
file:///C:/Users/michparker/Desktop/www.pa-sarp.pa.gov
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/fish-and-Boat-Commission-Details.aspx?newsid=315
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/fish-and-Boat-Commission-Details.aspx?newsid=315
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/fish-and-Boat-Commission-Details.aspx?newsid=315
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/fish-and-Boat-Commission-Details.aspx?newsid=315


Since 1964, the Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and 
restore Central Pennsylvania’s Coldwater fisheries and their watersheds 

Susquehanna Ripples 
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
PO Box 1132 
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132 

 

The Susquehanna Ripples is the offi-
cial newsletter of the Susquehanna Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited.  It is published 8 
times a year: January, February, March, 
April, June/July, September, October, 
and November.  Please consider submit-
ting something of interest to our readers; 
a story, stream report, recipe, photo-
graph, gear review, etc.  Submissions 
received will be placed in the next avail-
able issue.  All submissions can be sent 
to susquehannatu@gmail.com or 
boblbaker@comcast.net. 

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month and are open 
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm 
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are 
held at the Covenant Central Presby-
terian Church, 807 W 4th St, Wil-
liamsport, PA 17701,  in the  Fellowship  
Hall (unless otherwise noted).  Parking is 
at the rear of the Church and enter off of 
Campbell Street. 

No meetings are held in May, June,  
July, August or December 
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Robert Tule 
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