Susquehanna Ripples

Newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044

Watershed Summit to be Held
The public is invited to come and learn about the volunteer efforts and beneficial projects accomplished by our
area’s many watershed groups, conservation organizations, and agencies during 2018 and their upcoming
plans for 2019. Susquehanna Chapter Trout Unlimited is
hosting this annual meeting of area watershed associations, public officials, and conservation organizations
which help to preserve, protect, and enhance our area
streams and watersheds. Each year, these groups have
carried out projects including improving stream habitat,
stabilizing stream banks, monitoring water quality, and
educating land owners and the public about watershed
issues and best practices. All are invited to hear about
this important work and how to get involved. The meeting will be held at the Covenant Central Presbyterian
Church Fellowship Hall (807 West Fourth Street- enter
off of Campbell St.- in Williamsport) on Wednesday,
January 9th at 7:00 PM.
Walt Nicholson

Fly Tying Class to be held
The Chapter will be holding its annual fly tying class
starting February 5, 2019 and running through March
19, 2019. The class’s are free and open to the public
and will be held weekly from at 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Tuesday evenings at the Covenant Central Presbyterian
Church (807 W. 4th Street, Williamsport-parking and
entrance is off Campbell Street). The course will in-
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clude and instruction manual, all the tools and materials
needed to tie your flies during each session. If you have
your own tools, you are more than welcome to bring
them with you.
Beginners and all skill levels are welcomed and instructors will include notable local fly tiers. We have
been fortunate to have had some great instructors in the
past and will have them again this year.
Class size is limited to 24 students and is first come
first serve. Last years class filled up quickly and was a
big success. You can register by sending an email to
susquehannatu.com and we need know the names of
everyone you are registering, their experience levels,
and contact information (email and phone number).
You can also register by calling Walt Nicholson at 570447-3600.
RB

Chapter Election Results

The annual Chapter election was held at the November 2018 Meeting, and the following were elected:
President:
Walt Nicholson
Vice President: Dave Craig
Secretary:
Kevin McJunkin
Treasurer:
Bob Baker
Director:
Isaac Bragunier
Director:
Charlie Knowlden
The Chapter would like to thank these individuals for
their willingness to serve and for their commitment to
lead the Chapter forward in the coming year.
RB

The Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited would like to
wish everyone a very happy New Year. It is hard to believe
that 2019 is here. As you plan your year and make resolutions, please try and get at least one person to join Trout Unlimited and above all else, make it a goal to introduce someone
new to the great sport of fishing. We are here to help if you
need help in teaching someone casting or fishing and we have
a limited supply of rods and reels you can use!!

Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044
Officer and Directors
President
Walt Nicholson
walt.nicholson10@gmail.com
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Fly Fishing Film Tour
Coming to Area
The Tiadaghton Chapter of Trout
Unlimited (our neighbor to the
north) will be hosting the Fly Fishing Film tour in March 2019. This is
a great event with lots of fly fishing
related films and is a fundraiser for
their Chapter.
“The Fly Fishing Film Tour features a collection of documentary
films from the sport’s top filmmakers. Each segment is an excerpt
from each filmmaker’s newest project.”
For more information or to see
additional locations, please visit
https://flyfilmtour.com/.
RB

charlie.knowlden@projecthealingwaters.org

Youth and Women’s Coordinator
Trout in the Classroom Coordinator
Open
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Bob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net
susquehannatu.com
susquehannatu@gmail.com

Welcome New Members
Timothy Day
Frances Fedorko
Frank Harvey
Mia Jones
James Kriner
Brian Minotti
Zach Persun

Gary Popadich
Bryan Ross
Dave Rothrock
Katie Sanso
Robert Spangler
Jared Stetts
Dave Walize

The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah. The picture was taken by
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April. The picture is used with
his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.
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Angler Interview
In this months interview, were have been very fortunate to speak with President Jimmy Carter and we want
to thank him for taking the time to answer our questions.

Interview with President
Jimmy Carter

How did you begin your interest in
fishing?
From my father when I was a
small boy
How old were you when you first
went fishing and with who?
I was 8 years old and went with my father
What is your most memorable experience while
fishing?
Catching Atlantic Salmon in the Murmansk region
in the north of Russia. ( In the Kola Peninsula, on a
tributary of the Ponoi - the Ryaboga River). I made this
trip in 2014 when I was 89 years old.

What are the top waters (in your opinion) that you
have fished and like to fish?
The Ruby River in Montana

Do you think fishing has become commercialized in
that there are all kinds of gadgets and ever increasing
choices in tackle and equipment? Do we really need all
the stuff that is on the market or should we just stick
with simplicity?
There is no harm in trying new ideas, but simplicity
suffices
Is there any one person or persons who have influenced you in this sport?
George Harvey at Penn State
What do you think is the biggest threat to our sport?
Overfishing some streams
Do you tie your own flies or make your own lures,
rods, etc.? If you do, why?
I do tie my own flies, especially when I was President.
What species of fish have you fished for? What is your
favorite?
Trout, Atlantic Salmon, bass, catfish, bream
Any advice for someone just starting out in fishing / fly
fishing?
Just do it, it is good for all ages. I am 94 years old.

What do you see is the future of fishing?
Continue to expand
How do we get more families (kids and women) involved in this great sport?
Fathers who fish need to invite their families to go
fishing with them
How has fishing changed over the years?
More Catch and release

http://www.davidcannonphotography.com/

What is your greatest accomplishment in fishing?
My greatest accomplishment is catching a 32 inch
Rainbow in Alaska
What was the first fish you remember catching?
A bream in SW Georgia
What is your favorite or go to bait / lure / fly?
A black ant. This is the first and only fly when fishing Spruce Creek, PA. I first fished this in 1979

http://www.moldychum.com/president-carter-honored-by-fly-fishingcompanion-justice-oconnor/

https://americasfavoriteflies.com/gallery/
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Trout Unlimited
Pennsylvania Brook Trout Odyssey
By Matteo Morretti

“Not very often does a college kid get told that
they’ve been selected for an all-expenses paid, threeweek long adventure.
So, you know that when four passionate, engaged,
and, frankly, pretty quirky fishing geeks were presented
with the opportunity to create a life-long connection to
the native brook trout that call Pennsylvania’s waters
home, there was not a second of hesitation.
The trip: The Trout Unlimited Pennsylvania Brook
Trout Odyssey.
Piggy-backing off of TU’s National Costa 5 Rivers
Native Odyssey, Charlie Charlesworth, President of
Pennsylvania TU, decided to create something similar,
but added a further element of scientific education in the
form of research.
Behind Charlie, our crew consisted of four crazy fly
fishermen who are all officers and/or presidents for their
school’s TU Costa 5 Rivers clubs: Hunter Klobucar and
Tyler Waltenbaugh (Edinboro College), Christopher
Piccione (Colorado State); and me (Matteo Moretti,
Middlebury College).
Teamed up with Penn State Doctoral student, Sara
Mueller, our mission for this trip was to understand the
story behind native brook trout from the perspective of
fishermen, scientists and conservationists. We’re grateful that we were able to create a long-lasting relationship
not only with each other, but also with Pennsylvania’s
state fish.
On Wednesday, May 30, our crew met up at Keystone College from where we would embark on our trip
across Pennsylvania. We followed the entirety of Route
6, ending June 20.
Over the course of the trip, we learned about the deep
history that hides within the vermicular pattern of the
brook trout’s marbled back. Brook trout tell a story and
their presence or absence in an ecosystem details history—ranging from the effects of secondary growth forests due to historical logging practices, or the current
impacts of global climate change.
Aside from being able to fish in places ranging from
pristine cascading pools beneath an interstate freeway to
remote meandering streams, we also grew as fishermen
through our research work with Sara.
Sara’s Ph.D. thesis is looking into determining
whether brook trout from different watersheds have genetic and physical differences that cause them to act as
different species.
Our research consisted of two main parts: The assessment of previously unassessed waters for unknown
brook trout populations for the Pennsylvania Fish &
Boat Commission; and fin clippings for Sara’s work on
genetics.
The Fish & Boat Commission assigned us a list of
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streams/coordinates for preliminary assessments. We
were able to complete 17. Many more sites were attempted but certain obstacles, such as private land or
physical, inaccessibility prevented sampling. Of the 17
streams we assessed, we established that there were four
newly documented native brook trout populations and
one “new” wild brown trout population.
Through our research of unassessed waters using the
technique of electroshocking, we learned about the unlikely places that brook trout populations do and don’t
exist.
It was quite an eye-opening experience when we
would electroshock a perfect beautiful mountain stream
and find nothing, but then find a thriving population of
brook trout in a roadside drainage/culvert.
By discovering these new populations, we are helping protect our waters for the native fish. Additionally,
by collecting fin clippings, Sara hopes that we can unlock any hidden information about brook trout that is
currently unknown.
During the trip we were able to meet up with and
learn from several other groups and organizations.
One day a site manager from Cabot Oil & Gas toured
us around a freshwater withdrawal facility for hydrofracking that constantly strives to be environmentally
friendly and conscious.
On another occasion we spent time with environmental science students and professors from Keystone College, Mansfield University and University of Pittsburg at
Bradford, getting the opportunity to see what projects
they were working on and what material they cover in
their classes.
Additionally, we got a glimpse into the work of every
day conservation efforts for native brook trout by U.S.
Forest Service Hydrologist Chuck Keeports and Luke
Bobnar from Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. We
used forest debris to create a future fish ladder by building up the stream bed in order to reconnect a tributary to
a stream that was previously inaccessible due to the
placement of a culvert.
Fishing for “brookies” is as much about the fish
themselves and their magnificent displays of aggression
toward a dry fly as it is about the places it to which that
pursuit can take you and the people it can help you meet.
It is amazing how one fish could bring together such a
dynamic and passionate group of individuals.
All of this wouldn’t have been possible if not for the
support of Trout Unlimited, the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission. Cabela’s and REI
assisted with equipment supplies, and funding was provided by Cabot Oil & Gas, Southwestern, Seneca and
DKLM energy companies.”
A 20-minute documentary on the trip is available at
https://vimeo.com/297987240 and look at the trip and
will shed light on the problems brook trout face.
Matteo Moretti, a New Jersey native, is a rising sophomore at Middlebury
College in Vermont and is planning on double majoring in Conservation
Biology and Film/Media Studies.
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over to the warmer months
Ice Team

and can provide additional
techniques to catch those summer fish.
RB

For many anglers, winter is a time to
plan for the next season, replenish tackle,
and shop for the newest gear. But for
some who brave the cold and ice, winter
is a another season on the water, (or ice).
Iceteam.com is an internet resource for the Ice Angler. The following is from their web page.
“We were there at the beginning of the Ice Fishing
Revolution™ . . . because we helped start it, and we are
cutting no corners to ensure the sport continues to grow.
We plan to do this through education and fun--which in
turn provides ice anglers of all skill levels something
they
can
embrace.
No one has done more to advance the sport of ice
fishing than Ice Team. Since 1997 our Pros have come
up with every significant ice fishing method and refinement in history, starting with Dave Genz and the Clam
Fish Trap and the Vexilar flasher. And today our Pros
and
staff
continue
to
blaze
new
trails.
But they always circle back to shore to pick up anybody who wants to learn. This season, Join the Team™
and tap into our Pros’ knowledge. Let them provide you
with up-to-the-minute, cutting edge advice and resources you won’t find anywhere else.”
Once on their webpage, you can find several Ice
Team Digital Magazines. All are informative and offer
many tips and tricks for fishing on the ice.
You will also find instructional videos, a forum to
ask questions, get tips and trade stories, up to date fishing reports (for the Midwest only), see the bios of the
Ice Team Pro’s and find out about all the ice fishing
related events.
Even if you do not ice fish, you may be able to learn
a new trick or get some tips on fishing that you may not
have thought of. Many ice fishing techniques can carry
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The above was provided as information only and the Chapter does not support or endorse Ice Team.

Fly of the Month

Slab Spike

3brothersflies.com
Hook:
Bead:
Thread:
Tail:
strands
Body:
Legs:
Thorax:
ear,
dub

#12-16 heavy wire nymph hook
5/32” brass bead
black 8/0
Natural gray chickabou with one to two
of gold flashabou on either side
brown micro tubing
brown x small or micro barred rubber legs
Dubbing blend of natural dubbing (hare’s
squirrel, etc.) and gray or olive UV Ice

This ice fishing fly is notorious for catching panfish
during the winter months. It is meant to replicate a
mayfly nymph, this pattern will also catch its fair
share of trout.
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2019 Pennsylvania
Voluntary Permits
The Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Commission has several new
voluntary permits for 2019 to raise
funds for specific programs of the
commission. The new, voluntary
permits are for bass, muskellunge
and habitat/waterways conservation, each at $11.90, and wild
trout/enhanced waters at $26.90.
Unlike the trout-salmon stamp,
which sells for $9.90 and is required to fish for trout and salmon,
the new permits do not carry any
additional privileges. The commission is making them available as a
means for anglers and
others
who want to provide extra support
to special areas of operation by the
cash-strapped commission.
“Any revenues that are generated by the sale of those permits will
be reinvested into those resources
to enhance the fisheries,” explained Tim Schaeffer, executive
director of the commission.
For example, “if you purchase
one of our voluntary habitat permits, that can help us with instream habitat as well as streambank stabilization in maybe your
favorite trout stream. And, that
benefits the local water quality, as
well as downstream water quality.”
Being voluntary, the new permits likely will not raise much
concern among license-buyers.
The same cannot be said of another move the commission has made
to reduce costs.
Above taken from https://www.pennlive.com/
life/2018/12/pennsylvania-fish-and-boatcommission-cuts-free-regulations-booklet-adds
-new-permits.html

The Project Healing
Waters Fly Fishing
Program of the Susquehanna Chapter of
Trout Unlimited is
always looking for
participants and for
volunteers to help with fly tying or
to help guide on a fishing trip. If
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you are interested in being a participant, or volunteering your time,
please contact Charles Knowlden,
Coordinator, (570)971-1296 or by e
-mail:
charlie.knowlden@projecthealingwaters
.org. You can also see Charlie at
any of our Chapter meetings. RB

2019 Fishing Summary
Book
When you buy your 2019 Pennsylvania Fishing License, you will
no longer be given the current
Fishing Summary of Fishing Regulations and Laws. As anglers, we
have grown accustomed to getting
this book with our license and
keeping it in the door pocket or
glove box of our vehicle and referring to it during the season. The
Commission has stopped giving
out free copies because of the increasing costs associated with the
printing of the book and declining
revenues.
If you wish to have a summary
book, you can purchase them for
$3 at all the same locations you
buy your license. It is unsure if
there will be free copies available
at Fish Commission tables at outdoor shows or other events.
If you wish to have a copy of
the book and do not want to pay
for one, you can download a copy
of the book by going to
www.fishinpa.com and is free to
download.
RB

Recipe of the Month
Smoked Steelhead
Chowder
Ingredients:
 1/4 pound smoke steelhead
trout (skin and bones removed
and chopped coarsely)
 5 cups milk
 1/2 cup heavy cream
 2 tbs. butter
 1/3 cup flour
 2 tbs. tomato paste
 1 pound russet potatoes peeled
and diced



1 large white onion peeled and
diced
 4 oz. bacon - chopped
 1 tsp fresh thyme
 1 - 2 tsp. olive oil
 1 tsp. seasoning salt or to taste
 1 tsp. old bay seasoning or to
taste
 1/4 tsp fresh ground pepper or
to taste
 Fresh minced parsley for garnish
Instructions:
 Preheat oven to 450 degrees
 On baking pan, toss the potatoes, diced onion, olive oil and
salt
 Arrange potatoes in single layer
and bake until potatoes and onions turn golden brown, about
30 minutes
 Remove and set aside
 In large pot on medium heat,
add chopped bacon and cook
until crispy
 Remove bacon and turn down
heat, and add 2 tbs butter and
1/3 cup flour to bacon fat and
whisk constantly cooking until
golden brown
 Whisk in milk and tomato paste
and cook until almost ready to
boil while continuing to whisk
 Add steelhead, bacon, potatoes,
onions, thyme, and old bay seasoning and cook until mixture
has thickened and flour taste
has disappeared (about 30
minutes)
 Add heavy cream and season to
your taste
Taken from feralkitchen.com

We Need Your Help

We would like your ideas and suggestions for projects and activities
for this year. These projects should
be easy to plan and execute and take
a day or less to complete. There are
lots of people who want to do a project of some type but we need to
know what you are interested in.
Let us know you ideas and we thank
you for your input!
RB
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Diversity

By Bob Baker
One word that I continually hear
with Trout Unlimited is Diversity.
At the PATU annual meeting in
September, diversity was mentioned
several times throughout the day.
The overall purpose of the diversity initiative is to get more women
and children involved with Trout
Unlimited. As anglers, we know the
thrill of fishing and the many benefits that are achieved by spending
time on the water. What we have to
do is to break the stereo type of
Trout Unlimited being only a male
organization. Another big stereo
type is that we are a fly fishing organization. This is the furthest from
the truth. Yes the majority of members fly fish, but TU is a fishing
organization.
Yes, TU is predominantly male
dominated but that is changing.
Women are in the membership and
some hold Officer positions in
Chapters, are Committee leaders,
and hold high ranking positions
within the Trout Unlimited organization. Women are seeing the benefits of fishing themselves and are
working to increase the diversity of
TU. Many TU members may not
fish, but belong to this great organization for the conservation work
that is done throughout the Country.
First, what is diversity? The
Merriam Webster dictionary defines
diversity as “the condition of having
or being composed of differing elements: the inclusion of different
types of people in a group or organization.”
Next we have to ask ourselves,
why do we want diversity? I believe
that there are many benefits and one
of the most important is that we get
more people involved with the
Chapter and in reaching our goals.
Having more people also provides more opinions and points of
views that could help in any number
of ways. Additionally, every person
has skills and traits unique to that
person and the more unique skills
and traits we have, our organization
will become stronger and grow.
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More importantly, everyone involved in TU share a common
bond. Our love of fishing and preserving the great waterways.
How do we increase the diversity
in our Chapter? I think it is important to state that when I use the
word diversity, I am referring to
kids, teenagers, women, and families (men included).
Most important is to simply ask
people to come to our Chapter
meetings or events. Ask a wife, sister, daughter or son, neighbor, co
worker, or anyone that may enjoy
fishing or have an interest in conservation work. This is the most important part. Some people will reach
out on their own but if we ask other
to come and see what TU is about,
The next thing we have to do is
introduce ourselves and talk with
the individual. The last thing that
we want to happen is that a prospective member come to one of our
events and is ignored. They may be
introduced to someone but that is it
and they are left on their own.
A question was ask at the PATU
annual meeting about how do you
talk to a teenager or someone in
college? This drew comments mainly because of the age gap as the vast
majority of TU members are 50
years old and above. One answer
was just talk to them, they are
human too!!
Age does not make a difference.
We are all humans and have an interest in fishing and in conservation.
Talk on those two topics and go
from there. Explain what TU does
and has done and find out what the
other person is interested in.
A college student that is part of
the 5 Rivers college group said that
in his interactions with several TU
Chapters over last summer, he
wished that he was able to talk to
more members. The age gap and
fear may have prevented some older
members from reaching out and
talking to them. Remember the answer given above; just talk to
them, they are human too!
If you run into someone on the
stream, share some tips or observations with them. Ask them how

their day is going and talk about
how the fishing is going for you.
You have a common interest and
that is what you can talk on. Other
topics will come out of this and this
may foster more interest and friendships.
This is your Chapter and there
are many programs available to you.
There are Women’s only groups,
Youth groups, Project Healing Waters, Stream Girls, Casting for Recovery, TU Teens, Fishing Buddies
and others. As a Chapter, we can
have any, or all of the above, or a
number of other groups. All will
fall under the Chapter umbrella.
They all share the common goal of
gaining interest in fishing and in
conservation while increasing the
comradery and bonds between the
members. If you have an idea for a
group, let us know because there
may be others interested as well.
Another reason why we need
younger people to get involved is so
that the TU / our Chapter will continue to grow and continue its work.
Our Chapter has a small group of
core individuals who do the majority of the work. When these individuals decide to “retire,” who will
step up and fill their shoes?
There are any number of ways
for individuals to be involved. The
first step is to come to a meeting or
event and meet the members. Next
is to join TU.
A membership application is
found on page 3 of this newsletter.
Please feel free to make copies and
give to individuals who you feel
may benefit from belonging to TU
and more importantly, the we will
benefit from having them as a member.
If you do not use the membership form on page 3, you can still
sign up at TU.org. Whatever means
you use to sign up, please noted that
you want to belong to the Susquehanna Chapter #044. When you do
this, the Chapter receives $15 from
your first year membership (new
members only).

Susquehanna Ripples
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore
Central Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds
Upcoming Events
November 1, 2017 through April
30, 2018 Mandatory Life Jacket
Requirement
January 9, 2019
Chapter Meeting - Annual
Watershed Summit
January 24 - 27, 2019
Early Bird Sports Expo
Bloomsburg Fair Grounds
January 25 - 27, 2019
The Fly Fishing Show
Edison, NJ
February 2 - 10, 2019
The Great American Outdoor Show,
Farm show Complex, Harrisburg
February 5, 2019
Fly Tying Class
February 12, 2019
Fly Tying Class

February 13, 2019
Chapter Meeting - Executive Director of Fish Commission and Conservation Officers
February 16 - 17, 2019
18th Annual Valley Outdoors Cabin
Fever Expo
Mifflinburg Intermediate School
February 19, 2019
Fly Tying Class
February 26, 2019
Fly Tying Class
March 1, 2019
Stocked Trout Waters Closed to
Fishing
March 5, 2019
Fly Tying Class
March 9 - 10, 2019
The Fly Fishing Show
Lancaster, PA

March 12, 2019
Fly Tying Class

March 13, 2019
Chapter Meeting
March 19, 2019
Fly Tying Class (Final Class)
March 23, 2019
Regional Mentored Youth Trout
March 30, 2019
Regional Opening Day of Trout &
Fly Fishing Film Tour in Wellsboro
April 6, 2019
Statewide Mentored Youth Trout
April 10, 2019
Chapter Meeting
April 13, 2019
Statewide Opening of Trout Season

