Susquehanna Ripples

Newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044

Notice of Upcoming Chapter Election
The annual Chapter election will be held at the November 14, 2018 Chapter Meeting. As required by the
bylaws, the Nominating Committee has presented the
following list of candidates:
1 year Term
President:
Walt Nicholson
Vice President: Dave Craig
Secretary:
Kevin McJunkin
Treasurer:
Bob Baker
3 year Term
Director:
Charlie Knowlden
Director:
Isaac Bragunier
Since posting the list of candidates in October, Steve
Szoke withdrew his name for consideration for another
term as Director. The nomination committee then
named Isaac Bragunier, who accepted the nomination, to
be considered for the open Director position.
We will take nominations from the floor prior to the
election. Please consider giving back to the Chapter by
assuming a leadership role. You can self nominate
yourself or nominate someone else. You don’t have to
worry about experience and you will not be left alone as
you will have all the support, and help, you need in order to succeed.
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PFBC Appoints New Director

During a special meeting on
October 18, the PFBC Board of Commissioners voted unanimously to appoint Tim Schaeffer to the role of Executive Director. Schaeffer will assume his duties beginning November
13, 2018.
“I’m extremely honored and
grateful to the board of commissioners
for the opportunity to lead such a great agency,” said
Schaeffer. “I’m excited to get to work.”
As executive director, Schaeffer will return to
the PFBC where he previously served as Director of
Policy and Planning from 2008-2017. Currently, he is
Deputy Secretary for the Office of Water Programs for
the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. He resides with his family in New Cumberland,
Cumberland County.
“Tim’s experience speaks for itself and it gives
us great pleasure to present him with this opportunity,”
said Eric Hussar, PFBC Board President. “We look forward to seeing how he’s going to lead us into the future
and advance our mission.”
Schaeffer will replace Executive Director John
Arway, who will retire effective November 3.
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/fish-and-Boat-Commission-Details.aspx?
newsid=225

Trout Stream Habitat Restoration Presentation by PA Bureau of Forestry

On Wednesday, November 14th at 7 pm, the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited will be featuring a special
presentation by Nathan Reagle of the PA Bureau of Forestry on improving habitat for wild trout in the headwater
streams of Pennsylvania by employing techniques such as selective use of large woody material placement in
streams. Natural deposition of large tree trunks and woody debris in forested trout streams have been found to have
ecological and conservation benefits by increasing shelter and food habitat for trout and helping to reduce bank erosion. Ongoing and potential projects to utilize these practices in our area streams will be discussed, as well as how
sportsmen groups and conservation organizations can get involved in support of stream restoration efforts. The public is invited to attend this event which will also include the annual meeting and election of officers of the TU chapter. The presentation and meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall of Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, rear
of 807 W 4th Street in Williamsport (enter off of Campbell Street). For more information, log on to our website at
Susquehannatu.com.

Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044
Officer and Directors

Thank You Steve

President
Walt Nicholson
walt.nicholson10@gmail.com

Steve Szoke has served the Susquehanna Chapter of TU in the Capacity of Director since 2014. Steve has been a member of Trout Unlimited for a number
of years and has been very active with our Chapter as well as the Loyalsock
Creek Watershed Association. Steve contacted the nominating committee in
early October and advised them that he wished to withdraw his name for consideration for the position of Director. We want to thank Steve for his work
and dedication to the Chapter and to the Watersheds and fisheries in our area.
We wish Steve the best and will see you on the stream. Thanks again for your
dedication!!!

Vice President
David Craig
davsalc@comcast.net
Secretary
Kevin McJunkin
kevinmcjunkin@comcast.net
Treasurer
Bob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net
Director Emeritus and Advisor
Bill O’Connor
Board of Directors
Charles Knowlden (2018)
Steve Szoke (2018)
Burr Boston (2019)
Joe Radley (2019)
Bob Spencer (2020)
Bill Worobec (2020)

Penn’s Creek added to Catch and Release Program
At the October meeting, the PFBC Commissioners voted to add Penn’s Creek,
Section 05, to its list of Catch and Release Artificial Lures Only program. The
designation change reflects a desire by the Commission to further protect wild
trout within the newly documented Class A Wild Trout population in the 3.8mile section of creek. Because of the new designation, there will be no stocking of trout in this section of water. Trout previously allocated for stocking in
Section 05 will now be stocked in Penn’s Creek, Section 07, located downstream.

Documentary looks at water pollution in Pennsylvania

“A new documentary wades into the issues around the pollution and
protection of Pennsylvania’s waterways. The film, from Point Park UniversiMedia Liaison
ty’s School of Communication Environmental Journalism program and WQED
Kevin McJunkin
Multimedia in Pittsburgh, is called “Downstream.” Written and produced by
award-winning journalist Gina Catanzarite, the film highlights threats to clean
Program Director
water like acid mine drainage leaking from abandoned coal mines, industrial
Joe Radley
pollution along rivers, sewage overflow when it rains, and the lead in old
Project Healing Waters Coordinator pipes. “
Charles Knowlden
Kathleen Lavelle, Trout Unlimited Field Coordinator, and summer
(570)971-1296 or e-mail:
field crew intern Danny Brumbaugh participated in the film and discussed
charlie.knowlden@projecthealingwaters.org Trout Unlimited’s position and concerns. An interview with the documentary's producer is found here: https://www.alleghenyfront.org/new-film-tellsYouth and Women’s Coordinator
Trout in the Classroom Coordinator the-story-of-the-water/
The 26 minute video can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
Open
v=ALpjaO2zE2s
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Bob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net
susquehannatu.com
susquehannatu@gmail.com

Above information taken from https://www.alleghenyfront.org/new-film-tells-the-story-of-the-water/

Welcome to our Chapter
Bryan Ross

The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah. The picture was taken by
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April. The picture is used with
his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.
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Chapter Activities
October 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2018
Chapter Meetings:
October 2017: Great Fall Trout
Fishing: Where, When, and How by
Jim Latini
November 2017:
Rock Run
Coldwater Conservation Plan with
Dr. Shawn Rummel
January 2018: Annual Watershed
Summit
February 2018 : Fish Commission
WCO’s
March 2018: PFBC Sportsman’s
Forum at Lycoming College
April 2018:
Loyalsock Creek
Brook Trout Research presentation
from Shannon White, PhD Candidate and Shawn Rummel, PhD of
Trout Unlimited
September 2018: Teamed up with
the Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association to have picnic and
discuss the Vanishing Trout by
Charles Lose and other literature
centered around Loyalsock Creek.
Held at the Consolidated Sportsmen’s Grounds
Things we have done:

Walt Nicholson was a guest on

Did a complete inventory of our Participated
fly tying supplies and donations

Participated in

Science on the
Sock Event at Consolidated
Sportsmen

Provided volunteers for the an-

Healing Waters active within
region and have had fishing
outings with Veterans

Chapter Officer’s and Directors

Actively Worked to get Project
Participated

in World’s End
Day as part of the River of the
Year Celebration – the Art of
Fly Fishing

Participated

in the Cub Scout
Recruitment Day at Indian Park
to help with fishing

The Chapter recommended Mia

Jones to the Lycoming County
Conservation District who
awarded her a scholarship to the
Rivers Conservation & Fly
Fishing Youth Camp, and donated a fly rod for her use at the
camp

Is

actively working with Lycoming College and Penn College to establish a 5 Rivers College outreach program at each
school

Working

with the Lycoming
College Fly Fishing Club

Actively involved in important
legislative issues pertaining to
the Fish & Boat Commission
mission

WKOK radio program On the
Mark to discuss Loyalsock
Creek River of the Year

Participated at the Trout in the

and March was the most successful that we have had to date
with 24 students at each class
and 6 instructors
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Fly tying class held in February

Classroom release of trout fingerlings with St. John Neumann
9th grade at Trout Run Park

Chapter Officer’s attended
PATU annual meeting in Bellefonte

in the Trout in the
Continued monitoring the Rock Participated
Classroom release of trout finRun Watershed

Participated in the Girl Scouts

science & technology expo at
Penn College
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in field days for
Loyalsock Township 6th grade
at the Waterdale Environmental
Education Center

gerlings with Montgomery High
School at White Deer Hole
Creek

nual Jerry Zedler Cane Pole
Derby hosted by the Loyalsock
Creek Watershed Association
answered countless emails,
phone calls, and attended meetings

Website, Susquehanna Ripples
and Social Media:

 Published 7 informative newsletters

 Maintains a website that is up-

dated regularly
 Active Face Book Page that is
frequently visited and posts
shared by other individuals
 Have active accounts on Twitter
and Tumblr
During the fiscal year of 2017 2018, the Chapter logged 1,850.85
volunteer hours.
This is up from 938 hours logged
in 2016 - 2017.

The Chapter is always looking for
individuals who are willing to
help in Chapter activities in any
way possible. If you have a skill
or interest, please let us know.
Whether you are interested in
helping in a particular area
(teaching casting, fly tying, fishing Project Healing Waters, etc.) a
project, or specific event, we welcome your willingness to participate. Just let us know what you
are interested in doing and we can
help.
Contact any of the officers on
Page 2 of this newsletter or at susquehannatu@gmail.com. We appreciate your willingness to help
the Chapter meet our goals.
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Recipe of the Month

Black Friday Blackened Fish






Preheat cast iron skillet or griddle, preferably on
outdoor grill, until very hot.
Dip thick (at least one-half-inch) fish fillets into
melted butter and then into cajun blackening spice
mixture (equal parts black, white and cayenne pepper, paprika, garlic powder, onion powder, oregano,
thyme).
Cook in hot skillet about 2 minutes or until bottom
is near black but not burned.
Turn fillets, drizzle with more melted butter, continue cooking about 2 minutes. Serve immediately with
dipping butter.
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/blackfriday/

My Therapy
By Bob Baker

November 22, 2014 is a day that changed my life
forever. I was involved in a vehicle accident that nearly
took my life. Before being freed from my overturned
truck, I was close to succumbing to my injuries, but the
firefighters were able to get me out and the paramedic
and ambulance crew began their treatment. At the hospital I was told I broke my neck and had 2 arteries on
the top of my head that were severed causing extensive
blood loss. I was transferred to Geisinger Medical Center for further treatment.
While at Geisinger, the Doctors told me that I had
broken my neck in 7 places and had a spinal cord injury.
After 4 surgeries and 10 days in the hospital, I was discharged to go back home. The next several months
were very scary for me as I did not know what the future
was. I was in constant pain, had weakness in my extremities, continual flashbacks of the accident, and other
problems associated with my injuries.
Within a day or so of coming home from the hospital,
Dave Craig came to the house to see me and came several times over the next few weeks. At that time, I was
the treasurer, newsletter editor and webmaster (and still
am) and I was unsure whether I would be able to continue in that capacity although I wanted to.
Walt Nicholson and Carey Entz Rine stepped up and
said they would take over the newsletter for me if I
needed them to. I said no to their offer and thanked them
saying that I wanted to continue doing the newsletter.
At that time, I had no idea what these responsibilities
would mean to me and my recovery and healing.
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I struggle every day but one thing that helps me is
being involved with our Chapter and working with a
great group of people. Within a few days of getting out
of the hospital, I was working on the next issue of the
Susquehanna Ripples as well as the website. I had a difficult time doing these things and it took much longer to
do and created frustration because I couldn't do things
the way I could before I was injured.
The January 2015 issue of the Susquehanna Ripples
was completed, and I immediately moved on to the next
issue. I tried to keep myself busy working on Chapter
things doing other things that I could.
I started fly tying on a more regular basis and this
was a real challenge for me. I loved tying but because
of a loss of feeling in my hands, coordination problems
and not getting my hands to always work the way I
wanted them to, I was close to giving up many times.
Although I will never win any fly-tying contests, the fish
don’t care as I have caught fish on flies that I have tied
and what a thrill that is. I continue to tie and try to do so
several times a week.
Over time I realized something. The Chapter, and fly
tying, became my escape from the everyday problems
and setbacks that I face. I am temporarily taken away
from the continual flashbacks of November 22, 2014
and reliving the entire incident over in my mind. I continue to struggle daily in one way or another but working on Chapter activities and fly tying has become a release for me. I continue to get frustrated when my hands
won’t work the way I want them to or I cannot remember something that I should and have learned to live with
the daily pain and disabilities
Belonging to this group has made me realize that I
have a great group of friends and support and am able to
share my love of fishing, fly tying and conservation. All
these things help me belong to something much bigger
and stronger than I ever imagined. My health and disability are not an obstacle as it could have been as I am
able to do what is required, what is fun for me, and am
able to see that I can overcome my daily problems. If
only for a short time, I forget about my daily struggles
and problems and am absorbed in the fishing world.
To end this story, I want to say Thank You to every
member of this Chapter. You are the reason that I am
doing the things that I do for the Chapter. Each one of
you is helping me with my ongoing recovery.
I want to give a special Thank You to Dave Craig,
Walt Nicholson, and Bill O’Connor for your ongoing
support, words of encouragement, and help through my
difficult times. Your encouragement and friendship is
something that I truly do appreciate.
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044
Treasurers Report for August 1, 2018 through
September 30, 2018
Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer

Treasurers Report for October 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2018
Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer

Checking Beginning Balance:

$5,404.55

Income:
Donation

$

Total Income:

$5,409.10

Expenses:
Covenant Central Presbyterian
Church (Donation)

$ 150.00

Total Expenses:

$ 150.00

Checking Account Balance

$5,259.10

Savings Account Beginning:

$8463.94

Interest for July
Interest for August
Interest for September

$
$
$

0.32
0.38
0.35

Expenses:
Covenant Central Presbyterian
Church (Donation)
Post Office Box Rental
General Expenses
Fly tying tools and
Manual printing
Donation to River of the
Year Program (youth education)
Sales Tax

Total Income

$

1.05

Total Expenses:

Savings Account Balance

$8,464.99

4.55

Dave Craig, the Chapter’s Financial Review Officer, reviews each bank statement and all expenses
and income to ensure that the Chapter funds are being used appropriately and that all chapter money
and transactions are accounted for. Any questions
about any financial activity can be directed to Dave,
or to Bob Baker, Treasurer (contact information is
located on page 2)

Coldwater Heritage Partnership Grant
Treasurer’s Report for October 1, 2017 through
September 30, 2018
Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer
Cold Water Heritage Grant Opening Balance $4,250.00

Check Written to Trout Unlimited 12/13/17 -$4,250.00
Ending Balance and account closed

$ 00.00

Checking Beginning Balance:

$5,045.44

Income:
Donations
In Memory of Donations
Sold Merchandise
New Member Rebate

$ 605.16
$ 200.00
$ 256.00
$ 60.00

Total Income:

$1,121.16

$ 148.79
$ 200.00
$ 12.75
$ 907.50

Checking Account Balance

$5,259.10

Savings Account Beginning:

$8,185.85

Income:
Donations
Interest for October
Interest for November
Interest for December
Interest for January
Interest for February
Interest for March
Interest for April
Interest for May
Interest for June
Interest for July
Interest for August
Interest for September

$ 275.00
$ 0.31
$ 0.37
$ 0.34
$ 0.31
$ 0.39
$ 0.31
$ 0.32
$ 0.38
$ 0.36
$ 0.32
$ 0.38
$ 0.35

Total Income

$ 279.14

Savings Account Balance

$8,464.99

Money in the bank
Checking Account:
Savings Account:
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$ 450.00
$ 82.00
$ 13.96

$5,259.10
$8,464.99
$13,854.09
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TU’s Fiscal Year is Changing
The Trout Unlimited Board of Trustees voted earlier this
year to change the fiscal year dates. At the present time,
the fiscal year goes from October 1 through September
30. The Board of Directors believed that ending the fiscal year on September 30 “presents challenges for conservation staff and volunteers for budgeting, planning
and simply by taking folks who should be in the field
implementing our mission away from that work to do
administrative tasks.”
Because of this, the new fiscal year will be April 1
through March 31. What does this mean to our Chapter?
Primarily it simply changes the dates that the Treasurer
has to file the required return with the IRS and the annual financial report to national TU. The Chapter will also
have to look at the bylaws and change the date of the
annual meeting to coincide with the new fiscal year.
As of now, we are on a shortened fiscal year that will
run from October 1 through March 31 and reports will
be filed as required. April 1 will mark the beginning of a
new full fiscal year.

Make your own Plastic Lure Molds for
Fishing
With winter upon us, many have put their fishing
gear away while others will fight the cold and ice to pursue their dream of catching fish year round.
For those Anglers that use plastic baits, buying them
can be expensive. You can make your own plastic basics and gain more satisfaction from catching fish on the
lures that you make.
Things You will need to make the molds:
• Newspaper
• Flat plastic container
• Epoxy
• Plastic fishing worm or other lures
• Petroleum jelly
• Plaster of Paris
• Bondo Q-tip
1. Place newspaper on the surface where you will be
making the mold. This will catch any mess you
might make while making the lure mold.
2. Select a flat, plastic container to make the mold into.
You will need a container that is approximately 2
inches high and 3 inches longer than your plastic
fishing lure on each side.
3. Place a light coat of epoxy to the underside of your
plastic lure. Stick the lure onto the center bottom of
the plastic container. You can use several lures by
spacing them evenly apart.
4. Apply a light coat of petroleum jelly on the inside of
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the plastic container. Be sure to cover the bottom
and all sides. This will make removing the mold
from the plastic container easier.
5. Mix the Bondo or Plaster of Paris per the instruction
on the package. Pour the mixture over the plastic
lures. You want the mixture to be approximately an
inch thick inside the container. Allow the mixture to
completely dry.
6. Remove the mold from the plastic container once it
is dry. Remove your lures from the mold. There
should now be a form of the lure on the Bondo or
Plaster of Paris.
7. Place some epoxy on a Q-tip and coat each cavity
with a light amount. This makes your lures look
shiny. By leaving the epoxy off, your lures will be
fine for use but they will just look duller. Your mold
is now ready to use.
Where do you get you plastic for making lures? You
can use old broken lures that you already have, just melt
them down and pour them into the molds. You can also
get liquid plastic and other components from lure making companies such as Jann’s Netcraft, Lure Parts
Online, and others. (These are just examples and are not
endorsed by the Chapter)
Taken from trails.com

Fly of the Month

Al Troth Terrible Stone
Hooks: TMC9395 or DAI2220, sizes 2-8
Thread: Black
Tail: Dyed dark brown goose biiots ties in a V
Abdomen: Dubbed with a 50-50 blend of black and
brown lamb’s wool over an underbody of dark brown
chenille
Legs: Three sets of black hackle stems ties into the
thorax at 90 degree angles. Legs are trimmed off leaving only stubble along the stem and knotted for joints.
Black rubber hackle can also be used.
Thorax: Dark brown chenille. Position legs while
wrapping chenille forward.
Antennae: Dyed dark brown goose biots ties over the
head.
Taken from Fish Flies: The Encyclopedia of the Fly Tier's Art
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Angler Interview with Beverly Smith,
Vice President for Volunteer Operations
for Trout Unlimited
In an effort to bring something new to our newsletter,
we have reached out to various anglers across the country and ask them some basic questions about fishing and
their experiences. We hope this will be exciting for you
as we continue to strive to make this a great newsletter
worth reading.
This month, we interview Beverly Smith, Vice President for Volunteer Operations for Trout Unlimited. We
would like to thank Beverly for taking the time to answer our questions. (Photos provided by Beverly Smith)

Beverly with a beautiful Cutthroat from the Flat Creek in
Wyoming

How did you begin your interest in fishing?
I grew up in a family that loved to hunt and fish.
How old were you when you first went fishing and with
who? What was the first fish you remember catching?
I caught a bluefish when I was five. I likely
caught fish before this, but it’s the first one I remember
and the best early photo (attached.) You can see the
pride in my face. I have a little better fish hold these
days, but I’m still just as excited. Typically my dad was
the person that took me fishing. But, really, I fished with
my entire family and my family friends. My cousin Michael, in particular, took me under his wing when I was
in middle school to make sure I really understood how
to catch fish with a fly.
What is your most memorable experience while fishing?
Seeing my five year old daughter start to fall in
love with fishing.

What are the top waters (in your opinion) that you
have fished and like to fish?
I love fishing new places and for new species,
but there's nothing like fishing your home water. For me
that's the Snake river in Wyoming.
What do you see is the future of fishing?
The stats on the number of people engaging
with hunting and fishing each year aren’t particularly
optimistic. Kids are spending an increasingly large
amount of time behind screens and less time exploring
creeks and rivers. The planet is getting hotter and more
crowded, meaning the number of wild, coldwater
streams are likely to be fewer and fewer. Despite all of
these considerations, I remain very optimistic about the
future of fishing – because of TU chapters. TU has over
400 chapters in communities across the country taking
kids fishing, engaging more people in the sport, and restoring degraded streams to a wild and natural state. The
work TU does every day across this country through our
volunteers is changing the equation for the future of
fishing.
How do we get more families (kids and women) involved in this great sport?
Invite them to something fun. Be intentional
with messaging -- use images of kids and women, state
that the event is ‘family friendly’, and put up fliers in
places where kids and parents frequent like the library.
Be intentional with your event planning -- make sure
you’re hosting fishing related activities at times when
families can participate – i.e. 7 p.m. on Tuesday nights
are hard! And, just make sure it’s fun. Kids don’t need
to catch an 18” wild trout for the day to be fun. Bluegill
tend to do the trick just as well. Having food available is
another sure fire way to make sure people come back!
How has fishing changed over the years?
Looking at it in terms of the technology of the
gear, it often feels like so much has changed. Just consider the evolution to graphite. However, at the same
time, so many fly anglers still use and prefer bamboo
and fiberglass. It’s a sport that continues to evolve but
the traditional, simple nature of the sport is still sometimes just as effective and attractive to so many of us.
What is your greatest accomplishment in fishing?
I’m not sure that’s happened yet. I’m hopeful it
involves a large, wild steelhead in the not too distant
future. However, to date, it might be taking my toddler
and an infant floating and fishing. There’s an element of
patting your head, rubbing your belly, jumping up and
down and saying the ABC’s backwards. Still, we caught
fish. So, yeah, that feels like a major accomplishment.
-Continued on next page
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What is your favorite or go to bait / lure / fly?
If I don’t know the time of year, the river location, bug life, or anything other than the fact that there
are trout in there… 100 percent of the time I tie on a
parachute adams.
Do you tie your own flies or make your own lures,
rods, etc.? If you do, why?
Not regularly. I wish I had the time.
Do you think fishing has become commercialized in
that there are all kinds of gadgets and ever increasing
choices in tackle and equipment? Do we really need all
the stuff that is on the market or should we just stick
with simplicity?
No. I don’t. I think it’s nice to give folks options. One option is a simplicity!
Is there any one person or persons who have influenced you in this sport?
My cousin Michael.
What do you think is the biggest threat to our sport?
Climate change.
What species of fish have you fished for? What is your
favorite?
I’ve been very lucky to fish for a lot of species
on a fly. Some saltwater – redfish, snook, bonefish, etc.
… And a number of species of trout in fresh water. I
love catching fish native to the water where I’m fishing.
Catching rainbows in northern California was a kick.
And, it’s hard to beat the beauty of a little Brook Trout
in an eastern stream or a fine spotted Cutthroat at home.
Any advice for someone just starting out in fishing / fly
fishing?
Two things: 1) Be patient. Don’t dare get frustrated losing a fly or getting a knot. It’s part of the process. Stick with it, trust me, it’s worth it. 2) Find a community of anglers to help show you tricks, places to fish,
teach you about reading the water, and engage you with
giving back to the resource. TU chapters are among the
best places to find this community!

LIFE JACKET WEAR REQUIRED BY
LAW NOVEMBER 1 TO APRIL 30
Pennsylvania boaters are required, by law, to wear life jackets on
boats less than 16 feet in length or any
canoe or kayak during the cold weather
months from November 1 through April
30. This requirement is intended to protect boaters from the dangers of cold
water shock if they fall into the water.
The risk of an accident being fatal is significantly higher when the air and water temperatures are colder
in late fall through spring. Over the last 15 years, cold
water incidents represented only eight percent of the
boating-related accidents, but they resulted in 24 percent
of the fatalities. Victims who are wearing a life jacket
when exposed to cold water have potentially life-saving
advantages.
Although only required for boats less than 16
feet in length, the Chapter recommends that you wear a
life Jacket on all boats during this time. Accidents can
still happen on larger boats and a life jacket could increase your chance of survival.

Fish Eye Guy Photography
Pat Clayton is an outdoor person who was snorkeling in the rivers in British Columbia. While on one
of his underwater adventures, he found a group of Bull
trout below a waterfall and took pictures of them for
something to do and new to try. The rest is history for
him.
Pat, better known as the Fish Eye Guy, takes
underwater pictures of wild trout and salmon in their
natural environment. His pictures have been features in
many magazines and he has worked with many conservation groups, including Trout Unlimited.
To see his beautiful work, go to http://
fisheyeguyphotography.com/. On his website, in addition to the trout and salmon, you will find pictures or
grayling and arctic char, bears, owls, landscapes and a
lot more.
Visit this site to be amazed at the beauty of our
world and the reasons we fish.
The Susquehanna Chapter in no way supports or endorses the Fish Eye Guy.
We are providing you with this for informational and educational purposes

Beverly and her kids with a nice brown trout
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your dinner table). It is difficult to
used in all American food proRoad Salt and Stream
know
when
these
salt
supplies
will
cessing each year? Doctors have
Health
run out, but it is certainly much
become increasingly concerned that

11/01/2017
By Scott Maxham, IWLA Clean Water Fellow

As the days shorten and get colder, our thoughts shift from outdoor
activities to spending time indoors
with friends and family. When it’s
time to snuggle up by the fire, many
of us might think it’s also time to
put stream monitoring and the
Clean Water Challenge on hold until spring. But I’m here to throw
cold water on that idea! There is
still work to be done, even when the
temperature drops.
Although we typically suggest
biological
stream
monitoring
(finding macroinvertebrates) in the
fall and spring, we should not forget
about water quality during the summer and winter months. Each season presents specific threats to
stream health. In winter, road salt
can cause serious damage to water
quality.
How exactly does road salt work
– and how did we get to using up to
20 million tons of it every year?
Road salt was first used in New
Hampshire in 1941 – and its use
quickly snowballed. As automobile
accidents decreased in New Hampshire, other snow-covered states
took notice and began using road
salt. In the 1950s, the U.S. highway
system began a rapid expansion,
and the increased mileage of roadways required even more road salt.
It wasn’t until the 1970s that Americans began to realize the harmful
effects of road salt on nearby lands
and waters. Cities began to be more
mindful of salt usage, but ultimately
we were hooked and there was no
easy alternative. Over the past two
decades, some cities have looked
into using salt alternatives, but other
de-icers have failed to gain traction
due to cost concerns.
Today, we use 10 to 20 million
tons of road salt every year, depending on the length and severity of
winter weather. The majority of the
road salt we use comes from salt
mines across the country (the same
salt that is ground up for use on

November 2018

cheaper to use domestic salt – on
both our roads and our tables – than
to import it from other major salt
producers such as China.
Salt has the ability to both raise
the boiling point of water and lower
its freezing point. Fresh water will
freeze at 32 degrees Fahrenheit. Salt
water will resist freezing to about
15 degrees Fahrenheit. However,
road salt does not start working until it has dissolved into a liquid, so
new technologies include applying a
salt solution or pre-wetted salt to
allow it to start working immediately.
Other elements, such as calcium
chloride, can drop the freezing point
of water much lower than 15 degrees. However, they are typically
not used on roadways because they
cost twice as much as rock salt.
When road salt is used to melt
ice, it eventually runs off into the
soil near the road. When winter is
over, spring rains flush this salt into
our streams, rivers, and lakes. This
is a slow process. Even if we quit
using road salt today, the salt already in the ground can persist for
decades, and the salt content in our
streams will rise as salt continues to
percolate through the soil.
I frequently use chloride test
strips with children during Creek
Freaks stream monitoring events.
After the kids figure out that chloride gets in the water through salt
(sodium chloride), they sometimes
ask if that is normal or if the fish
can just live with salty water like
they do in the ocean. Unfortunately,
most freshwater fish cannot adapt to
salt in the water. Salt can also be
harmful to the aquatic macroinvertebrates that we look for during
stream monitoring – these freshwater bugs can only tolerate so much
salt before the stream becomes uninhabitable.
We all know that fast food and
convenience munchies are often
laden with salt. But did you know
that we use more than 10 times the
amount of salt on our roads than is

as road salt infiltrates our drinking
water supplies, it can cause problems for people with high blood
pressure because water treatment
plants cannot remove all the extra
sodium.
We need to ensure efforts to
keep our roads safe do not destroy
water quality in the process.
It’s easy to check how much salt
is in your local stream using chloride test strips, which provide an
instant reading. Start collecting data
now to get a long-term look at chloride levels and the health of local
streams.
Above copied from the Isaak Walton League of
America website https://www.iwla.org/blog/blog/
clean-water-corner/2017/11/01/road-salt-andstream-health

What can you do?
Test the chloride in your
stream. Request a FREE test kit using
the
form
at
https://
www.iwla.org/conservation/water/
winter-salt-watch and follow the
instructions you receive with your
kit.
You'll want to test your stream:
(1)Before a winter storm (to get a
baseline reading). (2)After salt has
been applied to roads. (3)After the
first warm-weather day or rainstorm
following a snow or freeze. (4) After the next rain event.
Share your results using the free
Water Reporter app. Just follow
these simple instructions. With test
results in one place, we can identify
salt hot spots around the country,
and you can see how salt is affecting your community.
Take action. If you find high
levels of chloride, let someone
know! Call your city or county department of environmental protection to report high chloride levels or
large salt piles.
Protect the health of your
streams – and your community –
with Winter Salt Watch!
This is a program of the Isaak Walton
League of American and is not affiliated with Trout Unlimited or this Chapter
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Susquehanna Ripples
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore
Central Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events
November 1, 2018
Mandatory Use of Life Jackets
while underway or at anchor on
boats less than 16 feet in length or
on any canoe or kayak begins
through April 30, 2019
November 3, 2018
The Pennsylvania Fly Fishing Museum’s 20th Annual Fundraising
Banquet and auction
November 10, 2018
A Year in the Life of the Loyalsock with underwater photographer and videographer Keith Williams. River of Year Celebration
Event. See Middle Susquehanna
Riverkeeper for information.
November 14, 2018
Chapter Meeting - Trout Stream
Habitat Restoration by PA Bureau
of Forestry

November 17 - 18, 2019
International Fly Tying Symposium in Parsippany, NJ

The Susquehanna Ripples is the official newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited. It is published 8
times a year: January, February, March,
December 1, 2018
April, June/July, September, October,
2019 Fishing License’s go on sale and November. Please consider submitting something of interest to our readers;
January 9, 2019
a story, stream report, recipe, photoChapter Meeting - tentative
graph, gear review, etc. Submissions
Annual Watershed Summit
received will be placed in the next available issue. All submissions can be sent
February 13, 2019
to
susquehannatu@gmail.com
or
Chapter Meeting
boblbaker@comcast.net.
March 13, 2019
Chapter Meeting
March 30, 2019
Regional Opening Day of Trout
(south east PA)
April 10, 2019
Chapter Meeting
April 13, 2019
Opening Day of Trout Statewide

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd

Wednesday of each month and are open
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are
held at the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W 4th St, Williamsport, PA 17701, in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted). Parking is
at the rear of the Church and enter off of
Campbell Street.
No meetings are held in May, June,
July, August or December

