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Notice of Upcoming Chapter Election
The annual Chapter election will be held at the November 14, 2018 Chapter Meeting. As required by the bylaws,
the Nominating Committee has presented the following list of candidates:
1 year Term
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Walt Nicholson
Dave Craig
Kevin McJunkin
Bob Baker

3 Year Term
Charles Knowlden
Steve Szoke
Please consider giving back to the Chapter by assuming a leadership role. You can self nominate yourself or
nominate someone else. You don’t have to worry about experience and you will not be left alone as you will have all
the support, and help, you need in order to succeed. Nominations will be taken from the floor prior to the election.

Alaska Night to be topic of Meeting
If you have ever thought about taking a trip to fish for salmon, grayling, rainbow trout, and dolly varden in Alaska,
you are invited to a special program on October 10th at 7 pm at Covenant Central Presbyterian Church Fellowship
Hall, rear of 807 W 4th Street in Williamsport. Chapter members including Jim Latini, Dave Wonderlich and Walt
Nicholson will highlight their favorite rivers, fisheries and scenery of the 49th State. Each summer, millions of salmon run up Alaska's rivers to spawn, creating an incredible natural bounty of food resources for other fish species,
wildlife, and the local populace. Surprisingly, it is possible find spectacular angling opportunities which are accessible by car along the basic network of highways. The public is invited to this program which will discuss current salmon conservation issues as well as the how and where to go for an unforgettable "bucket list" experience.
Walt Nicholson

Project Healing Waters needs your Help
We are looking for individuals who would like to serve the Project Healing Waters group. These individuals would
assist the Veterans on fishing outings and more information can be obtained by calling Charlie Knowlden, PHWFF
Coordinator at (570) 971-1296 or see him at the October Chapter Meeting where he can answer your questions and
explain what is needed. He is in need of 4 or 5 volunteers to help.
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PATU Elects Officers at Annual Meeting

On September 8, three members of our Chapter attended the Pennsylvania
Council of Trout Unlimited’s annual meeting. The meeting was held at the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commissions Centre Region Office in Bellefonte.
There were 36 Chapters represented (111 TU Members) and included
presentations on a variety of topics. It was also a great opportunity to meet
others from around the State and hear what they doing in their Chapters.
The following individuals were elected officers for the PA Council of Trout
Unlimited and will serve one-year terms, effective October 1, 2018:
President – Greg Malaska
Executive Vice President – John Leonard (serving the SC, NE and SE Regions)
Executive Vice President – Monty Murty (serving the SW, NW and NC Regions)
Treasurer – George Kutskel
Secretary – Bob Pennell
National Leadership Council Rep – Brian Wagner
NW Regional VP – Ken Undercoffer
NC Regional VP – Bob Volkmar
NE Regional VP – Bobby Hughes
SW Regional VP – Chuck Winters
SC Regional VP – Russ Collins
SE Regional VP – Brian McGuire
The Chapter would like to congratulate all the above individuals and we
look forward to working with them over the next year.

Ideas Needed

We want to hear from you. We have over 240 members in our Chapter and
many others who follow our activities. We have a wide range of members
Program Director
Joe Radley
from pre teens to individuals in their 90’s. We are looking for ideas as to what
you want to be the topic of upcoming Chapter meetings. What are your interProject Healing Waters Coordinator ests? Where do you like to fish and for what species? Have you ever wanted
Charles Knowlden
to learn about fishing in Yellowstone or to plan a fishing vacation? Have you
(570)971-1296 or e-mail:
wanted to try nymph fishing but don’t know how? Do you know how to fish
charlie.knowlden@projecthealingwaters.org
for bass or catfish? We want to give you presentations and topics that interest
you.
Youth and Women’s Coordinator
At the same time, do you have any projects that you would like to see the
Trout in the Classroom Coordinator
Chapter undertake or participate in? We have members who would like to do
Open
something but we need your input into what we should be doing.
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Thank you for your anticipated help and we look forward to hearing your
Bob Baker
ideas.
boblbaker@comcast.net

susquehannatu.com
susquehannatu@gmail.com

Welcome New Members
Everhette Heasley
Silas Heasley
Donna Missigman
Ian Wimer

The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah. The picture was taken by
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April. The picture is used with
his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.
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The Hellbender in PA
At the September 12 picnic
and meeting of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
and the Middle Susquehanna
Riverkeepers Book Club, we
were honored to have Dr. Mizuki Takahashi, Assistant Professor of Biology at Bucknell
University, give a presentation on the Hellbender.
The Eastern Hellbender is one of the largest salamanders in North America and can grow to 24 + inches in
length. They are totally aquatic, never leaving the water, and are generally active only at night when they go
out from under the rocks in search of food. They have
been found in Pine Creek, Lycoming Creek, Loyalsock
Creek, Muncy Creek, White Deer Creek, and White
Deer Hole Creek.
The hellbender is considered to be one of the
more important aquatic species found in Pennsylvania.
Why? Because the hellbender is found only in high
quality cold water with a good current. Any changes in
the water quality can have a negative effect on its population thus making it a good indicator of a healthy
stream. They can live up to 50 years and their presence
in a stream in a great indicator of the long-term health of
a stream. In terms of trout who need the same type of
water, the success of one will directly affect the other.
There are myths about these large salamanders and
are due to the publics unfamiliarity with them. The hellbender is nocturnal and is rarely seen during the day
unless disturbed. It is not poisonous and will not attack
someone. A common myth is that hellbenders ruin good
fishing streams by eating fish eggs and fish. This is not
true as it eats crayfish as its main part of the diet thus
keeping the stream’s food chain balanced. They also eat
hellgrammites, snails and other insects.
If you catch a hellbender while fishing, remove the
hook if you can safely but to avoid the chance of being
bit, or just cut the line near the mouth and let it go. In
Pennsylvania, there is no open season for the hellbender
and you are not allowed to have one in your possession.
For more information, you can contact:

Recipe of the Month

BLUEGILL FRITTERS
This bluegill recipe is a different twist to a hush puppy;
only better.
Ingredients:
1 cup flour
1 tsp kosher salt
1/4 tsp freshly ground black pepper
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1 tsp onion powder
1/4 tsp of paprika
1 tsp baking powder
1 egg, separated
2/3 cup milk
1 TBS butter, melted
2 cups bluegill fillets (perch or crappie works well),
flaked
oil for deep frying
1. PREHEAT oil to 370 to 375 degrees.
2. Sift together flour, salt, pepper, garlic powder, onion
powder, paprika, and baking powder. Mix egg yolk with
milk and add to dry ingredients; beat well. Add melted
butter. Fold in stiffly beaten egg white and fish flakes.
3. Drop by tablespoonfuls into hot deep fat and fry until
golden brown on both sides. Drain on paper towels or a
brown bag.
4. Serve at once with horseradish and ketchup, chili
sauce or wasabi sauce.https://www.misshomemade.com/
bluegillrecipes.html

Dr. Peter Petokas
Clean Water Institute
Lycoming College
700 College Place
Williamsport, PA 17701
Ph. 570-321-4006
Email: petokas@lycoming.edu
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Angler Interview
In an effort to bring something new to our newsletter,
we have reached out to various anglers across the country and ask them some basic questions about fishing and
their experiences. We hope this will be exciting for you
as we continue to strive to make this a great newsletter
worth reading. We will publish the interviews as we get
them.
In our first interview, we interview Jane Kilcher and
we want to thank her for taking the time to answer our
questions.

Interview with Jane Kilcher
Jane Kilcher was born and
raised in Homer, Alaska.
She spent many years as a
commercial fisherwoman
fishing throughout Alaska.
She later met Atz Lee
Kilcher, fell in love, and
Photo taken from Jane’s Facebook
married him. Jane gave up
being a commercial fisherwoman and settled down on the Kilcher Homestead.
Jane continues to fish throughout the year so that she
can provide food for her family. Jane can be seen on the
Discovery Channels Alaska: the Last Frontier. This is
a reality TV show that documents the Kilcher family
living off the land and without modern amenities.
How did you begin your interest in fishing?
I grew up in Alaska and my Dad always took us on
fishing trips

How old were you when you first went fishing and with
who?
I was 3 years old why I caught my first fish (dolly
varden) with my Dad
What is your most memorable experience while
fishing?
I caught a 200 lb. halibut and ate all of it with help
from the Kilchers
What are the top waters (in your opinion) that you
have fished and like to fish?
Lake Louise, Alaska for ice fishing, Kachemak Bay,
Kenai River, Russian River, Lake Clark, Iliamna Lake
What do you see is the future of fishing?
I see better rods and boats in the future
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How do we get more families (kids and women) involved in this great sport?
The more we take children fishing, we are breeding
fishermen for life
How has fishing changed over the years?
There are more lodges now which allows me to go
farther and get advice from local fishermen and guides
What is your greatest accomplishment in fishing?
My greatest accomplishment is also my best experience – catching a 200 lb. halibut on an overnight halibut
trip in Lower Cook Inlet, AK
What was the first fish you remember catching?
Dolly Varden trout
What is your favorite or go to bait / lure / fly?
Fresh bait or cured eggs
Do you think fishing has become commercialized in
that there are all kinds of gadgets and ever increasing
choices in tackle and equipment? Do we really need all
the stuff that is on the market or should we just stick
with simplicity?
I love all the gadgets and all the new tackle
Is there any one person or persons who have influenced you in this sport?
My Dad, innately good fisherman and m husband for
all his fly fishing skills that I do not have. (I’m a rod
and reel girl)
What do you think is the biggest threat to our sport?
The biggest threat is when a place gets overfished,
especially illegal nets
Do you tie your own flies or make your own lures,
rods, etc.? If you do, why?
I do tie my own flies and give them to Atz (husband)
as he fly fishes and I do not. Polar bear fur is super iridescent in the water and trout in Alaska love it. I also
make my own ice fishing rods.
What species of fish have you fished for? What is your
favorite?
Favorite is halibut. I catch all types of trout and
salmon, rockfish, bass, shark, burbot, black bass, pike,
grayling, and char
Any advice for someone just starting out in fishing / fly
fishing?
My advise is to go with someone who has the passion
for it like me.
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High Water and Flooding and its effects
on Trout
Our region has seen record setting rainfall and continual flooding over the past few months preventing us
from being outside and getting on the streams. It has
been believed that flooding kills, or forces, fish and
aquatic insects downstream as they are washed away by
the high waters. Shannon White, a PhD candidate from
Penn State, did her research in the Loyalsock Creek Watershed and gave presentations at our Chapter meetings.
In her Blog The Troutlook (thetroutlook.com) one entry
discussed the effects of flooding on trout and their
streams.
We thought it would be appropriate to print her blog
and see the benefits of high water on trout and streams.
The following is reprinted with Shannon’s permission.

TROUT- GOLDILOCKS OR BIG BEAR?
10/29/2016
Large floods, like the historic 500-year event that hit
Loyalsock Creek in 2011, are surprisingly necessary for
long-term trout survival. There’s been a reoccurring
theme in my posts- stream flow is really important. When streams rise too far, trout can wash
downstream and die. When there isn’t enough flow,
stream temperatures rise, oxygen availability declines,
fish become trapped in isolated pools, and, you guessed
it, they can die. But, trout aren’t the Goldilocks I may
have
led
you
to
believe.
Headwater streams are some of the harshest environments an animal can live in. They are a complex mosaic
of habitats- riffles, runs, pools, glides- all connected by
the unpredictable flow of water. Flood stages and
drought conditions can be separated by only a few
hours. Stream temperature changes quickly with rain
and air temperature. Aquatic macroinvertebrates, a
trout’s major food source, follow their own schedule,
and fish have to sit and wait for a causality to float
downstream (and in doing so expose themselves to predators). The only thing predictable about headwater
streams
is
that
they
are
unpredictable.
Rivers and large streams are less erratic than headwater creeks, but these larger systems are often too warm
for trout and don’t have the right food sources (though,
some trout can use these habitats…a story for later). So,
for most of the year, trout are basically stuck in these
unpredictable headwaters. To survive, trout need to be
tough. But, it also takes a team effort. In this case, the
“team” I’m talking about is the ecosystem. And on this
team, unpredictability isn’t just something that organisms have evolved to survive, but is a necessary player.
And, one element of unpredictability needed for survival
are what we humans have decided to call “natural disasters.”
Take floods, for example. Loyalsock Creek has had
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its fair share of flooding the last five years. In 2011
there was a 500-year flood (meaning stream flows are
predicted to get that high only once every 500
years). And, just last week, parts of Loyalsock were hit
hard with floods that washed away bridges and homes.
These events are devastating for humans because we’ve
decided to build structures alongside streams. But, trout
depend on floods for long-term health for several reason:
Floods clean streams: Trout hate sediment. It
scratches their gills, suffocates their eggs, and decreases
overall water quality. It can also be a source for diseases
and parasites. Even the healthiest streams receive sediment from erosion of riparian land, and the only way to
clear it from the stream is with high-velocity stream
flows. In a forested watershed, the average rain event
will cause little change in stream flows. Streams flows
may increase more in an unforested watershed (because
there are fewer trees and plants to absorb rain water),
but total stream sediment increases because of more riparian erosion. Really high flows and floods are needed
to completely clean the system. These high flows cause
fine sediment and small gravel to become suspended in
the water column and wash downstream. As sediment is
passing by, it scrubs algae off rocks and boulders and
uncovers a fresh stream bed. What’s left is cleaner trout
habitat
with
less
fine
particles.
Floods create habitat.: If you fish, you know some
of the best trout habitat includes submerged logs and
large boulders. These features create deep pools and are
good hiding spots for trout trying to avoid predators. But, they are extremely heavy. Luckily, water is
very powerful. Heavy rains erode banks and cause riparian trees to fall into the stream. But, really heavy floods
mobilize trees and boulders from much further away. A
large pulse of water can cause a downed tree from the
hillslope to enter the stream and become trout habitat. In fact, the lack of fallen trees in watersheds that
have been historically logged is a common source of
habitat loss in trout populations. Forests less than a century old may appear healthy, but most trees are likely to
still be standing and so less wood is available to enter
streams during floods.
Floods reconnect populations: On average, trout
are good at hunkering down and staying put during high
flow events. But, in flood conditions, many fish do get
washed downstream. Some likely perish, but survivors
find new habitats. This can cause new streams to become colonized or temporarily connect otherwise isolated populations. This is extremely important because
connectivity is key to long-term population survival.
Populations that are connected have higher genetic diversity, meaning there are more forms of a gene present
in the population. This is critical, particularly in highly
variable environments like streams, because different
genes are better at surviving different forms of stress.
Let’s think about a fake example that will bring this
point closer to home. A population with low genetic
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diversity in humans may have, for example, a high proportion of people with blue eyes. If there is a lethal disease that effects only people with blue eyes, then that
population would quickly die. However, a population
with high genetic diversity may have an equal number
of people with blue, green, and brown eyes. Now, if the
blue-eyed killer hits, the population declines, but the
damage is limited to a small subset of individuals and
the population survives. Though this is a fictitious example, similar scenarios do happen in natural populations frequently.
So, in short, trout thrive on human catastrophes. At
this point in my research, I would expect nothing less of
my
study
organism.
In the week ahead- it’s (maybe) our last full week of
tracking! Hard to believe after six months I can see the
finish line. And, I think we are finally documenting the
movement patterns we were hoping to see when we
started this study. Vague? Yes, but I don’t want to get
too excited just yet.
Shannon White
Thetroutlook.com
https://www.thetroutlook.com/
The Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited wants to
thank Shannon for allowing us to reprint this article and
for the work she has done on the Trout population. For
more information and to see all of her blogs, please go
to the troutlook.com.

Fly of the Month

Be Safe During Hunting Season
Hunting season is upon us in Pennsylvania and we
want you to be safe. Although many people stop fishing
when the fall / winter seasons arrive, there are others
who fish year round. You can still enjoy fishing in your
favorite mountain streams if you keep a few things in
mind when heading out.
1. Know when the hunting seasons are. The main
hunting seasons are from now until the end of January 2019, and there is no hunting on Sundays with a
few exceptions. There is a spring turkey season and
limited hunting opportunities throughout the entire
year so become familiar with when the seasons are
so you are prepared.
2. Where Blaze Orange or other brightly colored piece
of clothing that sticks out. Hunters are required to
where this to identify themselves and so should you.
If you fish on Pennsylvania State Game Lands between November 15 and December 15, you are required by law to wear fluorescent orange.
3. Make noise when you are moving about. You don’t
need to scream but normal talking will let others
nearby know you are there.
4. As a general rule, hunters go out early and stay out
late. Many go back to their camps or else where for
lunch and mid day breaks so heading out late morning and early to mid afternoon may reduce your
chance of encountering hunters.
5. Probably the most important thing to remember is to
be respectful. Everyone has a right to be outside
and doing what they want to do. If you come upon a
hunter, try to be quiet so that you do not disrupt
their hunt. Alternatively, you can go fishing somewhere hunting is not allowed or fish areas closer to
towns or other places that hunters are not likely to
go.

Raymond A Keller Jr

October 18, 1960 - September 15, 2018

Hare & Copper
Hook: 10 - 16
Body: Hare dubbing
Ribbing: Copper wire
Tail: Hare mask fiber
Fly pattern taken from http://unclebillys.com.au/octfly.htm
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Website Updates
Our website, susquehannatu.com, has had some updates completed recently and this article will let you know what is
there.
Home Page: this is the page you will land on when you go to our page. This contains our blog of things of interest
and a calendar of events on the right side.
About Us: the next tab will take you to a brief introduction and will list all the Officer’s and Directors and Committee Persons. Under About Us is three tabs
• Our History gives the history of our Chapter from is founding in 1964 up through our 50th anniversary in 2014.
This was compiled by Joe Radley.
• In Memoriam recognizes our members who are no longer with us. An obituary is given for each individual.
• Order of the Tie describes the history of this award and gives all the winners of the Tie.
2018 Watershed Summit gives pdf documents of the presentations made at our annual watershed summit in January
Project Healing Waters is the next tab and an introduction to this great program is given. Although this program is
given a small budget through the National Project Healing Waters Program, our Chapter does not fund it. A donate
button is on this page so that you can make a monetary donation. You can pay by debit or credit card or mail a check
to us. Donations are also accepted for any fly tying materials or fishing gear.
Susquehanna Ripples gives a brief introduction as to Bob Rinn’s idea of starting a newsletter in 1974 and all issues
from 2012 through the present are available to view or download.
Fishing Equipment Recycling tab describes our effort to collect new, or used, fishing and outdoor related gear and
describes how we use these items for fundraising and for our programs.
Merchandise for Sale is a new tab. We will add items to this page as we complete our inventory and will change it
every so often. There is a printable order form that you can mail to us or you can order items directly from our site
using your credit or debit cards. The price of shipping the items is included in the price.
Get Involved is the next tab and we briefly give ways that you can become with our Chapter and our events. Under
this tab, are two additional tabs.
• Donate to the chapter allows you to donate to the chapter via your debit or credit card. You can also designate
you donation to a particular project or program
• Join Trout Unlimited tab describes the benefits of joining Trout Unlimited and a link will take you directly to
the Trout Unlimited website. Please remember to mark down that you want to join the Susquehanna Chapter #044.
By doing so, the Chapter receives $15 for every new adult membership.
If you haven’t done so, please check out the webpage. It is updated regularly and contains a great deal of valuable
information. All of our posts, or blogs, are also put onto our Facebook page as well. If you have any suggestions or
additions that you would like to see, let us know at susquehannatu@gmail.com or boblbaker@comcast.net

The Catch and the Hatch
If
you haven’t found this site on the internet, it is one that you should check out (https://
thecatchandthehatch.com/). The Catch the Hatch is an online fly shop based in Colorado that offers a tremendously
large selection of flies, fly boxes.
That is not the reason for telling you about this site. They offer 3 online courses: Entomology, Top Trout Flies,
and Crafting your Fly box. The courses are varying lengths and there is a fee for each course.
Next is the free guides that they offer. They are all designed for the fly angler but there is so much information
that any angler will benefit. Guides are available in a number of topics such as the Ultimate Bug Guide, 3 Steps to
Fly Selection Mastery, Become a Master Observer, Fall Bug Guide, Winter Bug Guide, Guide to Nymphing, and
many more. In fact, there is almost 3 dozen different guides to improve your fishing.
The guides are free to view or download and there are 7 different memberships available. The memberships are
for a fee and provide more in depth information for the fly angler with specific information on fishing Colorado.
Check out the site in the future and browse the guides and you too can be come a better angler and maybe learn
something that you didn’t know before.
The Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is not endorsing, or supporting, this fly shop / website in any way. We are only
providing you information that they provide to further your knowledge and to become a better angler.
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PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore
North Central Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events
October 10, 2018
Chapter Meeting - Alaska Night
October 15-16, 2018
PA Fish Commissioners meeting
November 10, 2018
A Year in the Life of the Loyalsock
with underwater photographer and
videographer Keith Williams. River
of Year Celebration Event. See Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper for information.
November 1, 2018
Mandatory Use of Life Jackets while
underway or at anchor on boats less
than 16 feet in length or on any canoe
or kayak begins through April 30,
2019
November 3, 2018
The Pennsylvania Fly Fishing Museum’s 20th Annual Fundraising Banquet and auction

November 14, 2018
Chapter Meeting
November 17 - 18, 2019
International Fly Tying Symposium in Parsippany, NJ
December 1, 2018
2019 Fishing License’s go on sale
January 9, 2019
Chapter Meeting - tentative
Annual Watershed Summit
February 13, 2019
Chapter Meeting
March 13, 2019
Chapter Meeting
March 30, 2019
Regional Opening Day of Trout
(south east PA)
April 10, 2019
Chapter Meeting
April 13, 2019
Opening Day of Trout Statewide

The Susquehanna Ripples is the official newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited. It is published 8
times a year: January, February, March,
April, June/July, September, October,
and November. Please consider submitting something of interest to our readers;
a story, stream report, recipe, photograph, gear review, etc. Submissions
received will be placed in the next available issue. All submissions can be sent
to
susquehannatu@gmail.com
or
boblbaker@comcast.net.

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd

Wednesday of each month and are open
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are
held at the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W 4th St, Williamsport, PA 17701, in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted). Parking is
at the rear of the Church and enter off of
Campbell Street.
No meetings are held in May, June,
July, August or December

