Susquehanna Ripples

Newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited #044

Loyalsock Creek Brook Trout Research
Presentation Public Meeting on April
11th
Brook trout, Pennsylvania's only native trout and a species responsible for billions of dollars in revenue here in
the northeast U.S. are facing a number of threats to their
survival. Shannon White, a Ph.D. candidate at Penn
State University, will present findings of her brook trout
research in the upper Loyalsock Creek watershed studying their populations, individual behavior and ecology.
Shawn Rummel of Trout Unlimited's Eastern Brook
Trout Program will describe brook trout movement and
tagging studies in Little Bear Creek a lower tributary.
Both researchers will discuss how the information
gained may help inform management plans to improve
the outlook for Pennsylvania's official state fish species. The public is welcomed to the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited meeting to be held on Wednesday, April 11th at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
of Covenant Central Presbyterian Church at the rear of
807 West Fourth St. in Williamsport (enter off Campbell Street). More information can be found at https://
susquehannatu.com/
and www.thetroutlook.com/.
-Walt Nicholson

Annual Fly Tying Class
Our class was held from February 6 through March
27 and was the most successful class we have had.
There were 24 students present for each class (the most
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ever) and had varying levels of knowledge with the vast
majority being beginners. The Chapter wants to thank
all the individuals who took the class and for their desire
to learn (or improve on) an exciting and fun hobby.
Many of these individuals did become members of the
Chapter as a result of these class’s.
Without the support and help of Burr Boston, Dave
Craig, Rick Kintzer, Charlie Knowlden, Bill Kosmer,
Jim Latini, Walt Nicholson, Bill O’Connor, Dave
Rothrock, and Bob Spencer, this class would not have
been possible. These individuals gave their time to
teach a great craft and their knowledge and expertise
showed with each class. It is always a joy to watch each
individual because each has a unique way of doing
something that may be different than that of another instructor.
Another great part of the class was the stories and
experiences shared. Everyone had stories to share and
many tips and tricks were given. Not only for fly tying,
but how to fish the flies that were tied, basic entomology and many other tips for being a successful fly fisher.
Finally, we have to thank Tom Finkbiner of the Slate
Run Tackle Shop for his donations of fly tying materials
for the course. With his donation, as well as the donations of Ken Beane (E Hille) and many others in the
past, we are able to continue to offer the fly tying class’s
free to everyone.
Again Thank You to the many students, instructors,
and everyone who has donated fly tying materials to our
Chapter. Without the desire to learn, to teach and share
knowledge, this class would not have been possible or
the success that it has become.

As another Trout Season nears, we wish you all good luck and please
try to introduce someone new to the great sport of fishing
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President
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HEALING WATERS
By Charles Knowlden

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. is a
unique community-based, nonprofit, volunteer organization originally started at Walter Reed Hospital for
Vice President
the purpose of providing a recreational outlet for vetDavid Craig
erans who have a disability or are in need of rehabilidavsalc@comcast.net
tation. It now has more than 140 programs in 46
states, as well as Australia and Canada. The activities
Secretary
include fly tying, fly casting, and rod building, as well
Kevin McJunkin
as
providing
opportunities
to fish for various species.
kevinmcjunkin@comcast.net
For the past three years, Susquehanna TU has coordinated with Project
Healing Waters Fly Fishing to provide a recreational outlet for veterans of our
Treasurer
armed forces who have any type of a disability. Dave Craig has been the coorBob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net
dinator of this program for our chapter. During this time, several of our members have acted as fly tying instructors for the group and we have provided
Director Emeritus and Advisor
fishing opportunities for the participants on Penn’s Creek and a few area
Bill O’Connor
ponds. We have had varying amounts of participation from veterans, so I have
offered to take over coordinating the program with Dave’s blessing. On
Board of Directors
March 23, 2018, I met with Chuck Wannop, Readjustment Counseling Therapist from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, to discuss how we can imCharles Knowlden (2018)
prove the program to attract those veterans that might benefit from the services
Steve Szoke (2018)
we have to offer. As a result of this discussion, I am making the following
Burr Boston (2019)
Joe Radley (2019)
recommendations for altering the program.
Bob Spencer (2020)
As we get referrals from the Vet Center and other local organizations, such
Bill Worobec (2020)
as the VFW and American Legion, we will interview the veterans and find out
what particular fishing interest(s) and abilities they have and what they might
Media Liaison
like to learn. Some of the veterans may be novices and some may be experiKevin McJunkin
enced. Then I would like to pair them up with volunteers from our membership who would act as mentors and teach them to tie flies, cast flies, and perProgram Director
haps build rods, if that is where their interests lie. The state organization of
Joe Radley
PHWFF plans outings on Penn’s Creek for the veterans to fish for trophy
Project Healing Waters Coordinator trout. We can also plan day trips in the area for fishing opportunities.
Charles Knowlden
PHWFF has given us a budget of $1000.00 for supplies, in addition to
(570)971-1296 or e-mail:
providing vises and tool kits for fly tying. Our chapter has provided materials
charlie.knowlden@projecthealingwaters.org
for the program. As we get referrals, I will set up meeting times and places for
the activities. If you would like to be a mentor to the veterans in any of these
Youth and Women’s Coordinator
Trout in the Classroom Coordinator activities, whether it would be for one evening to teach a special fly or an onCarey Entz-Rine
going participant for any or all of the activities, please contact me at (570)9711296 or e-mail: charlie.knowlden@projecthealingwaters.org
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Bob Baker
boblbaker@comcast.net
susquehannatu.com
susquehannatu@gmail.com

Voluntary Youth Fishing License
Please consider buying a youth (can be your child, a neighborhood child, niece
or nephew, or a stranger) a Voluntary Youth Fishing license this year. Kids
will love to have a fishing license to display and makes them feel like an adult.
For every Youth License sold, the PFBC with receive $5 back and this money
will go toward youth mentored fishing events, family fishing programs, and
other events/programs geared at youth and families and introducing them to
fishing.

The brook trout at the top of page 1 was caught on Boulder Mountain in Southern Utah. The picture was taken by
Jason Morrison and was featured in the 2014 Trout Unlimited Calendar for the month of April. The picture is used with
his permission and we thank Jason for allowing us to use it.
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Senate Bill 935 Needs Your Action
The Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission (PFBC) is
an independent agency supported by license and registration fees for anglers and boaters. Raising these fees
requires action by the General Assembly, which has not
approved an increase in 12 years. As a result, the PFBC
has had to cut staff and defer maintenance. Last year, the
commission cleared the way for more severe cuts. Efforts to fix this problem have languished, and instead,
Harrisburg is trying to interfere with the Commission’s
independence by imposing a term limit on the executive
director.
This would force the current Executive Director,
John Arway (who has served in this capacity for 8
years), to leave his position immediately and force the
PFBC Commissioners to elect a new Executive Director
immediately.
Senate Bill 935 amends Title 30 (Fish and Boat
Code) to limit the term of service for the Executive Director of the Fish and Boat Commission to no more than
eight years. This Bill was voted on the by the House
Game & Fisheries Committee on March 12, 2018 and
passed with 15 yes votes, 9 no votes and 3 Representatives did not vote. The bill was moved to the full House
of Representatives for action but was tabled.
The House will reconvene on April 9 and we do not
know when this bill will be taken off the table and voted
on. We are asking you to contact your Representatives
and tell them why interfering in the operation of this
independent commission (PFBC) is a bad idea. Some
points to remember are:
(1) It upends the tried-and-true process by which Commissioners decide when it is time for fresh leadership.
(2) It distracts from the main issue at hand, which is the
need to put the PFBC on sound financial footing so
it can do the critical work of protecting and enhancing our fisheries.
(3) It has been 12 years since the Commission was able
to raise its fees.
(4) Rising costs have forced the PFBC to defer routine
maintenance, cut staff, and consider reducing services
(5) The PFBC is an independent agency funded largely
by fees from anglers and boaters
(6) Current State regulations allow the Commissioners
of the PFBC to decide who leads it.
(7) Urge your representative to work with their colleagues to move the PFBC closer to a stable balance
sheet and back to the job of protecting our streams
and fisheries.
(8) Sportsmen are willing to pay a little more in fees
because we know first hand how much the agency
does to protect and enhance the State’s economically valuable fisheries.
This is a difficult time for the Pennsylvania Fish
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and Boat Commission. There is only so much money
available and the Commissioners for the PFBC voted to
have 2 million dollars in proposed cuts if fees were not
increased. In an effort to meet this $ figure, Executive
Director Arway stated that some hatcheries would be
closed and that trout stocking would be reduced or eliminated in certain parts of the state. There are other cuts
that will be made but the closing of hatcheries and eliminating / reducing trout stocking have gotten the most
attention and the reason behind Senate Bill 935.
Please consider contacting the Representatives and
urge them to oppose SB 935. If you have already contacted them, thank you. You can go to http://
www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/
findyourlegislator/ to find your Legislator and their contact information and remember time is of the essence in
this matter.
Much of the information in the above article was taken from
an email from PATU President Charlie Charlesworth and sent
to PATU members.

Fly of the Month

Wyatt’s Deer Hair Emerger (Variation)
Hook: K4A/Sprite grub size 12-14
Thread: Primrose Danville's Flymaster 6/0
Rib: Tying thread
Body: Fine dubbing in olive shades
Wing: CdC
Thorax: Hare's fur dubbing
http://www.partridge-of-redditch.co.uk/blog/april-fly-month

Welcome New Member
Kelly Cooper
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Skin Mount Taxidermy to Preserve Your
Trophy
Many times an angler will catch that fish of a life
time or a child will catch their first fish. Whatever the
case may be, there are times that they will want to have
their fish mounted. On page 5, there is an article about
fish replicas. This is one way to preserve your fish. This
article will look at skin mount taxidermy which is the
traditional way to get your fish mounted. It is important
to note that if you choose this method, do not gut your
fish and note that you will not be able to eat it. The entire fish must go to the taxidermist.
Some points and tips for you if you choose to skin
mount your fish:
 Avoid placing the fish on a stringer. The stringer
causes damage that the taxidermist has to repair
 Keep the fish a live as long as possible
 Keep your fish cool and never put it directly on ice
as this can damage the skin
 Wrap the fish in a wet towel and place it in an airtight bag.
 When wrapping the fish, make sure it is flat. You
can use a board the same size as the fish to make
sure all fins are laying flat against the body.
 Do not use newspapers to wrap your fish. This
draws moisture from the fish causing tissue to deteriorate
 Once the fish is wrapped and sealed in an airtight
bag, it can be refrigerated (if it will be taken to taxidermist within a day). If it will be longer than a
day, you should freeze it.
These are just guidelines to help you. If you think
you would like to have a skin mount of a fish, please
contact your taxidermist to see what they require so that
you can preserve your fish and make it easier for the
taxidermist to work with.

PA Women's Leadership Retreat
Several women from across the state who are part of
the newly formed PATU Diversity Committee are working hard to gain new committee members from across
the state to help build upon regional/local events, create
events/programs and help grow/enhance your local partnerships/connections/networking opportunities!
To
“KICK-OFF” this initiative the current committee is
planning PA’s FIRST statewide Women’s Initiative
Leadership Retreat!!
The purpose of this retreat is to provide an opportunity for women from TU chapters and other organizations
from across PA to encourage/share networking opportunities, share successfully implemented programs of all
types (e.g. fishing/conservation programs/events/
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projects), discuss barriers to get programs off the ground
and share resources to overcome those barriers and/or to
Enhance/grow current programs.
The retreat will also include a bit of fun peppered
throughout the three days with door prizes, the SLAM
Film Fest, unique connections through art, fishing right
out the back door, fire pit networking, fly tying and
much more.
WHEN – April 20th, 21st and 22nd., 2018 (NOTE –
The third day is for those who want to stay and fish a
little!)
WHERE - GodSpeed Hostel, 7897 South Eagle Valley Road, Port Matilda, PA 16870 (Check it out --http://
www.godspeedhostel.com/)
FOOD - PROVIDED!
OVERNIGHT ACCOMODATIONS - Accommodations are available at NO COST! The entire retreat is
centered around networking and community. This location encourages networking by way of the accommodations as well!
BUNKHOUSES - We have 3 bunkhouses available. The bunkbeds are custom made and fit a FULL
SIZE mattress. We have 24 bunkbeds available.
CABANAS - There are also 12 Cabanas that can
sleep 2 per Cabana (1 queen size bed and a futon).
NOTE – Restrooms and showers are private; however, they are NOT connected to the bunk rooms or cabanas.
INSTERESTED IN REGISTERING? Email Amidea
Daniel
to
receive
your
“registration
email” (PATU’s Diversity Co-Chair and PA Fish and
Boat’s Youth and Women’s Program Coordinator) at
adaniel@pa.gov
REGISTRATION CLOSES AT 4 PM, APRIL
13th! REGISTER SOON, because space is limited!

Tip from Bill Dance
“Have you ever experienced line
twists from applying new line to
your reels? Well, here’s a little
tip to help you.
Hold you newly filled spool
under hot tap water for a couple
of minutes. This process changes
“service spool” line memory to a
“reel spool” line memory thus
allowing for longer smoother
casts.”
Taken from Bill Dance Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/billdance/posts/1570346426370933
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Muncy Boat Launch Update
A meeting was held in Muncy on February 1, 2018 to
discuss re opening the Muncy Boat Launch. Representatives of the PFBC were there as was Representative
Garth Everett.
As a result, on February 14, 2018, the PFBC and
Representative Everette announced that the Muncy access will be partially opened for public use.
It is important to note that the launch ramp will remain closed and the launching of boats, canoes, kayaks,
etc. is not permitted.
The decision to open the access area is due to the fact
that many people use the area other than for boating:
bird and wildlife watching, painting, walking, etc.
Concrete barriers have been moved to the boat ramp
to prevent access.
Representative Everett states “While I appreciate the
Commission coming to Muncy to meet with the public
and its decision to allow access to the launch area for
non-boating purposes, it is my intent to continue to work
towards a solution that allows for the reopening of the
current location until funding can be identified to relocate the launch.”
PFBC Executive Director John Arway said that they
plan to build a new access within that area but funding is
needed and they have to identify an appropriate location.
“We need either the General Assembly to approve a
license fee increase or the governor to release the
$750,000 allocated for the project in the capital budget,”
Arway stated.

Some guidelines to remember for fish replica’s.







The length of the fish is extremely important. The
measurement is taken with the fish lying flat and
measure from the tip of the nose to the tip of the tail
(spread in a natural position). Keep the mouth
closed when measuring.
Measure the girth of the fish with a cloth tape measure and make sure it is around the widest point of
the fish
Weigh the fish if you desire and can be done on
small tackle box scale.
Take a picture of the fish as viewed from the side
and fill the frame of the camera
Make sure to capture any unique markings and coloration of your fish.

If you have any questions, please contact your favorite
taxidermist for help and any specifics they may require.
Remember to have your camera, measuring tape, and
pen and pencil ready so that you can release the fish
quickly after getting the information that you need.

As information develops, we will post it in our newsletter.
The above information was taken off of Representative Garth
Everett’s Facebook page

Fish Replica’s to preserve your Trophy
Getting a replica of your fish is an option available to
you. Many anglers have chosen skin mounts to be done.
This is when the skin of the fish is used and a mount is
made.
Replicas, or reproductions, of fish is gaining popularity over the last few years. This is in part due to the
catch and release movement and others due to the fact
that they like to eat the fish they catch. Skin on taxidermy does not allow you to eat the fish thereby wasting a
good meal. Additionally, techniques available to taxidermists, replicas are indistinguishable from skin
mounts.
To be able to get an accurate replica made, you need
to take measurements and pictures in the field. Keep the
fish in the water while doing this and it always helps if
you have a fishing buddy with you to help. The more
information you have, the better it will be for the taxidermist to recreate your fish.
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The above cover is from the April 1952 issue of Field and
Stream. It is good to know that the first day of Trout Season has not changed in 66 years. Have a great day from
all of us at the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited.
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Recipe of the Month





Hearty Logging Camp Soup
Although not a fish recipe, we thought this would be a
good recipe to share for the upcoming Trout season.
This soup can be prepared at home and taken to the
stream and heated up over a camp stove. This will be a
great lunch on the opening day as it is usually chilly,
raining, or snowing.
Ingredients:
1 1/2 lb. hamburger
1/2 diced onion
2 cans kidney beans
2 cans hominy
2 cans diced (Italian style) tomatoes
1 can tomato sauce
1 can water, as needed

Directions:
1. Brown the hamburger and onion in soup pot. Add
rest of ingredients. You can make it as soupy as you
want. Bring to a boil then turn down and simmer
from 1/2 to several hours.
2. Serve with crusty French bread
Taken from Just a Pinch Recipes
https://www.justapinch.com/recipes/soup/beef-soup/heartylogging-camp-soup.html

Fishing Etiquette to Remember
As we are preparing for the start of another fishing
season, it is important to remember basic rules (or etiquette). Anglers are the ambassadors for the waterways
and outdoors and it is our responsibility to set the example to others who use the outdoors.
For many, fishing is a year round sport and these
rules apply as well.

 Know and understand all fishing rules and regula

-tions. Get a copy of the PFBC Summary Book and
read it prior to fishing and get a pocket guide to
keep with your. You can get it at http://
www.fishandboat.com/Regulations/Documents/
bookfish-pocketguide.pdf
 Don’t trespass. Always ask permission.
 Do not litter. If you take it in, take it out and throw
it away properly. Carry a grocery back with you to
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dispose of your trash. If you find someone else’s
trash, pick it up.
Practice leave no trace
Don’t crowd another angler and don’t fish the same
area they are
Practice catch and release and take pictures. Keep
the stocked trout and release the natives.
Don’t fish if the water is over 70 degrees. Although
this will not apply for another 2 - 3 months, be
aware of this. Take the 70 degree challenge. If you
must, fish in the morning when the water temperatures are lower.
Give plenty of room to your fellow Anglers. The
first person on a section of water should be allowed
to fish it.
Wade only when needed. The aquatic life you are
walking through is very fragile.
There has been an explosion in the use of kayaks,
canoes, tubes, etc. Although we will mainly see
these later in the year, we still may encounter them
now. It is the responsibility of the boater to recognize that the angler has established a position before
the they floated into view. The boater should try to
pass behind the angler. If space doesn’t permit this,
the boater should float by quietly and with minimum disturbance
Have fun

Trout Season Overview
Mentored Youth - Statewide
 April 7, 2018
 Hours are 8 am to 7:30 pm
 All anglers are required to have a fishing license.
15 years old and younger need a Mentored Youth
Fishing Permit or a Voluntary Fishing License
 Adults can fish but are not allowed to harvest them
 Youth may harvest up to 2 trout with a minimum
size of 7 inches
Trout Season - Statewide
 Licenses are required
 Anglers 16 years and older must have a Trout/
Salmon Permit
 April 14, 2018
 Starts at 8 am
 Minimum size to keep is 7 inches
 Allowed to keep 5 (combined species) from opening
day through Labor Day
 Be aware that Special Regulations areas the rules
may be different. Please see your rule book for details
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Good Samaritan Law for Abandoned Mines
Approximately 110,000 miles of streams – enough to circle the Earth four times – are listed as impaired for heavy
metals or acidity and abandoned mines are a major source of these impairments. Of these impaired stream miles, 20%
are within subwatersheds that contain native trout and salmon while 52% are in subwatersheds that are important
drinking water sources. Billions have been spent cleaning up these leaking abandoned mines, but there is much more
work to do. Abandoned mines are a big problem, but with a little help from Congress they are a problem we can tackle by passing Good Samaritan legislation.
There are over 500,000 abandoned mine sites in the American West where there is no responsible party to take on
the cleanup. These sites continue to languish or fall to the state and federal government to maintain. Private entities
who have no legal responsibility or connection to the project - true Good Samaritans - are interested in tackling some
of these issues, but are deterred from doing so due to the incredible liability risks under the Clean Water Act and
CERCLA.
Good Samaritan projects need an appropriate mechanism that requires the project to produce significant improvements in water quality, implement best-design and management practices, and conduct appropriate monitoring, but
that does not expose the Good Samaritan to liability if the project at some point fails to achieve a required criterion
for a given pollutant.
By passing Good Samaritan legislation, Congress can provide such protections for organizations like Trout Unlimited while also holding good Samaritans accountable to terms of their permits. Moreover, passing Good Samaritan
legislation will allow numerous clean-up projects to move forward, helping to foster a restoration economy and creating jobs in local communities.
Trout Unlimited is actively involved in abandoned mine cleanup efforts in Colorado, Montana, Washington
and other places in the West. In Pennsylvania, where state policies provide for reasonable liability protections, TU
and watershed groups are actively involved in dozens of clean up projects on abandoned coal mine sites. A federal
Good Samaritan policy is needed to allow for those efforts to expand.
Please contact your US Senator and US Representative and urge them to pass a Good Samaritan Law to allow
Trout Unlimited and other groups to clean up abandoned mine sites. Find your Federally Elected Officials at:
Senators: https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact
Representatives: https://www.house.gov/representatives
Information in the above article taken from http://standup.tu.org/good-samaritan-legislation/

Loyalsock Creek River of the Year
Celebration and Events
4/22/18 - Science on the 'Sock (Consolidated Sportsmen's Club, Plunketts Creek Township) OPEN TO
PUBLIC; Family and Youth Hands-on Science Exploration; Exhibits from 1PM to 4PM. No registration required. FREE
5/19/18 - Blog Walk and Talk (with Harvey Katz)
REGISTRATION OPENING SOON
6/11/18 - Premier Showing: Our Town Sullivan County
including River of the Year) TV Channel WVIA Scranton
more
details
when
available
6/22/18 - River of the Year Celebration at Pier 87 on
Route 87. REGISTRATION OPENING SOON

Healthy River (Hiawatha) REGISTRATION OPENING
SOON
7/21/18 - Coal in the Headwaters Program and Tour
(Sullivan
County
Conservation
District)
OPEN TO PUBLIC
8/25/18 - "Music and Arts in the Mountains and Fishing
Field Day" at Worlds End State Park; OPEN TO PUBLIC (The Chapter will be participating in this)
This in only a partial list of the events scheduled. For a
complete list and for more information / registration
information, please contact Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Association at:
www.middlesusquehannariverkeeper.org/
midsusriver@gmail.com
Phone 570-768-6300

6/23/18 - "River of the Year Paddle and Sunrise Sunset
Susquehanna Event" (Lower Loyalsock Creek and Susquehanna River) REGISTRATION OPENING SOON
7/10/18 - Floating Classroom: Healthy Tributaries,
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore
Central Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events
November 1, 2017 through April
30, 2018 Mandatory Life Jacket
Requirement
March 31, 2018
Regional Opening Day Trout
Southeastern Counties
April 7, 2018
Mentored Youth Trout Fishing
Statewide
April 11, 2018
Chapter Meeting
Loyalsock Creek Brook Trout Research Presentation
April 14, 2018
Statewide Opening Day of Trout
May 5, 2018
Opening day of Walleye

May 19-25, 2018
National Safe Boating Week

The Susquehanna Ripples is the official newsletter of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited. It is published 8
June 16, 2018
times a year: January, February, March,
Opening Day of Bass
April, June/July, September, October,
and November. Please consider submitAugust 25, 2018
ting something of interest to our readers;
"Music and Arts in the Mountains a story, stream report, recipe, photoand Fishing Field Day" at
graph, gear review, etc. Submissions
Worlds End State Park
received will be placed in the next available issue. All submissions can be sent
to
susquehannatu@gmail.com
or
boblbaker@comcast.net.

Chapter meetings held on the 2nd

Wednesday of each month and are open
to the public and begin at 7:00 pm
(unless otherwise noted). Meetings are
held at the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W 4th St, Williamsport, PA 17701, in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted). Parking is
at the rear of the Church and enter off of
Campbell Street.
No meetings are held in May, June,
July, August or December

