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Fish Commission Conservation
Officers to Speak at Public TU Meeting
PA Fish and Boat Commission northcentral Pa region conservation officers Emmett Kyler and Chad Lauer will be the guest speakers at the Susquehanna Chapter
of Trout Unlimited’s next public meeting. The commission officials will present an update of fishing and boating programs and developments for the coming year.
The public is encouraged to share their thoughts, concerns and ideas concerning the commission and its regulations and policies with the local officers. The meeting
will be at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 21 at
the Covenant Central Presbyterian Church Fellowship
Hall, at the rear of 807 West Fourth St. in Williamsport
(enter off of Campbell St.)
NOTE CHANGE IN DATE

Donations Received
John T.W. Ober (In memory of Albert Eschenbach)
$200.00
Joseph H. Lock /Karen Schatten-Lock
$300.00

The Chapter would like to thank the above individuals
for their generous donations

Loyalsock Creek Named 2018 River of
the Year
DCNR and the Pennsylvania Organization for Waterways and Rivers (POWR) announced in December that
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Loyalsock Creek won the River of the Year for 2018.
A total of 15,061 votes were cast, with the Loyalsock
receiving 6,100; Connoquenessing Creek; 5,381; Lackawanna River, 1,676; Lower Susquehanna/Susquehanna
Riverland's, 1,113; and Little Juniata, 791.
“This annual honor highlights our state’s wealth
of rivers and streams, and recognizes the core of dedicated folks who fight to protect them,” Dunn noted. “Public
awareness of the Loyalsock’s value will be increased
and initiatives along the waterway river will be underscored. Both serve economic revitalization by enhancing
access to the stream; increasing tourism; and providing
additional land and water-based recreational opportunities for area residents and visitors alike.”
DCNR and POWR will work with the Middle Susquehanna RIVERKEEPER® Association Inc. to create a
free, commemorative poster celebrating the Loyalsock
Creek as the 2018 PA River of the Year. As applicant
for the honor, Middle Susquehanna RIVERKEEPER,
will receive a $10,000 Leadership Grant to help fund
year-long River of the Year activities.
Noting the Loyalsock boasts a quality trout fishery
and is home to the rare Eastern hellbender, there will be
events and programs to showcase its attributes to the
public throughout the year. Information will be posted
at www.MiddleSusquehannaRiverkeeper.org, as well as
Facebook pages for Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper,
Loyalsock Creek Watershed Association, our Chapter
website and newsletter, and other supporting organizations and agencies throughout the region.
The above was taken from press release from DCNR

Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Recipe of the Month

butter to the skillet, stirring until butter is melted and
sauce begins to boil and starts to thicken. Pour sauce
over top of trout and beans. Sprinkle with additional salt
and pepper before serving.
http://www.foodnetwork.ca/shows/great-canadian-cookbook/blog/
okanagan-green-beans-a-one-skillet-recipe-youll-love-37942/

Chapter Communications
One Skillet Trout with Green Beans and
Almonds
Ingredients
• 1 lb. (450 g) rainbow trout fillets
• Salt and pepper, to taste
• 3 tbsp. (45 mL) butter, divided
• ¾ lb. (340 g) green beans, ends trimmed
• ½ cup (125 mL) sliced almonds (or whole almonds,
roughly chopped)
• Juice of half a lemon
• ½ cup (125 mL) chicken broth or white wine
Directions
1. Sprinkle trout generously with salt and pepper. Heat 2
tbsp. (30 mL) butter in large skillet over medium-high
heat.
2. When butter is hot, but before it begins to brown, add
trout, skin side down, to skillet. Cook for 2 to 3 minutes,
or until skin starts to crisp; flip trout and continue cooking a few minutes more, or until the trout is almost
cooked through. Transfer to large plate or platter and
keep
warm.
3. Add green beans to hot skillet and cook, tossing, until
tender-crisp. Top trout with beans; keep warm.
4. Add almonds to skillet and cook for 1 minute, or until
they start to brown. Scatter almonds over beans and
trout.
5. Add the lemon juice, broth (or wine) and remaining
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Communication with our members and others interested in our Chapter is done via email, posting on our
website, Chapter meetings and events, and by subscription.
• With this issue, the Chapter has 249 members - this
includes 5 teen members
• 173 members have provided an email address and
are emailed the newsletter and chapter communications. Email address’s are kept confidential and not
shared with anyone.
• 23 of the 173 members have bad email addresses
and the mail is returned as undeliverable
• 70 members do not have or have not provided an
email address (93 members are not able to be communicated with
• 1 member has a subscription and all communications are mailed
• 21 non members / groups are on mailing list and
receive newsletter via email
• 1 member requested to be removed from our mailing list and does not want to receive anything from
the Chapter.
We want to be able to communicate with our members
and if there is a way that you wish us to do this, let us
know. Whether it is by fax, messenger, or some other
means, we want to keep everyone up to date with the
happenings of the Chapter and with any important issues
in our area.

Board of Directors
Charles Knowlden (2018)
Steve Szoke (2018)
Burr Boston (2019)
Joe Radley (2019)
Bob Spencer (2020)
Bill Worobec (2020)
Media Liaison: Kevin McJunkin
Program Director: Joe Radley
Youth and Women’s Coordinator:
Carey Entz-Rine

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Bob Baker

susquehannatu.com
susquehannatu@gmail.com

The brook trout on page 1 was
caught on Boulder Mountain in
Southern Utah. The picture
was taken by Jason Morrison
and is used with his permission
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Treasurers Report for
October 1, 2017 through
January 31, 2018

Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer
Checking Beginning Balance:
$5,045.44
Income:
Donation
$ 300.00
In Memory of donation $ 200.00
Sale of Merchandise
$ 20.00

Total Income:

$ 520.00

Expenses:
Covenant Central Presbyterian
Church (Donation)
$ 150.00
Total Expenses:

$ 150.00

Checking Account Balance
$5,415.44

Savings Account Beginning:
$8,185.85
Interest for October
Interest for November
Interest for December
Interest for January

$0.31
$0.37
$0.34
$0.31

Total Income

$1.33

Savings Account Balance
$8,187.18
Money in the bank
Checking Account:
Savings Account:

$5,415.44
$8,187.18
$13,602.62

Coldwater Heritage
Partnership Grant
Treasurers Report for October
1, 2017 through December 31,
2017, 2017
Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer

Beginning Balance

$4,250.00

Trout Unlimited (final payment on
grant )
$-4,250.00
Account balance
$00.00
Account is closed
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James V. Brown Library:
a Resource for Anglers

sider visiting the library and taking
out some of the fishing classics that
are there.

The James V. Brown Library, located at 19 E. 4th Street, Williamsport,
is a great place to go for any angler.
Of special interest is Angler’s Alcove, located in the main rotunda of
the library.
Anglers Alcove is a cooperative
project between the library and our
Chapter. This is the area that you
will find a very large collection of
fishing related books, videos, and
magazines. Whatever your interest,
fly tying, bass fishing, lures, or
trout, you will find it here.
The Chapter has donated many
books to the library and has provided subscriptions to many of the
magazines currently available.
It is important to note that if
there is no interest in a book after a
period of time, the library takes that
book off the shelf and sells the book
at one of its sales. This is difficult
for us to see happen because many
classic books have been sold because there has been no interest in
them.
Over the next few months, and
even throughout the fishing season,
go in and look through the books
and magazines available. If the library staff sees people visiting and
using Anglers Alcove, many of the
books may not be taken off the
shelf. Additionally a library card is
free and checking out a book or two
will keep that book in circulation
for a longer period of time.
Another important benefit of the
library is that they have a fishing
tackle loaner program. The library
is in partnership with the PA Fish
and Boat Commission and the
American Sportfishing Association
and have made available several
spinning rods and reels, a tackle box
filled with hooks, bobbers, and
weights.
Anyone just needs a library card
to check our the fishing gear just as
you would a book.
Anglers Alcove is a great resource, as is the Library, for information and enjoyment. Please con-

Items Wanted for
Newsletter

We are looking for help in finding articles, pictures, and other interesting things for the newsletter.
We want to keep the newsletter interesting and keep members / readers informed and up to date. Therefore we are looking for:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Stories about your fishing experiences
Trip Reports
Gear Reviews
Flies you like or have tied.
Many members have modified
flies to meet their needs and
have been successful catching
fish. Please share by taking a
picture of the fly and giving us
the recipe
Tips and tricks to help the angler
Your favorite recipes
Anything that may be of interest
to our readers

Don’t worry if you are not a
writer or photographer. Submit
your items and we can edit it if necessary. Many people may not want
to submit items because they want
to remain anonymous and that is
OK. I can keep the item anonymous in the newsletter but for records, I will need your name when
you submit an item.
Please
consider
submitting
something. Members have submitted articles / stories in the past and
they have been well received and
liked by all that have read them.
Thank you to everyone who has
submitted something in the past and
we thank you now for your submissions in the future.
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Rivers Conservation & Fly
Fishing Youth Camp Registration is open
The Cumberland Valley Chapter of
Trout Unlimited is hold the 23rd
annual Rivers Conservation and Fly
Fishing Youth Camp June 17-22,
2018 at the Messiah College, in
Grantham PA. Camp is limited to
boys and girls between 14 and 17
years old. If you would like to have
fun, work hard, and engage in a
unique experience, submit your application. Up to 32 students will be
accepted to attend.
While at camp, students will engage in a variety of activities including fly fishing, instruction both
in the classroom and outdoors, fly
tying, and building a habitat structure. They will develop an understanding of what conservation is
about while enjoying nature and fly
fishing. Our goal is to instill within
the next generation a love for the
outdoors while giving them the
skills to protect our natural resources.
If you know of a youth that is
interested in going to this great
camp,
you
can
go
to
www.riverscamp.com and download an application and find out
more information. If you do apply,

please let the us know as we can
sponsor a student and pay for their
tuition for the camp.

Discussion of River of the
Year Designation on
WKOK radio
On January 19, 2018, Mark Lawrence and Ben Reichley discussed
Loyalsock Creek ‘River of the
Year’ designation, and the many
man made issues facing the creek;
the endangered Eastern Hellbender,
and other Loyalsock Creek specific
topics. Guests: Carol Parenzan,
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper,
Mel Zimmerman, Biologist, Lycoming College emeritus professor,
Director, Lycoming College Clean
Water Institute, Loyalsock Creek
Watershed Association, on the science, threats, volunteers, and all the
research taking place on the creek.
Walt Nicholson, President, Susquehanna Chapter Trout Unlimited,
talked about the issues facing the
creek.
If you missed it or want to listen
to it, there is a link on our webpage.

ISSUU

For those of you who use your
cell phone, iPad, or computer to get
your news and read magazines, ISSUU is a place you want to visit.
Downloading and installing the
ISSUU app gives you access to 30
million documents (according to
their website) that includes magazines, newspapers, catalogs, etc.
I have downloaded the app and
searched it and find many great
magazines to read. The downside is
that the magazines I have searched
for, fishing and outdoor related, are
older by several months or a year or
so. I have not found any current
publications in the area of my interest but the magazines are still great
to read.
Some magazines that are found
are Tennessee Fishing, Southern
Saltwater Fly Fishing Magazine,
Southern Kayak Fishing, Kayak
Bass Fishing, DIY Fishing, Fly
Fishing in the Catskills, Carp Fishing, Total Flyfisher and Tenkara
Angler. This is only a partial list of
the many different magazines and
catalogs that you will find by doing
a search for fishing.
This is a totally free site and
can help pass the time and beat cabin fever for those of you who are
waiting for the weather to improve.

This stunning map of the nation’s watershed shows how connected everything really is. Artist Robert Szucs is a
Geographical Information System
(GIS) specialist who wanted to show
how exciting and beautiful data and
maps can be.
Image and information taken from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Headquarters, Face Book page
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Susquehanna Chapter
Trout Unlimited (SCTU)
Annual Watershed
Summit
January 10, 2018
Covenant Central Presbyterian
Church
807 W. 4th St., Williamsport, PA

Summary Notes
Attendees: About 65 in attendance.
See attendance sign-in sheet.
SCTU President Walt Nicholson
convened the meeting at 7:00 PM.
Walt said that the mission of the
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to preserve and protect
coldwater resources. SCTU recently completed a Coldwater Heritage
Plan for the Rock Run watershed, a
tributary of Lycoming Creek. This
Plan identified a number of potential activities and projects to maintain and improve the water quality
of Rock Run.
Walt stated that the purpose of
the meeting was to learn about the
volunteer efforts and accomplishments of our area’s watershed
groups, conservation organizations
and agencies during 2017 and their
upcoming plans to help preserve,
protect and enhance our area
streams and watersheds. Tonight’s
focus is on the Loyalsock Creek –
just announced by DCNR as the
River of the Year.
Each group was given 5-8
minutes for a presentation. Following are highlights of the presentations. The complete presentations
may be found on the SCTU website
at https://susquehannatu.com
Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper
Association (MSRA)
Walt introduced Carol Parenzan,
Riverkeeper for the Middle Susquehanna Riverkeeper Assoc., Inc, who
shepherded the Loyalsock initiative.
Carol stated that the MSRA will
manage a $10,000 grant to help
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fund year-long River of the Year
activities.
MSRA has a new office in Sunbury at the “Gateway to the headwaters of the Susquehanna.” They
are developing their Board and are
self funded. MSRA conducts various educational and environmental
awareness programs, and has a
Bridge Over Troubled Waters program to connect incarcerated people
with the river. One of the inmates
said “A healthy river is like freedom
– easy to lose and hard to get back.”
Carol has been appointed to the
DEP Environmental Justice Advisory Board and will represent our rural region. She wants to expand art
and economic development programs. Volunteers are needed.
2017 programs included Sunrise
Sunset Susquehanna paddle and
play and Dumplings at Dusk outings, youth environmental education
and Citizen Scientist programs,
Conservation Canine sewage sniffer
training, and Poop to Power project.
Loyalsock Creek Watershed
Association
Carol Cafer summarized activities undertaken or supported by the
Association:
•

•
•

•

•

Dr. John Niles of Susquehanna
University and students conducted 16 more unassessed waters surveys, finding trout in 5
more streams near Worlds End.
Brook trout research on trout
behavior by Shannon White of
Penn State.
Jerry Zeidler 12th Memorial
Cane Pole Derby at Rose Valley
Lake – very successful event
with family fishing, environmental education from the Lycoming Clean Water Institute
(CWI), and great prizes
Kayak/fishing/ecology field day
on the Loyalsock with students
from Schick Elementary School
Kids on the Creek program with
assistance from CWI and
SCTU.
Little Bear stream bank stabilization, on public land, with the

•
•
•
•

•

Loyalsock Mens Club
Worlds
End
State
Park
(Sullivan County) stream bank
stabilization
Elk Creek log vane repair and
mud sill construction project
(see SCCD presentation).
DCNR clean up of Sandy Bottom and Mill Creek
Studies by Dr. John Niles of
Susquehanna University of rejuvenation of stream trout populations on Dry Run (Hoagland
tributary) following the 1000
year frequency October, 2016
flood.
Flow monitoring by Lycoming
College CWI near water withdrawal sites.
Lycoming College Clean Water
Institute (CWI)

Dr Mel Zimmerman said that he
is “semi-retired” and that Bob
Smith is his teaching replacement.
He stated that CWI coordinates with
The Susquehanna River Heartland
Coalition for Environmental Studies, which includes a number of local colleges and environmental organizations. Staff also includes Dr.
Peter Petokas and Emily Bohlin.
Mel summarized 2017/2018 CWI
initiatives:
•

•

•

•

Collected flow data to corroborate stream flow near a water
withdrawal on the Loyalsock,
and also monitoring along Mill
Creek, Elk Creek, Wolf Run,
Muncy Creek, and Wallis Run;
deployed data loggers on Loyalsock Creek.
Continued to provide Environmental Programs with the Williamsport Municipal Water Authority Waterdale Environmental Education Center.
Continued to participate in the
Unassessed Streams Initiative.
CWI has performed about 10%
of the 7,500 assessments, which
can lead to Special Protection
water quality status for streams.
Participated in Loyalsock River
Conservation Plan meetings.
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•

•

•

•

MS4
(Municipal
Separate
Storm Water System) - Interns
have assisted the Lycoming
County MS4 municipalities
with monitoring of 250 storm
water outfalls.
Hellbender Research - Dr. Peter
Petokas is continuing his Hellbender research. No Hellbenders were found on the Loyalsock last year. Senator Yaw
introduced a bill to make the
Hellbender the PA State Amphibian.
Dr Petokas also designed the
new “Petokas Preserve” wetlands at Camp Victory near
Millville.
Performed macroinvertebrate
investigations of several urban
streams, including Miller’s Run.

flows from 100 gpm to 600
gpm. Funds were provided by
Southwest Energy.
Lycoming County Conservation
District
Walt introduced Carey EntzRine, Watershed Specialist, as a
very valuable environmental education resource.
•
•

•

Sullivan County Conservation
District

•

Corey Richmond, Watershed
Specialist, noted that Sullivan
County is the headwaters for Loyalsock and Muncy Creeks in Lycoming County. He summarized
some of the events and activities:

•

•

•
•

•

•

Continued the Dirt and Gravel
Program, which benefits local
watersheds by reducing erosion
and sedimentation.
Replaced six culverts to enhance aquatic organism passage.
Nine of 12 multi-log vane structures on Elk Creek were lost in
the Oct 21, 2016 flash flood,
although the 430’ long mud sill
performed flawlessly.
The
structures were repaired by reinstalling log vanes further back
into the bank.
The Conservation District partnered with Chief Oil & Gas
(and other organizations) on the
Elk Creek project, which not
only provided funding but also
volunteers. Corey suggests that
other organizations consider
public/private partnerships.
Revamped a limestone bed acid
mine drainage system, which
resulted in an increase of treated
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•
•

Continued the Dirt and Gravel
Road Program
Assisted Lycoming Creek Anglers with a habitat restoration
project to rebuild their trout
nursery.
1800 feet of stream bank stabilization projects for five homes in
danger of being damaged by
floods.
Trout in the Classroom educational initiatives with three
school districts.
Assisted with removal of post
flood debris in areas not covered by PEMA/FEMA.
Landon Farm project improved
storm water runoff quality.
Continued to provide environmental education programs at
the WMWA Waterdale Environmental Education Center.
Loyalsock District State Forest

Nathan Fice, Assistant District
Forester, showed photos and maps
of the extensive damage from the
flash flood on Oct 21, 2016. Loyalsock State Forest was in the epicenter of the event with the area
receiving 8”-9” of rain in a 4-6 hour
period. There was severe damage
on State and Forest roads along
Pleasant Stream and Mill Creek
flowing into Hillsgrove, much
greater than from Tropical Storm
Lee in 2011. Repairs had just been
completed from the 2011 event and
now municipalities and the State
face tough decisions about whether
to repair or relocate bridges and
roads.
Some of the 53 miles of roads
that were affected are still closed,
including 8 miles of Pleasant

Stream road. They are investigating
a bypass of Pleasant Stream road to
follow an old railroad grade, which
would move the road away from the
stream to prevent damage in the
future. Repairs to five box culverts
on Mill Creek Road have been undertaken and part of the road will be
closed permanently. The slide area
on Pleasant Stream will be stabilized. The Big Hollow Road bridge
will be extended 60’ to cross the
new stream channel.
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat
Commission (PAFBC)
Walt introduced John Arway,
Executive Director, and Eric Hussar, Fish Commissioner.
Andy
Shields, Director of the Bureau of
Fisheries for 32 years, gave the
presentation.
He discussed the
Limestone Run project in Northumberland and Montour Counties,
which was undertaken with many
partners, including DEP (Jason Fellon), the Northcentral PA Conservancy (Renee Carey), Montour and
Northumberland Counties, and Susquehanna University. The project
included riparian buffers, stream
bank fencing, stream crossings, and
in-stream habitat improvements.
Native brook trout were relocated
from nearby streams into Limestone
Run for the first time by the
PAFBC. Over 10% were recaptured in 2017 showing good survival and growth rates. A similar project on Turtle Creek in union County is also underway.
The PAFBC is focusing on Class
A potential inventories which provides the highest protection of
streams. Fifty-two new Class A and
26 Wild Trout streams were classified in north central PA in 2017.
“Wild Trout” designation on Babb
Creek will now extend all the way
to the mouth as a result of stream
surveys which found wild trout
throughout the stream. Babb Creek
is a good example of many partners
(16) working together to bring back
a stream impaired from acid mine
degradation.
Lake Nessmuk in Tioga Co. has
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been drained and rebuilt with major
habitat work. The lake has been
stocked and Andy said that fishing
should be very good in 2-3 years.
Smallmouth bass numbers are good
in the lower W. Branch Susquehanna. Five muskies were tagged last
summer from the Cannon Hole at
the mouth of the Loyalsock (which
contributes cold water flow), all
greater than 46” long. Videos of
musky tagging were shown.

•

•

Lycoming County Planning
Joshua Billings, Environmental
Planner, stated that the County
Comprehensive Plan Update serves
as a policy guide for the physical,
social, and economic development
of the County. Six regional County
Comprehensive Plans have been
adopted, including a number of water resources related projects such
as the Susquehanna Riverwalk extension, Source Water Protection,
Urban Forestry initiatives, storm
water mitigation, levee recertification, nutrient credit trading program, and hazard mitigation planning, including the Greater Muncy
Resiliency Plan as a model. New
projects include the Sylvan Dell
Conservation Project and resumption of the Loyalsock Creek River
Conservation Plan development.
Endless Mountains Resource
Conservation and Development
Council (EMRCD)
EMRCD is a six county regional
natural resources conservation
501c3
nonprofit
organization.
Joshua Billing, EMRCD Chairman,
reported that EMRCD has secured
funding from DCNR for a Riparian
Buffer program, and will be meeting soon to discuss project implementation.

PA Trout Unlimited (PATU)
Kathleen Lavelle, the Field Coordinator for the PA Coldwater
Habitat Restoration Program, gave
the presentation.
• Kathleen stated that TU is un-
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•

•

•

dertaking a repeat of the 2009
Susquehanna River Benchmark
in order to evaluate progress in
meeting water quality goals as a
result of AMD remediation efforts on a watershed scale.
Last year PATU assessed 760
streams. Forty two streams
were in the Upper West Branch
– of these 19 contained trout.
PATU has also assessed over
1100 culverts for Aquatic Organism Passage (AOP) in the
Pine Creek, Young Woman’s,
& Kettle Creek watersheds, and
have identified priority areas for
reconnecting trout populations.
Kathleen showed some examples of successful AOP projects,
including replacing a small culvert on Little Lyman Run with a
wide open arch.
PATU also documented trout
movement on stocked and wild
trout stretches of Little Bear
Creek to assess AOP effectiveness. The work research included trout population estimates,
angler surveys, and placement
of water monitoring loggers.
PATU provides free technical
assistance for design, permit,
and construction of stream bank
stabilization and other projects.
Over 6 streams were included in
2017.
2018 work will include technical assistance on AMD mitigation, non-point pollution reduction, and bank stabilization
projects, placement of water
wash stations, and habitat projects on 7+ streams.
Northcentral PA Conservancy
(NPC)

Renee Carey, Director, stated
that the Northcentral PA Conservancy is a land trust devoted to conserving the working farm and forest
lands and watersheds in Northcentral PA.
The Conservancy works with
property owners, PAFBC, DEP, and
the County Conservation Districts
on stream improvement projects by
administering a Growing Greener

grant program; including stream
bank stabilization, riparian fencing,
manure management, farm conservation plans, and other projects.
Projects included Limestone Run
(see PAFBC notes) and Turtle
Creek, which entailed 1.5 miles of
stream, 283 structures, 3 buffers, 4
stream bank fences, and 8 stream
crossings.
The Conservancy maintains 47
Conservation Easements.
The
Homer Webster property (130
acres) along 1 mile of Marsh Creek
has been recently acquired. The
Cavanaugh Access property near
Wellsboro, with over 100 acres of
wetlands and 1.5 miles along Marsh
Creek was recently conveyed to the
Game Commission.
The Conservancy also acquired a
River Simulator Model, an environmental education tool that shows
the affects of runoff and the importance of streambank stabilization. The Simulator has been used
at the Waterdale Environmental
Education Center and has been
viewed by nearly 1000 people.
United States Geologic Survey
(USGS)
John Clune, Hydrologist with the
Williamsport regional office of the
USGS, stated that his office performs hydrological monitoring and
research in Northern PA. USGS
provides unbiased scientific data
and research which may have direct
application for watershed and conservation agencies. Data is available
on the National Water Information
System (NWIS) website. Some of
the data, resources, and research
reports available from the USGS
include:
•

•

Hydrologic monitoring including real time and periodic
stream, reservoir, observation
well, precipitation gages and
water quality and temperature
analysis instrumentation;
Hydrologic research including
County groundwater studies
(Lycoming County study recently completed and other
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•
•
•

•
•
•

north central PA counties)
which fill data gaps prior to
2011 at the beginning of the
Marcellus gas play;
Comparison of PA gas drilling
counties with non drilling counties in New York;
Methane in streams research;
Conservation effectiveness
studies, such as determination
of watershed sediment and nutrient sources, e.g. fertilizer or
manure utilizing ion ratio analyses;
Lycoming Creek synoptic for
Williamsport Municipal Water
Authority;
Stream stage dimension studies;
Water alerts to the public
through an automatic notification system.
Pine Creek Watershed Council

Jim Weaver stated that the Pine
Creek Watershed Council is a group
of many organizations from Lycoming, Tioga, and Potter Counties
that is working together to protect
the Pine Creek watershed by implementing the Pine Creek River Conservation Plan. Jim discussed the
Pine Creek headwaters protection
project. The Woolly Adelgid parasite has moved up into the Pine
Creek watershed and is threatening
the hemlock forest (15% of the Pine
Creek watershed), which could result in a trophic cascade of environmental impacts, including an increase in water temperatures. The
Council has identified priority riparian buffer protection areas for planting of underlying replacement trees
to maintain the riparian buffer functions. Ongoing work includes installing water temperature data loggers, developing a replacement species selection matrix and planting
protocols. Volunteers are needed to
help with the plantings.
Pine Creek Preservation Association (PCPA)
Paul Hoffmaster, President, stated that the PCPA has 1,100 members which provide a unified voice
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for protection of Pine Creek Valley
environmental quality. PCPA supports and participates with seven
other organizations. Recent activities include providing input into the
2017 Forest Resource Management
Plan and support for Pennsylvania
Environmental Defense Foundation
litigation. The recent PA Supreme
Court decision suggests that money
from oil and gas sales from State
Forest Lands fund is part of a public
trust and is supposed to be used for
preservation of State Lands consistent with the Environmental
Rights Amendment to the PA Constitution, adopted in 1971:
“The people have a right to
clean air, pure water, and
to the preservation of the
natural, scenic, historic and
esthetic values of the environment.
Pennsylvania’s
public natural resources
are the common property of
all the people, including
generations yet to come. As
trustee of these resources,
the Commonwealth shall
conserve and maintain them
for the benefit of all the
people. “
The PA General Assembly has
shifted money from the oil and gas
fund into the General Fund. PEDF
is suing to prevent this diversion of
funds.
Susquehanna Greenway
Partnership (SGP)
Corey BeVier, Director of Outreach Programs introduced Jerry
Wall, Chairman of the Board. Corey said that the SGP’s mission is to
create a Greenway along the Susquehanna River. The Greenway has
three components – a Trail System,
River Water Trails, and River
Towns.
Following are some of the activities of the SGP:
• The SGP was one of the partners for the North Branch Canal
Trail and the Susquehanna

•
•

•

•

Riverwalk in Williamsport, and
is supporting extensions of
these systems. The walkable
and bikeable trails are intended
to reconnect communities to the
river.
SGP published and distributed a
Water Trail map to promote use
of the river.
SGP assists River Towns to
identify projects and funding
sources. Williamsport recently
received SGP’s River Town
designation. The Heart of Williamsport movie will premier on
February 9th. There are ten other
SGP River Towns and several
more are in process.
SGP also supports asset based
Entrepreneur Development, and
conducts education and outreach activities such as the Annual Susquehanna Sojourn and
photo contests.
SGP provides river community
programs which promote economic, job creation, and environmental benefits, outreach,
and river trail signage.
Lycoming Creek Watershed Association (LCWA)

Mike Ditchfield said that he
wants to revitalize and mobilize the
Association. They are having a reorganizational meeting on Tuesday,
Jan 16th at 7:00 PM at the Trout Run
Fire. Attendees will learn about the
Lycoming Creek Watershed Association and it’s history and find out
about future projects, meetings, and
activities. Future meetings will be
held the third Tuesday of the month
at the same time and location.
Mike said that LCWA received
$1 million in grants and did a number of projects, some which need
maintenance, and much still remains to be done. He mentioned
potential projects on Pleasant
Stream and Slacks Run and working
with PADOT to incorporate AMD
treatment into bridge projects. He
would like to partner with municipal officials from Lewis Township
and others on projects.
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McIntyre Wild Area Bog Research
Harvey Katz presented some of his findings from his
field research about bogs in the Loyalsock State Forest
between Ralston & Hillsgrove. Bogs are important for
water quality and storage – they release water slowly to
help streams maintain flows. He found 122 bogs in the
area, including early successional, fens, and vernal
ponds. He showed incredibly impressive fall color
drone videos taken by Dr. Peter Petokas of several of the
bogs.
Closing
Walt Nicholson thanked the presenters and attendees
and said that he hopes this event will help promote synergies between the participants and continuation of the
impressive leveraging of scarce resources by volunteers
and conservation organizations for creation of valuable
watershed conservation benefits.
He announced that the next Trout Unlimited meeting
will be held on February 21, 2017 and the Program will
be “What’s New at the PAFBC – new regulations, special areas, and other PFBC news.” Emmett Kyler and

Fly of the Month

Chad Lauer, Waterway Conservation Officers, and Eric
Hussar, Vice Chairman of the PA Fish & Boat Commission, have been invited to speak.
SCTU will hold fly tying classes, starting on February 6th and running through March 27th. The classes are
free and open to the public, and will be held weekly
from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM Tuesday evenings at Covenant Central Presbyterian Church, 807 W. 4th Street,
Williamsport (parking and entrance are off Campbell
Street behind the Church).
Mel Zimmerman announced that there will be a Wild
Trout Summit with the PFBC on March 17 at Lycoming
College. Also, on Feb. 8-9, the Fisheries Society will be
holding meetings at Lycoming College.
Walt invited the attendees to stay after the meeting
for refreshments and discussion.
The Watershed Summit concluded at 9:20 PM
Respectfully submitted,

Kevin McJunkin, Secretary

Chapter meetings
Held on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month and are open to the public
and begin at 7:00 pm (unless otherwise noted). Meetings are held at the
Covenant Central Presbyterian
Church, 807 W 4th St, Williamsport, PA 17701, in the Social
Hall (unless otherwise noted). Parking is at the rear of the Church and
enter off of Campbell Street.
No meetings are held in May, June,
July, August or December

Welcome New Members

Missouri Trout Fisherman’s Association
http://www.mtfa-springfield.org/resources/fly-tying-recipespatterns/chamois-worm/

February 2018

Zach Betts
Ashley Covey
Douglas Gordon
Lester Greevy
Michael Kinsey
Keenan Michael
Lester Poust
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore
Central Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds
February 20, 2018
March 14, 2018
Upcoming Events
Fly Tying Class
Chapter Meeting
November 1, 2017 through April
March 17, 2018
February 21, 2018
30, 2018 Mandatory Life Jacket
PA Fish and Boat Commission
Chapter Meeting - PFBC
Requirement
Sportsmen's Forum at Lycoming
Representatives
Note Change in Date
College
February 6, 2018
Fly Tying Class
February 26, 2018
March 20, 2018
PFBC
meeting
in
Mifflinburg
to
Fly Tying Class
February 3 - 11, 2018
discuss Penn’s Creek Section 5
Great American Sports Show in
March 27, 2018
Harrisburg
February 27, 2018
Fly Tying Class
Fly Tying Class
February 8-9, 2018
March 31, 2018
American Fisheries Society - PA
March 1, 2018
Regional Opening Day Trout SouthChapter Spring Meeting at
Stocked Trout Waters Closed to
eastern Counties
Lycoming College
Fishing
April 7, 2018
February 13, 2018
March
3
4,
2018
Mentored
Youth Trout Fishing
Fly Tying Class
The Fly Fishing Show, Lancaster,
Statewide
PA
February 17 - 18, 2018
April 11, 2018
18th Annual Valley Outdoors Cabin
March 6, 2018
Chapter Meeting
Fever Expo at the Mifflinburg InterFly Tying Class
mediate School
April 14, 2018
March 13, 2018
Statewide Opening Day of Trout
Fly Tying Class

