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Fish Commission Unassessed Waters Update is Topic for  

March Meeting 
 
Bob Weber, Fisheries Biologist for the PA Fish and Boat Commission will present a program on the Commission's plans to as-

sess additional area streams to determine whether they will support wild trout populations. The PF&BC is working on plans 

to evaluate at least 1500 streams across the state which have not yet been assessed and update data on many which have. The 

program goal is to provide the ability to conserve and protect the highest quality streams in the Commonwealth. The meeting will 

be held on Wednesday, March 8th at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall of First Presbyterian Church, rear of 102 E. 3rd St. in Wil-

liamsport. The public is welcomed to attend.                                                                                                               Walt Nicholson 

 

 

The Chapter Received the following letter from the Lycoming Creek Anglers Club 
 

Dear Members, 

     The Lycoming Creek Anglers Club wishes to thank you for your generous donation you have made towards the 

cleanup we have been in the midst of since the almost total devastation of our Nursery back in October.  We have a 

lot of rebuilding ahead of us and it will take funding from generous clubs and people such as you.  Since we are un-

able to get insurance and have no money coming in from the government we are totally in your debt. We are hoping 

this spring to be somewhat back to normal. It is taking a lot of work and money. But the fishing community will ap-

preciate your help. 

 

        Thank you so much! 

 

        Joe Knerr, President 

        Lycoming Creek Anglers Club 

 

A Noted for our Chapter:  The Lycoming Creek Anglers Club is always appreciative of any help they get, whether 

financial or by way of volunteer hours.  After the devastating flood, a great deal of work was done to get the nursery 

dug out and running again.  Please consider joining their club or helping them in any way you can.  You can contact 

them at  Lycoming Creek Anglers, 2079 Blair Street, Williamsport, PA 17701 or by phone at 570-322-6098. 

 

 

Help Needed 
     In an effort to make this newsletter for valuable to our members we need your help.  Please submit stories, pic-

tures, fishing reports, tips, product or book reviews to us.  It is hard to find material each month with little to no sub-

missions from our members.  If items are submitted, you must give us your name.  If you wish, it can remain anony-

mous in the newsletter and on the website but we need to have your name for our records of who submitted it.  If you 

have any ideas for future articles or stories, let us know that as well.  Thank you for your help!                    Bob Baker 
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A Note from the Editor 
     This issue of the Susquehanna Ripples is filled with 

information on the trout population in Pennsylvania.  

First is an introduction to the March Chapter meeting 

where PFBC biologist Bob Weber will be giving an up-

date on the unassessed waters initiative. Bob has been to 

our meeting in the past and is always very informative 

and passionate about this project.  You will also find an 

informative brochure on the unassessed waters initiative 

provided by Bob.  

     Next you will find an article by John Arway.  Enti-

tled "Wild Trout".  John gives a brief history and a lot of 

great information about the states trout population.  The 

article is given in its entirety and is from the Match / 

April issue of the Pennsylvania Angler and Boater 

magazine. 

     We are fortunate to have great trout fishing in our 

area.  Included is a Keystone select stream section of 

Loyalsock Creek with larger trophy trout being stocked 

and available to everyone. 

Cooperative trout nurseries of the Lycoming Creek An-

glers and the Consolidated Sportsmen of Muncy Creeks 

stock thousand of fish in area streams each year and 

hold fishing derbies for kids. 

     The Brown Trout club of Slate Run stocks trophy 

class trout in Pine Creek each year and help provide 

world class fishing opportunities in North Central PA. 

     Shannon Miller, PhD candidate from Penn State 

chose the Loyalsock Creek Watershed to do her research 

on the brook trout population. She gave a great presenta-

tion to our chapter last fall and we look forward to her 

return to update us and sharing the findings of her study. 

     At the same time, the watershed groups and conser-

vation groups are improving the trout populations by 

improve water quality and protecting and restoring the 

areas around our waterways. 

     Finally, the Fish and Boat Commission is planning 

on having a trout summit later this year. This will be a 

great opportunity to discuss our State's trout and plan for 

the future.  More information will be given in future 

newsletters and on our website as it made available from 

the PFBC.                                                         Bob Baker 

 

 

PA Pipeline Construction Monitoring 

 Training 
     Trout Unlimited has established a program to train 

volunteers to monitor water resources that may be im-

pacted by natural gas pipeline development. Focusing on 

potential erosion and sedimentation impacts, the goal of 

this workshop is to train volunteers to effectively moni-

tor water quality on high priority streams along the pro-

posed Penn East Pipeline route before, during, and after 

pipeline construction in Luzerne, Carbon, Northampton 

and Bucks counties                   .                     

     The training will take place in Palmerton, PA from 

9:30  AM to 3:30 PM on Saturday, March 18. Please 

register for the training by contacting Jake Lemon at 814

-779- 3965 or jlemon@tu.org. Please provide your 

name, email address, phone number and mailing ad-

dress. Registration will close on Wednesday, March 15. 

Directions to the training session and an agenda will be 

p r o v i d e d  t h e  we e k  o f  t h e  t r a i n i n g . 

     This program is an objective data collection effort 

and does not engage in advocacy-related activities. The 

TU Pennsylvania Construction Pipeline Monitoring Pro-

gram is a partnership between Trout Unlimited and the 

PA Council of Trout Unlimited. Funding is provided by 

the Cedar Tree Foundation. 

     Although this is out of our area, the training may be 

valuable and informative due to pipelines throughout 

our region. 

mailto:jlemon@tu.org
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Welcome new members 

Mike Flanagan 

 

Todd Lauer 

 

Jacquelyn Rouse 

Keystone/TU Teens Conservation  

Summer Camp 
     Another great opportunity for our teens in our area.  

Keystone/TU Teens Conservation Summer Camp is a 

collaborative effort between Keystone College and sev-

eral Chapters of Trout Unlimited that make up NEPA 

(Northeast Pennsylvania) to teach Teens the art of Fly 

Fishing while at the same time learning about Conserva-

tion and the Environmental sciences involved in a Cold-

water Watershed and it’s protection and it’s enhance-

ment.      Campers will arrive on Sunday June the 18th 

and after a brief orientation for both them and their par-

ents will dive into everything they are ever going to 

need to know to be an accomplished Fly Fisherman 

(woman). They will learn from classroom and hands on 

training in the field and on the stream. Before the end of 

the week they will have completed a conservation pro-

ject, learned to tie their own Flies, several different cast-

ing styles, the origins of Fly Fishing, both here and in 

Europe. They will be able to tie all the necessary knots 

plus a few others. On Saturday the 24th they will put all 

that knowledge to test with their final exam and then a 

Family Fun day, picnic and graduation ceremony before 

being released back to their parents. 

     To apply for admission to the camp each student 

must submit in writing a brief resume of their fishing 

experiences (spin fishing and fly fishing). They must 

also submit a report or letter documenting the reasons 

they are applying and why they think they should be 

chosen. Submit to; Trout Unlimited, 542 Boulevard 

Ave. Dickson City, Pa. 18519. 

     The camp is held at Keystone College in Wyoming 

County June 18 through 24, 2017.  They will begin ac-

cepting applications starting March 1st and registration is 

$350. If you know of any youth applying for this, let us 

know because we can sponsor a student (s) for this 

event.  

     For more information, go to their face book page at 
https:/ /www.facebook.com/flyfishingsummercamp/? 

ref=page_internal or to the Lackawanna Valley Trout 

Unlimited page at http://lackawannavalleytu.com/ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fly of the Month 
                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purple Cripple 
 

Hook - Dry fly #12, #14 

Thread - Purple 8/0 

Shuck - Mayfly brown zelon 

Body - Purple dubbing  

Wing - White poly-pro (tied full at a 45 degree angle) 

Hackle - Grizzly (wrapped at the tie in point for the 

wing and finished with 2 turns in front of the wing) 

 

Final step is to cut the hackle on the bottom even with 

the hook point 

  

John Lazar 

http://www.pwtu.org/index.html 

 

Get a sneak peak of Stocked  Trout 
     Stocking trout in PA streams is a process that relies 

on volunteers to assist the PFBC staff.  Stocking sched-

ules are posted on the PFBC website as is the meeting 

locations.  No experience is necessary, “just a willing-

ness to move a few buckets, stock some fish and learn a 

few new stocking sites.” This is also a great opportunity 

to introduce children to the great sport of fishing. For 

more information or to help, please contact the local 

WCO at 814-359-5254. 

In Memoriam 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alvin Bush 

1924-2017 

https://www.facebook.com/flyfishingsummercamp/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/flyfishingsummercamp/?ref=page_internal
http://lackawannavalleytu.com/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAwQjRwwAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F172614598189111040%2F&ei=doaBVfSiI8TJtQW23oDACA&psig=AFQjCNFeEmTomMucchXwKOrjuwdt_k9nTw&ust=1434638326708484


March 2017                                                                                  4                                             

Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

   

The Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission (PFBC), Division of 

Fisheries Management, is responsible for providing the fisheries data and 

expertise needed for management decisions concerning wild trout 

streams in Pennsylvania.  In 2009, the PFBC began prioritizing and 

systematically sampling unassessed waters.  The Unassessed Waters 

Initiative was created to efficiently sample previously unassessed streams 

statewide and determine the presence or absence of wild trout.  This 

unique partnership is comprised of PFBC biologists, universities, and non-

profit organizations. The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has 

generously provided annual funding to support project partners.  Data 

collected through the Unassessed Waters Initiative serves as the building 

blocks for the conservation and management of wild trout in 

Pennsylvania. 

Recreation 

 From 2009-2016, 5,952 previously unassessed waters have been 

sampled which represents 12,456 miles of streams.   

 As a result, 1,134 streams have been added to Pennsylvania’s 
wild trout list representing 4,262 miles of streams.   

 Follow-up surveys have been conducted by PFBC biologists on 
high–density wild trout populations identified by Unassessed 
Waters Initiative partners and about 200 stream sections have 
been listed as Class A wild trout streams.  Class A streams 
represent the best of Pennsylvania’s wild trout resources and provide  
excellent angling opportunities for wild trout.  

 Approximately 70% of all Class A listings since 2013 were initially identified by the 
Unassessed Waters Initiative. 
 

Conservation 

 Conserving wild trout populations involves identifying, protecting 
 and restoring habitats that support all life stages of wild trout, 

including the waterways that connect them.   

 Unassessed Waters surveys are the first step in quantitatively 
 identifying wild trout distribution throughout Pennsylvania and     
                set the stage for subsequent conservation actions.  

 Conservation of wild trout streams occurs through the listing of  
 newly identified wild trout waters documented through the  
 Unassessed Waters Initiative. 

 Future program initiatives include identifying and measuring   
                barriers to trout migration, especially culverts. A pilot project is  
    planned in 2017. 

                 

Pennsylvania’s Unassessed Waters 

Initiative 2009-2016 

Wild Trout and Class A Wild Trout Stream sections in 

Potter County, PA identified through the Unassessed 

Waters Initiative. 

 
  

Information provide by Robert Weber, Fisheries Biologist for the PA Fish and Boat Commission  
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Restoration 

• Data collected through the Unassessed Waters Initiative 
provides baseline fishery and water quality information in  
watersheds targeted for restoration efforts. 

• Unassessed Waters Data has been used to identify Brook 
 Trout priority areas for the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture, 
 Western PA Business Plan, the Delaware Watershed Business  
 Plan, and the PFBC Stream Habitat Improvement Prioritization. 

 
 
Research  

 Data collected through the Unassessed Waters Initiative has  
been used by researchers to publish scientific journal articles  
and develop tools and models which serve as the basis for  
conservation decision making and to prioritize future survey 
work. 

 Unassessed Waters Initiative partners utilize opportunities  
from the Initiative to engage private landowners, and leverage 
other funding to complete additional stream research,   
conservation, and restoration projects. 

 

Partners 

 Allegheny College 

 Bucknell University 

 California University of Pennsylvania 

 Clarion University 

 Duquesne University 

 Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

 Juniata College 

 Keystone College 

 Kings College 

 Lock Haven University 

 Lycoming College 

 Mansfield University 

 National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

 PA Department of Environmental Protection 

 Pennsylvania State University 

 Susquehanna University 

 Trout Unlimited 

 Western Pennsylvania Conservancy 

 

   

 

 

 

Information provide by Robert Weber, Fisheries Biologist for the PA Fish and Boat Commission  
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Treasurer Repost for the period of 

January 1, 2017 - February 28, 2017 
Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer 

 

Checking Beginning Balance:  $4,188.51 

  

Income 

Donation   $302.50 

 

Total Income:              $ 302.50 

 

Expenses: 

  

Walt Nicholson   $ 66.12 

  Copies of Fly tying manual 

 

Ripples subscriptions  $ 20.00 

  Printing and mailing 

Total Expenses             $   86.12 

  

Checking Account Balance   $4,404.89 

  

Savings Account Beginning:    $8,182.08 

 

Income 

Dividend (1//17)        0.32 

    

Total Income                                 $ 0.32 

No Expenses: 

 Savings Account Balance       $8,182.40 

  

Checking Account:            $4,404.89 

Savings Account:            $8,182.40 

                                                $12,587.29  

 

Susquehanna Ripples Subscriptions 
Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer 

 February 2016 through February 28, 2017 

 

3 subscriptions (2/16)    $30.00 

 

Printing & mailing                $20.00 

 Subscription balance   $10.00  

  

 

Coldwater Heritage Partnership Grant 

Treasurers Report for January 1, 2017 

through February 28, 2017 

Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer 

 

Beginning Balance January 1, 2017           $4,250.00 

 

No Deposits 

No Expenses 

  

Account balance  February 28, 2017         $4,250.00 
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Recipe of the Month 
 

 

 

 

Irish Roasted Salmon 
 

2 tablespoons honey 
1⁄4 cup cider vinegar 
1⁄4 cup Irish whiskey 

2 teaspoons chopped fresh thyme 

1 1⁄2 teaspoons grated lemon zest 

2 tablespoons vegetable oil 

salt & freshly ground black pepper 

4 (6 ounce) salmon fillets 

 

Directions 

1. Mix together honey, vinegar, whiskey, thyme, 

lemon zest, oil, salt and pepper. Pour over salmon 

and marinate 1 hour on the counter, or 4 hours re-

frigerated. 

2. Preheat oven to 450°F. 

3. Remove salmon from marinade and place on a rack 

over a roasting pan. 

Grill or Bake for 10 to 12 minutes, basting once with the 

marinade or until golden and white juices are just begin-

ning to appear. 

http://www.food.com/recipe/irish-roasted-salmon-169936 

 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 

Interactive Maps Online 

The following email was shared with the Chapter by one 

of our members.  The member left the following com-

ment on the PA Fish and Boat Commission website in 

reference to their interactive maps. 

      ”I like the wilderness trout water interactive map is 

great.  It shows the state forest and game lands.  How-

ever it would be nice to have layers you can turn on for 

the Class A, Special regulation streams, Keystone select, 

stocked waters, ext...  All the features on the county 

guide map.  Also none of the interactive maps have a 

layer for naturally reproducing trout streams.  It would 

be nice to have one interactive map you can add layers 

of the all the various trout stream types and regulation. 

Class A is nice but I would like to know if there is trout 

in a stream weathers its class a or not. “ 

     The following is the response from DeVora Harne, 

GIS Analyst for the PA Fish and Boat Commission. For 

more information or to comment on the maps, please 

contact via email at dharne@pa.gov. 

     “Currently the PFBC website consists of many maps 

depicting various GIS Trout layers, but you are correct 

in noting that the Natural Reproducing Trout Streams 

were not included. 

     A variety of concerns in depicting these waters ex-

ist,  such as the precise identification of the headwaters, 

the sheer number of streams, their potential location on 

private land, and the approximate length of the water all 

become factors to be taken into consideration when cre-

ating a map for the public.   

     With all that said, we have decided to create a “Trout 

Streams” experimental map for 2017 to determine de-

mand for such an interactive map.  We will also be de-

termining its’ success by the number of questions that 

may be generated from that particular layer.  We have 

NOT duplicated everything that is already on the County 

Guide, but have included the public lands and various 

trout layers.” 

     The map can be found on the PFBC website at http://

w w w . f i s h a n d b o a t . c o m / L o c a t e / P a g e s /

MapResources.aspx and search under County guides. 

 

Bill O’Connor (facing camera) demonstrates how to tie 

the green weenie at the first fly tying class on February 

21, 2017.  We are grateful for Bill, Joe Radley, Walt 

Nicholson, Ed Blackburn, Charlie Knowlden, and Dave 

Craig for giving their time and sharing their knowledge 

in teaching. (photo by Bob Baker) 

 

 

 

http://www.food.com/about/honey-155
http://www.food.com/about/cider-vinegar-525
http://www.food.com/about/thyme-348
http://www.food.com/about/lemon-125
http://www.food.com/about/salmon-78
http://www.fishandboat.com/Locate/Pages/MapResources.aspx
http://www.fishandboat.com/Locate/Pages/MapResources.aspx
http://www.fishandboat.com/Locate/Pages/MapResources.aspx


Upcoming Events 
 

November 1, 2016 

through April 30, 

2017 Mandatory Life 

Jacket Requirement 

 

March  4 - 5, 2017 

The Fly Fishing Show, 

Lancaster, PA 

 

March 7, 2017 
Fly Tying Class 6:30pm  

 

March 8, 2017 

Chapter Meeting - Up-

date on the Unassessed  

Waters Program from 

PFBC at 7 pm 

 

March 14, 2017 
Fly Tying Class 6:30pm  

 

 

March 21, 2017 
Fly Tying Class 6:30pm  

 

March 25, 2017 

Mentored Youth Trout 

Day - Regional 

 

March 28, 2017 
Fly Tying Class 6:30pm  

 

April 1, 2017 

Regional Opening day 

of Trout 

 

April 4, 2017 
Fly Tying Class 6:30pm  

 

April 8, 2017 

Mentored Youth Trout 

Day - Statewide 

 

April 12, 2017 

Chapter Meeting 

 

 

April 15, 2017 

Statewide Opening of 

Trout 

 

 

 

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore Cen-

tral Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds 

Susquehanna Ripples 

Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

PO Box 1132 

Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132 

Chapter meetings  
 
Held on the 2nd Wednesday of each 

month and are open to the public 

and begin at 7:30 pm (unless other-

wise noted). Meetings are held at the 

First Presbyterian Church of Wil-

liamsport in the Fellowship Hall 

(unless otherwise noted), 102 East 

3rd Street, Williamsport. Parking is 

in the rear of the Church along Mul-

berry Street. 

No meetings are held in May, June, 

July, August or  

December 

You are reminded that it is manda-

tory to wear a life jacket beginning 

November 1 through April 30.  

PFD’s are required while underway, 

or at anchor, on boats less that 16 

feet in length or on any canoe or 

kayak and applies to all Pennsyl-

vania waters. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjhmaWkxvvPAhUJNT4KHf6aD5YQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pawco.org%2Fhome%2Fgeneral-info%2Flife-jackets-focus-of-national-safe-boating-week&bvm=bv.136811127,d.amc&psi

