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The PA Council of Trout Unlimited’s Position Statement on PA Fish & Boat 

Commission’s Proposed Amendments to Chapter 65.6, Title 58, Part II, Fishing 

Regulations Regarding Delayed Harvest Artificial Lures Only Areas 

 

Background on the DHALO Program 

Based on data obtained from the PA Fish & Boat Commission in 2013, of the total of 4,670   miles of 

stocked trout waters in Pennsylvania, just 103 miles (or 2.2 %) are designated as Delayed Harvest 

Artificial Lures Only (DHALO) waters. The total number of stream sections so designated is 83, 19 of 

which have been documented by the Commission as containing wild trout populations. 

The DHALO regulations were first established in 1983 to provide for an extended period of catch and 

release angling for stocked trout. The harvest season was designed to allow for harvest of stocked trout 

before they were lost to natural mortality due to the warmer waters inherent in some of these stream 

sections during the summer months. By the Commission’s own reckoning; “since the program’s 

inception, it has been one of the Commission’s most popular programs.” 

The Commission is now telling us that since the program began 31 years ago, angler attitudes,  

preferences and interest in stocked trout have changed to the extent that modifications can be made 

that will simplify regulations, increase angler success for catching stocked trout, allow for more efficient 

use of expensive hatchery raised trout and encourage use by more anglers. 

The Commission’s Proposal 

So, what is the Commission proposing that will accomplish these goals at the expense of altering the 

angling experience for those who fish with artificial lures or flies on DHALO waters? 

(1) Move the start of the harvest period from June 15 to the Saturday before Memorial Day 

Rationale:  The Commission avows that this will result in increased angler usage, including out-of-state 

anglers, to harvest trout that they claim will not likely survive during this period. 

We believe that the Commission is correct in their assertion that angler use will increase, but not 

necessarily by out-of-state anglers. We believe that those non-resident anglers who travel to PA to fish 

for trout for the most part practice catch and release angling. And based on personal angling 

experiences, we have a problem accepting the Commission’s premise that in many of the DHALO waters 

stocked trout will not survive beyond Memorial Day. 

(2) Allow the use of bait by all anglers during the trout harvest period 

Rationale:  The Commission believes that this measure will generate additional angling opportunities for 

those anglers who would not otherwise be able to fish DHALO waters, and additionally will attract more 

out-of-state anglers to fish in Pennsylvania (and buy non-resident fishing licenses). 

We have no doubt that such a measure will increase the angling pressure on these stream sections, but 

we question why this should be allowed on these waters which already receive enough attention from 

lure and fly anglers during the harvest season. And as far as increasing sales of non-resident licenses, we 

do not find any sound basis for believing that there would be any significant gain. 
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(3) Allow youth anglers under the age of 16 to use bait year-round in DHALO areas 

Rationale:  The Commission believes that allowing young anglers the opportunity to use bait will not 

only attract more youth to the sport of fishing, but will also bring more adults to these areas to act as 

mentors. 

We view this as a considerable enforcement problem for the Commission due to the likelihood that 

some adults will be tempted to bend the rules and use bait instead of lures or flies while accompanying 

youth anglers. Of even greater concern is the likelihood that young anglers using bait, and with limited 

experience in practicing catch and release, will (unintentionally) kill a significant number of trout that 

become deeply hooked. 

(4) Change the minimum length limit from 9 to 7 inches 

Rationale:  The Commission has stated that this change will simplify regulations by reducing the number 

of trout length requirements that Pennsylvania’s anglers will need to remember. 

Since the Commission has also stated that the minimum length of stocked trout exceeds 10 inches, any 

trout caught that are 7 inches in length are most likely to be wild or stream-bred fish. These fish are the 

lifeblood of our trout waters, and therefore need to be protected to grow and reproduce, not only in the 

DHALO areas, but in all of Pennsylvania’s trout waters. 

Conclusions 

We believe that the old saying, “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” is applicable to what the Commission is 

proposing here. DHALO areas are most assuredly utilized by more than 2.2% of the licensed trout 

anglers in Pennsylvania, and therefore that same small percentage of our stocked trout waters needs to 

be preserved in their present form for those anglers who savor the opportunity to use lures or flies in an 

environment that sets them apart from bait fisherman. 

While we strongly believe in encouraging more youth to become engaged in the sport of fishing, we 

don’t see this proposal as a means to engage our youth in learning about sound conservation measures 

in general, and more specifically about trout and the environment in which they live. 

What you can do to register your opinion on this proposed rulemaking 

Go to Web page www.fishandboat.com/rulemakings/263nprp.pdf where you can view the text of 

Rulemaking #263. Then go to http://fishandboat.com/regcomments/index.htm?title_number=263dhalo 

where you can submit your comments online, or if you would prefer to send a letter, it should be 

addressed to John Arway, Executive Director, PA Fish & Boat Commission, P.O Box 67000, Harrisburg, PA 

17106-7000. To be considered, your comments must be received no later than May 13. 
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