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Fishing Pine Creek is topic
of March Meeting
The Susquehanna Chapter of
Trout Unlimited invites everyone to
its meeting at 7:30 pm on March 11
in the Fellowship Hall of First Presbyterian Church at East Third and
Mulberry Streets in Williamsport.
Dave Wonderlich will be presenting
a program on fishing Pine Creek in
western Lycoming County and
neighboring streams in the Slate
Run area, including a description of
the change in regulations on Pine
Creek which allow all tackle bait
fishing, but no-kill restrictions on
trout. He will share the history of
the "Brown Trout Club," efforts to
restore quality trophy trout populations to Pine Creek, and will give
perspectives on techniques and fish
conservation initiatives that can significantly improve fishing experiences in this beautiful and popular
area. Dave is a knowledgeable local angler who produces the fishing
blog and videos on the Slate Run
Tackle Shop's website and newsletters. Slate Run Tackle Shop has donated an Orvis mid-arbor fly reel
which will be given away as a door
prize at the meeting.
Walt Nicholson

Pennsylvania
Environmental Defense
Foundation (PEDF)
In June of last year, the Chapter
submitted an application to become
a non profit member of PEDF.
The
PEDF website (http://
www.pedf.org/) gives the following
summary of what they do:
 PEDF has set precedents in environmental law and initiated
over 125 legal actions with a
96% success rate.
 Litigate to protect the environment, thus protecting public
health and safety.
 Assist citizens in taking legal
action to protect environment.
 Support organizations in their
efforts to protect and enhance
the environment.
 Take legal action when other
organizations are reluctant to do
so.
 Donate all settlement money to
local organizations committed
to improving the environment.
$2 Million has been donated as
of 2011.
 Educate citizens about their
rights under environmental
laws.
 Spend less than 3% of revenue
on administrative costs.
PEDF has accomplished a great
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number of things and two things of
importance to our area. The first is
Spring Creek in Centre County.
“PEDF initiated numerous actions
against state agencies and sewage
authorities that significantly improved water quality.” PEDF donated the proceeds of the settlement
to the local Trout Unlimited chapter
for habitat improvement. Secondly,
PEDF “set up a trust fund with
damages from a coal operation. The
fund has committed over $750,000
to mitigate mine acid discharges” in
the Pine Creek watershed covering
both Lycoming and Tioga Counties.

Coldwater Heritage Grant
Application Approved
On February 11, 2015, we were
notified by letter that the Coldwater
Heritage Partnership (CHP) is
awarding the Chapter a $5000 Coldwater Conservation grant. This
grant will help us develop a Cold
Water Heritage Plan for the Rock
Run Watershed.
Once an initial evaluation is
completed, we will then look at potential projects to restore or correct
any problems that may be found.
As soon as we have more information, we will let you know. For
more information on CHP, please
see their website at http://
www.coldwaterheritage.
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exam and payment of the required
fee, you will be issued a boating
safety education card.

Getting ready for Boating
Season
Many people consider the opening day of trout season the unofficial start of fishing season. For
some, this means getting the boat
(canoe’s and kayaks included) out
on a nearby waterway hoping to
catch trout while others go after
panfish. Whatever you choose to
do, it is important to make sure your
boat is ready to go.
 Make sure your boat is currently licensed and the registration is on the boat
 If using a canoe or kayak, make
sure you have your launch permit
 Have safety gear with you: first
aid kit, properly fitted life jackets, whistle or other noise producing device
 Have appropriate for weather:
dress in layers, rain gear, polarized sunglass’s
 Keep boat organized with tackle
box’s or similar so that fishing
gear is not loose
 Inspect your boat prior to the
day you will be using it and fix
anything you find broken
 Have your motor’s serviced and
inspected
 Know all the rules for safe boating
Cheyenne Baker

Free Paddle Sports
Safety Course

http://forums.iboats.com/

Boating Safety Course
Pennsylvania required a boating
safety education certificate for all
individuals who operate a personal
watercraft and for persons born on
or after January 1, 1982, to operate
boats powered by motors greater
than 25 horsepower.
The Fish and Boat Commission
offer Boating Safety Courses
throughout the year and now allow
online boating courses to be taken.
Boat-ed.com and boaterexam.com are approved by the State
to offer this course. You can take
the course and only pay when you
are done. The fee is to cover the
administrative costs of administering the online course and test. After
successful completion of the final
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Although Pennsylvania does not
require a basic safety course for
individuals who use kayaks and canoes, it is still a good idea to take
one. The course, offered through
boaterexam.com, covers boating
equipment, trip planning, safe boat
operation, the marine environment,
emergencies and other water activities.
It is a great course for the newcomers to the sport and serves as a refresher for those who have boating
experience. After successful completion of a final exam, you will get
a certificate. The course is approved by the National Association
of Safe Boating Law Administrators
(NASBLA) and recognized by the
Coast Guard.
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Fly of the Month

Olive Complex Twist Bugger
Hook: Allen S402 #4
Thread: 3/0 Uni - white
Bead: Tungsten - 3.8mm
Tail 1: marabou - olive
Tail 2: Senyo fusion dub - tobacco
Body 1: UV polar chenille - rusty
copper
Body 2: Speckled chenille - lime
olive
Body 3: Schlappen - olive
Veil: UV ice dub - olive brown
(http://www.flyfishfood.com/2014/10/complextwist-bugger.html)

Recipe of the Month

excess marinade.
2. If you own a dehydrator or
smoker, use it. Otherwise, you can
use a lightly oiled cake rack or oven
rack in a low-heated oven. Either
way, use the oven's top rack, and be
sure to oil the grates. Put a cookie
sheet on the bottom rack to collect
any drippings. Place the fish on the
rack and set the oven to 145 degrees. (Some ovens won't go this
low. In that case, set the oven to its
minimum temperature and crack the
oven door.)
3. After two hours, reduce the heat
to 130 degrees or open the door
wider. The drying time will vary
considerably. When done, the fish
jerky will be dry but not brittle, so
that the pieces crack but don't break
when bent, with a dark brown glaze.
Allow the jerky to cool and keep it
refrigerated, in a sealed container,
until you're ready to eat it.
http://www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/wild chef/2013/02/fish-recipe-hawaiian-fish-jerky

Darkhouse Spear fishing
Hawaiian Fish Jerky
Ingredients
- 2 lb. fish fillets (bass, trout, and
crappie)
- 1/2 cup soy sauce
- 1/4 pineapple juice
- 1 tbsp brown sugar
- 1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper
- 1 crushed garlic clove
- 1 tbsp. fresh ginger, minced
- 1 tsp. salt
- 1 tsp. pepper
1. Cut the fish into 1/4-inch-thick
strips, 1 inch wide and 3 to 6 inches
long. Combine the remaining ingredients in a zip-seal bag and marinate
the fish in the refrigerator, for at
least six hours, or preferably overnight. Discard the marinade and dry
the fish strips well, dabbing them
with paper towels to sponge off any
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When someone hears the word
spear fishing they often think about
diving in the ocean using a spear
gun while others think back to their
childhood when they would swim in
a local stream and go gigging for
carp or suckers.
While it is true, these are both
forms of spear fishing, most people
would not think of spear fishing
during the winter. Throughout the
winter, many anglers venture out to
their favorite waters and fish
through the ice. Although not allowed in Pennsylvania, anglers in 7
states can go spear fishing through
the ice.
This highly regulated form of ice
fishing may be the earliest form of
fishing in the Country. The first
accounts of spear fishing through
the ice were found in what is now
Michigan in 1763.
Alexander
Henry, a fur trader, found the Chippewa Indians spearing trout during

the winter months.
He reported that they would lay
on their bellies looking through a
hole in the ice and cover themselves
with animal skins. Under the skins,
it would be dark allowing them to
see into the water.
They would use a decoy filled
with rocks, lead or other heavy material and dangle it into the water
hoping to attract a fish. In their
other hand would be a spear. When
a fish came onto view, they would
spear it. This practice and technique has changed little since then.
The name darkhouse comes from
the fact that the angler is in a small
tent or shed that does not allow light
to enter. Inside the angler is in the
dark and the hole is illuminated
from underneath (from sunlight
going through the surrounding ice).
Today, darkhouse spear fishing
is only allowed in 7 states: Alaska,
Michigan, North and South Dakota,
Minnesota, Montana, and Wisconsin. Each state has its own set of
rules and regulations. All require
registering with the State Fisheries
Bureau and obtaining a license in
addition to their fishing license.
In Michigan, spear fishers can
spear sturgeon, while the others can
spear musky, pike, and non game
species.
Many people believe that since
there are no hooks involved, it is not
fishing. The States that allow this
type of fishing set very stringent
regulations and only allow this
practice on certain bodies of water.
Each States Conservation Officers
monitor these seasons very close.
Darkhouse spear fishing is just
another way to get outside in winter
and to enjoy the sport we all love.
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
The Chapter fully supports the various Watershed and Conservation Groups in our area and although we
have given you their address’s in the past, we felt it important to add the minutes from the January meeting
so that you can see exactly what they have done, and are doing. Please consider supporting and helping
these great organizations.

Susquehanna Chapter Trout Unlimited
January 14, 2015 Meeting Minutes
Dave Craig convened the meeting at 7:00 PM and announced that the Chapter will be holding Fly Tying lessons from
Feb. 10-March 17 on Tuesday night from 6:30-8:30 PM. The Healing Waters Program, a fly tying activity for disabled Veterans, will start on March 17, and will meet twice a month. Nine volunteers have signed up.
Joe Radley then kicked off the annual Watershed Summit, stating that State and County officials and representatives
from area Watershed Associations and Conservation Organizations will be given 10 minutes for presentations about
their activities. There will be a fellowship time with refreshments following the meeting for additional discussion
and networking.

State and County Officials
Representative Garth Everett briefed the attendees about Gov. Wolf’s new cabinet appointees, including Katy
McGinty as Chief of Staff, John Hanger as Policy Director, and Cindy Adams Dunn as Secretary of DCNR, all well
known to the conservation community. Everett stated that he was OK with the Severance Tax as long as funds
raised were used in local areas and for environmental agencies. He stated that the Act 162 Riparian Buffer legislation
is intended to streamline the permitting process but riparian buffers are still first preference.
Lycoming County Commissioner Mussare stated that he appreciates the work of the Associations and Conservation
Agencies and that County staff is available to provide information and otherwise assist with projects.

Susquehanna Chapter Trout Unlimited
Vice President Walt Nicholson stated that the Chapter’s Mission is to restore cold water fisheries. We partner with
other organizations to accomplish our goals. In addition to the programs mentioned earlier by Dave Craig, the Chapter recently submitted a Cold Water Heritage Grant application for the Rock Run (Lycoming Creek tributary) Watershed. The project will gather baseline water quality data, inventory fish passage obstacles, and identify needed
stream improvement projects. Final report is scheduled for Sept. 2016.

Lycoming County Planning
Megan Lehman, Lead Planner, introduced Josh Billings, the new County Environmental Planner, and Jenny Picciano,
Community Development Planner. County activities include Chesapeake Bay Strategy (nutrient credits/trading),
Loyalsock Creek River Conservation Plan, Lycoming County Groundwater Quality Monitoring Program, Hazard
Mitigation Program, and the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer (MS4) Program to reduce pollution from urban storm
water. Lauren Robinson is the contact for the MS4 Program.

Muncy Creek Watershed Association
Corey Richmond reported that the Association has been involved with unassessed stream work, and is also doing
educational programs including School Science Day (Right Before Your Eyes). The Chapter has also done stream
stabilization projects on Little Muncy Creek and is planning additional stream projects between Clarkstown and
Lairdsville.

Lycoming College Clean Water Institute (CWI)
Dr. Mel Zimmerman stated that the CWI has completed 351 Unassessed Waters stream assessments between 20102014. These assessments can lead to Class A wild trout classification by the PAFBC and Exceptional Value Protected Waters Status. CWI recently found a rare Mountain Brook Lamprey in a Genesee watershed stream. Dr. Peter
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Patoka's continues his Hellbender research and has provided eggs to the Bronx Zoo for Hellbender introductions in
New York state watersheds. Student projects include stream restoration projects on Shamokin and Little Muncy
Creeks, Lycoming County farm project near Elimsport, Trophic study of Rose Valley Lake, and Bass Virus research.

Endless Mountains Resource Conservation and Development Council (EMRCD)
EMRCD is a six county regional natural resources conservation 501c3 nonprofit organization. Mike Lovegreen discussed the new PA Stream Processes Guide for Watershed Organizations and others who want to do stream projects.
EMRCD has also been active in educational activities including the Floodplain Management Summits, WINGS
(Wildlife Incentives for Non-Game and Game Species) and Low Impact Development Demos.

Northcentral PA Conservancy (NPC)
The Northcental PA Conservancy is a land trust devoted to conserving the working farm and forest lands and watersheds in Northcentral PA. The Conservancy works with PAFBC, DEP, and the County Conservation Districts on
stream improvement projects, according to Charlie Schwarz, Land Protection Specialist for NPC. He briefed the attendees about the Wallis Run Project. The Conservancy also maintains many Conservation Easements.

Loyalsock Creek Watershed Association
Steve Szoke stated that the Association has been involved in two stream cleanups with Clinton Co. Cleanscapes. 140
out of 510 unnamed tributaries have been assessed. Susquehanna Univ. conducted a survey of Scar Run after severe
flooding and documented a very good trout population recovery. The Association has a number of Acid Mine Drainage projects, including a lime dosing program on Open Run, a tributary to Lopez Creek. The proposed Chief water
withdrawal site is a concern. The Association participated in the Wallis Run project. The Rose Valley/Mill Creek
Watershed Association has merged with the Loyalsock Creek Watershed Association.

Susquehanna Greenway Partnership & Pine Creek Preservation Association/Watershed Council
Jerry Walls commented about the new Commonwealth Court rule that the DCNR Secretary now has authority over
oil and gas leasing of State lands. Jersey Shore now has a public river access that is linked to the Pine Creek Rail
Trail. He invited attendees to the annual Susquehanna Greenway River Sojourn which will be between Jersey Shore
and Muncy from June 18-22nd.
Jim Weaver stated that the Pine Creek Council has brought together many partners working for the betterment of the
Pine Creek Valley. The Council provides environmental education, one example being printing conservation messages on coasters for Pine Creek Valley restaurants. The Council also put together an award winning Oil and Gas
Design Guide to promote more environmentally sensitive gas development. There will be a Policy Summit in June.

Lycoming Audubon Society
Reverend Larry Waltz stated that the mission of the Audubon Society is “To conserve and restore natural ecosystems
focusing on birds, other wildlife and habitats for the benefit of humanity and earth’s biological diversity.” He said
that Audubon would like to partner more with TU and other conservation organizations in the future.

Lycoming Creek Watershed Association
Mike Ditchfield said that the Association has been somewhat dormant of late but has worked on a fish habitat enhancement project (where?) and is partnering with the Susquehanna Chapter of TU on the Rock Run Watershed Assessment.

Lycoming County Conservation District
Carey Entz summarized the Dirt and Gravel Program and stream bank fencing programs which benefit the watersheds.
Respectfully submitted,
Kevin McJunkin, Secretary
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore Central Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events
March 3, 2015
Fly tying class to be held
March 10, 2015
Fly tying class to be held
March 11, 2015
Chapter Meeting
March 17, 2015
Fly tying class to be held
March 17, 2015
Project Healing Waters
and final Fly tying class
March 31, 2015
Project Healing Waters
April 4, 2015
SE Regional Opening
day of Trout

April 8, 2015
Chapter Meeting
April 11, 2015
Mentored Youth Fishing
April 14, 2015
Project Healing Waters
April 18, 2015
Opening day of Trout
April 28, 2015
Project Healing Waters

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
John Bailey
Kaelyn Koser
Gregg Saunders
Our membership currently stands at 225 Members and
2 Youth Members

Chapter meetings

May 24, 2015
Fish For Free Day in PA Held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month and are open to
the public and begin at 7:30 pm. Meetings are held at the
First Presbyterian Church of Williamsport in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted), 102 East 3rd Street, Williamsport. Parking is in the rear of the Church along Mulberry Street.
No meetings are held in May, June, July, August or
December

