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Rock Run Watershed Assessment
Shawn Rummell, Field and Research Coordinator of
Trout Unlimited's Eastern Abandoned Mine Project will
be the featured speaker on Wednesday Nov. 12 at 7:30
p.m. at the monthly meeting of Susquehanna Chapter, TU
in the Fellowship Hall of First Presbyterian Church, E.
3rd and Mulberry Sts., Williamsport. Rock Run, tributary of Lycoming Creek at Ralston, is well known as one
of the most scenic mountain streams in PA as well as a
favorite and historic trout stream. However, legacy coal
mining, acid rain deposition, acidic headwaters bogs, and
geology lacking in acid buffering capacity have compromised the watershed's ability to be a productive trout fishery.
Dr. Rummell will present information describing how TU's Eastern Abandoned Mine Project can facilitate the
process of obtaining a grant to perform a technical assessment of the Rock Run watershed to determine water quality
issues and opportunities to remediate and improve the watershed's aquatic and fishery resources.
All members are encouraged to attend to hear how our chapter can assist and participate in laying the groundwork
for potential projects to improve this incredibly important and beautiful natural area.
by Walt Nicholson

Unassessed Waters Program
As you are aware, the Chapter has been actively involved in the unassessed waters program with the Pennsylvania
Fish and Boat Commission.
Earlier this year you were ask to go out and fish the unassessed streams in our region and to fill out a short survey
form. The Fish Commission is requesting that all forms be turned in and recorded by the end of November.
If you have any forms that have not yet been turned in, please do so as soon as possible so that we can record the
results. Forms can be sent to Carey Entz-Rine at the following: Lycoming County Conservation District, 542 County
Farm Road, Suite 202, Montoursville, PA 17754; (570)433-3003; centz@lyco.org
We hope that you have had a successful season fishing and that success will continue over the winter months.

This Holiday Season
It is hard to believe that the year is almost over and that the Holiday season is upon us. The Chapter does not have
any meetings in December and no Susquehanna Ripples will be published. The next issue of the Susquehanna Ripples will be the January 2015 issue and the next meeting of the Chapter will be January 14, 2015.
We hope that you will be able to be out fishing over the next few months and to enjoy the beautiful outdoors.
There are many fishing opportunities for those who seek them and please be safe during the winter months (cold and
freezing temperature, ice, snow, slippery surfaces).
Lastly, we wish all of you a very safe and happy Holiday Season and hope that you are able to enjoy time with
family and friends.

Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place fillets in baking dish,
skin side down. Season to taste with your favorite seasonings. Sprinkle Italian bread crumbs over the fillets to
completely cover them. Bake uncovered for 25 minutes
or until the fish flakes easily with a fork. The bread
crumbs will turn light brown.

Proposed Special Regulation
Redesignation
Pine Creek, Lycoming County

2012 Fishing Highlights - North American Fishing Club

More items donated for our next sale !
Our chapter has received some nice items for our
next sale from Linn Kromer. Some good books, instructional video tapes, a nice framed copy of a brook trout
print by Mark Sussino, etc. Thanks, Linn! Keep talking
to people you know who are ready to cut back on or quit
fishing or tying to help build our inventory for the next
sale.
David Craig

Recipe of the Month
Baked and Breaded Trout
2 pound trout fillets
Italian bread crumbs
Seasons (salt, pepper, garlic, lemon pepper, etc.)

Officer and Directors
President: David Craig
Email: davsalc@comcast.net
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Email: kevinmcjunkin@comcast.net
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At the next Commission meeting on January 21
and 22, 2015, the Commission will consider a proposal to remove the designation of Pine Creek, Lycoming County, from the
confluence of Slate Run
downstream to the confluence of Bonnell Run,
as a Delayed Harvest Artificial Lures Only Area
under §65.6 (relating to
delayed harvest artificial
lures only areas) and designate it as a Catch and
Release All-tackle Area under §65.15 (relating to
catch and release all-tackle areas), effective upon publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.
At this time, the Commission is soliciting public
input concerning the above re-designation (Public
Comment Period is October 25 - December 24, 2014).
Persons with comments, objections or suggestions
concerning the re-designation are invited to submit
comments in writing to Executive Director, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, P.O. Box 67000,
Harrisburg, PA 17106-7000, within 60 days after publication of this notice in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.
Comments submitted by facsimile will not be accepted.

Treasurer: Bob Baker
Email: boblbaker@comcast.net
Home: 570-321-7806

Board of Directors
Joe Radley
Carey Entz-Rine
Steve Szoke

Chapter Advisors
Bill O’Connor
Bob Rinn
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster
Bob Baker
susquehannatu.wordpress.com
susquehannatu@gmail.com
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Ernest Hille—Icon from
the Golden Age of
fly Fishing

There was a time, starting in the
late 1920’s when automobiles became more reliable for travel to
trout waters, and when trout were
plentiful. Many aid anglers tied
their own flies, creating a pastime
requiring sources for feathers,
hooks, and many specialized items
not found in tackle shops. Material
procurement was a problem.
A Cleveland couple, Hilda and
Ernest Hille who migrated from
Germany, realized this need, and
started a fly and lure making material business in their home. Hille’s
customer list included addresses
from the mountains of Central
Pennsylvania, a fisherman’s paradise, and soon friendships developed leading to a family move, including their daughter, to Williamsport during 1941.
The business flourished, prime
evidence of America’s dream for
hard working people. Ernest was
employed by Williamsport Technical Institute as a teacher of tool and
die making while his wife attended
to the bulk of daily shop activity. E.
Hille became a name known to fishermen throughout the United States
and Europe.
Our military wanted occupational therapy for disabled soldiers
during WW2: fly tying proved to be
an ideal solution. E. Hille Company
furnished many kits for Walter Reed
Hospital. Each kit was designed to
furnished 2,400 man hours of fly
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tying activity for trout and bass fishing.
The outdoor writers of that time
became acquainted with Ernest
Hille. Ray Bergman, a notable author, referenced him in the classic
book, Trout. John Alden Knight,
originator of the Solunar Tables,
was a fishing friend. Dick Williamson, writing as Dick Forteny for the
Grit Publishing Company, was another fishing companion.
The Harrisburg Fly Fishers Club
attracted many anglers for their annual spring meeting. Attendance
with Ernie was always a treat since
he knew a lot of interesting and
knowledgeable people. Who were
anxious to talk with him. These
gatherings lasted well into the evening. Ernie received the Order of
the Hat award for his involvement
in the sport of fishing.
Ernie, serving as the first Treasurer, championed our Susquehanna
Chapter of Trout Unlimited. He
made his business office available
for director’s meetings. What a
great atmosphere for conducting
matters of conservation midst the
inventories of feathers and fishing
paraphernalia.
His contacts were useful for program material. We had some very
interesting speakers, his friends in
the fishing world, Sam Slamaker
and Bus Grove for example.
And, he fished. Trout fishing
was a start, but his interests extended into Europe and Africa. Pictures of big fish are a part of the
family history. Muskie fishing attracted much of his attention in later
life.
We lost Ernie in 1977. Today,
years later, fishermen remember the
famous worldwide E. Hille Co.
catalog, a name that brings forth
many good memories of a time that
was, and will forever be beyond the
comprehension of trout fishermen in
the future.

This was an article in the September
2009 Susquehanna Ripples written
by Bob Rinn

Fly Pattern Trading Cards by Toppin’ the Waders Trading
www.flyshack.com
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Treasurer’s Report for
September 1, 2014 thru October 31, 2014

Treasurer's Report for fiscal year 2014
October 1, 2013 thru September 30, 2014

Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer

Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer

Checking Account
Beginning Balance September 1, 2014 $2,581.74
Deposits:
Donation
$5.00
Sale of Hat
$15.00
Total Deposits

$20.00

Expenses:
Bob Baker - Mail Seals
September
$18.98
October
$9.49
Bob Baker - Newsletter Printing
July 2014
$94.77
September
$111.72
October 2014 $102.22
Postmaster (Bulk Mail Postage)
Sales Tax
Checking Account Balance 10/31/14

$28.47

TOTAL Income
$308.71

$200.00
$8.37
$2,056.19

Savings Account
Beginning Balance September 1, 2014 $5,080.57
Deposits:
No Deposits
Statements not received for September or October
Savings Account Expenses
No Expenses
Savings Account Balance 10/31/14

$5,080.57

Checking Account Total
Savings Account Total
Total Money in Bank

$2,056.19
$5,080.57
$7,136.76

A person shall wear a
Coast Guard approved personal flotation device
(PFD or life jacket) during
the cold weather months
from November 1st
through April 30th while
underway or at anchor on
boats less than 16 feet in
length or any canoe or
kayak .
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Income
Dividend
$2.76
Donation
$212.41
Income:anniversary Dinner
$1,645.00
Income:anniversary Dinner:Silent Auction $1,139.01
Income:Hat and Patches
$325.00
Merchandise To Sell (fishing and fly tying) $266.00
New Member Rebate
$150.00
$3,740.18

EXPENSES
Anniversary:Picture frame for Sosino Print $255.46
Anniversary:33 East
$2,097.70
Anniversary:Dinner Program copies
$7.42
Anniversary:History Booklet
$128.43
Anniversary:Name Tags
$28.61
Anniversary:Silent Auction Items
$120.00
Anniversary:Speaker Ken Hunter
$200.00
Bank Charge:Service Charge
$11.00
Chapter Meetings:donation to Church
$150.00
Dues:PEDF
$100.00
Fundraising:small games of chance license $125.00
Fundraising:Hats
$655.20
Fundraising:patches
$273.00
General Expenses
various copying throughout year
69.60
Refund of money for banquet
$70.00
General Expenses:In Memory Of
$50.00
General Expenses:office Supplies
$119.60
Newsletter printing
$1,096.06
Post Office:Box Rental
$62.00
Post Office:Bulk Mail Permit
$200.00
Post Office:Bulk Mail Postage
$150.00
Projects:Unassessed Waters Project
$2,000.00
Sales Tax
$65.05
TOTAL EXPENSES

$8,034.13

OVERALL TOTAL

-$4,277.27
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Turning Hunting Success
into Fly Tying Material
By John Allen
Tying flies is an enjoyable hobby
that enhances one’s experience in
the world of fly fishing. Fly tying
materials can be rather expensive,
however, many of these materials
can be found in Pennsylvania's wilderness. If you’re a hunter or trapper, you have access to more fly
tying supplies than you will ever
need. The challenge is cleaning and
preserving the materials and knowing which material to use to make a
fly.
Cleaning
If you want the entire skin, you
must flush out as much meat and fat
as possible in order to preserve it.
The wing of a bird is the most difficult part of an animal to clean. If it
is not done correctly, you will find
maggots in your tying supplies
within a few weeks. When handling
any type of game, whether it is a
skin or plucked feathers, you should
always assume that is has some
bugs in it. To be safe, place the item
in the freezer for a month. This
should kill any possible eggs or larvae.
When the item is thawed, you
should wash it with a mild detergent. The only items you don’t want
to wash are waterfowl feathers. The
Cul de Canard feathers on the underside will allow a fly to float
without adding any synthetic
floatant to the fly.
Preserving
If you just want to dry the skin
enough to tie flies with it, lay it on a
flat surface such as a board or the
bottom of a cardboard box. Then
sprinkle 1/4 inch thick layer of borax on the exposed flesh. After a
few days, remove the borax and feel
the skin to ensure that is dry all
over. If there are any wet spots,

November 2014

reapply the borax. Let it dry out for
one to two days. Unfortunately,
borax will make the skin very
tough. However, this is usually your
best option when preserving birds.
When you want a soft flexible
skin, tan it. You will need to find a
taxidermy supply company and purchase a tanning formula. Follow the
directions on the formula or consult
a taxidermist on the tanning process. If you plan to dye your materials, I strongly suggest tanning the
hide. The tanning solution will
thoroughly clean and remove all
greases from the animal’s hair, allowing the dye to hold to the animal’s hair better. Remember, you
cannot dye hair a lighter color. First,
you will need to bleach the hair.
After the item has been preserved, you should routinely check
it to ensure that bugs are not present. Store the preserved item in a
separate location from your store
bought materials.

types of feathers, but the colors and
sizes vary. Like a turkey, the wings
are great for both biots and wing
cases. Flank feathers, which cover
the wings, are popular in making
dry fly wings. The breast feathers
make great dry fly tails. The Cul de
Canard is often used as a substitute
for both wings and hackle. It is
commonly used to make emerging
mayfly patterns.
As for small game, almost every
small mammal that you hunt has
hair that will work well as dubbing.
Pheasant tails are used as tails, bodies and wing cases for many different nymph patterns. Woodcock and
grouse feathers make good soft
hackle collars.
Hunters come across an abundant supply of fly tying material
each season. The best part about
using preserved game materials to
tie flies is that it allows you to feed
one sport while taking part in another.

Converting from game to fly
Deer hair is one of the most
popular materials used in fly tying.
There is not a hair on the deer’s
body that cannot be used for a fly.
Hair around the head is used for
small caddis wings and comparadun
-style flies. In the area of the spine,
you will find hair suitable for most
cassis wings. Hair along the side of
the body is great for spinning hair
on hopper patterns and medium
sized bass bugs. The rump and belly
hair is great for larger bass bugs,
and the tail is typically used for
streamers.
A turkey has almost as many
uses as a deer, because many of the
feathers can be used as a substitute
for other types of feathers. Wings
are great for biots and wing cases on
nymphs. The tail also works well
for wing cases. The fluffy feathers
on the belly are marabou, which are
used mostly for streamer tails.
Ducks and geese have similar

The above is an article that was
published in the September / October 2010 issue of the Pennsylvania
Angler and Boater.

Continued Trout Fishing
Opportunities
The Extended Season (approved
trout waters and all waters downstream of approved trout waters)
runs from Sept. 2 through Dec. 31
and Jan. 1 through Feb. 28. The
minimum size is 7 inches and the
daily limit is 3 (combined).
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore Central Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events
November 1, 2014
Mandatory cold weather life jacket wear
November 12, 2014
Chapter Meeting—Rock Run Watershed Assessment
and Possible Project for Chapter

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Bryan Nelson
Leonard Specht
Joe Tagliaferri

December 29, 2014
Deadline for submissions for the January 2015 issue of
the Susquehanna Ripples
January 14, 2015
Chapter Meeting - Annual Watershed Summit
February 11, 2015
Chapter Meeting
March 11, 2015
Chapter Meeting

Chapter meetings
Held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month and are open to
the public and begin at 7:30 pm. Meetings are held at the
First Presbyterian Church of Williamsport in the Fellowship
Hall (unless otherwise noted), 102 East 3rd Street, Williamsport. Parking is in the rear of the Church along Mulberry Street.
No meetings are held in May, June, July, August or
December

