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Celebrating 50 Years 1964 – 2014
Anniversary Celebration Invitation Enclosed
Just over 50 years ago, a small group of friends, fishermen and outdoorsman came
together to discuss the need to protect the trout waters of Central Pennsylvania. These
fishermen realized that trout were a special gift and that the public needed to be educated on the dangers facing trout and the need to protect the waterways. As a result,
the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited was formed. We thank these men for
their vision and dedication as they laid the foundation for our Chapter to build upon.
Because of this, our Chapter has reached a milestone that we should be proud of. We
salute our founding members and thank them for coming together to protect the
streams and waterways of Central Pennsylvania by forming this great Chapter.
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Let’s say you time traveled back to 1964. What do you think you would find? Well, for one thing, the Beatles made
their first appearance on Ed Sullivan (you do remember Ed Sullivan?) Lyndon Johnson was elected President. And, as
everybody knows, the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited was chartered.
Since you were interested in fishing, you would immediately join and seek gear to indulge in some fishing. Good
fortune would be with you right in Williamsport was just the place to get all the gear you need. Of course, I speak of E.
Hille Angling Supply.
You would be happy to find all the gear you need there. However, there’s no graphite rods or breathable waders.
They have a fine Lamiflex rod kit which would include a 7 1/2 ft. rod, reel and a DT 6 wt. line for only $25.80. This was
the period when the old line designations were phasing out (such as HDH was now DT5F). You could get a vest for
$5.95; hip boots or chest waders (with wading shoes) were from $12.00 to $21.70. If you wanted to tie your own flies,
you could get Mustad 94840’s (dries) for 100 for $1.29.
You have to realize these prices are low now but reflective of wages then. However, one thing has changed - there
weren’t nearly as many fishermen out there as there are now. One thing that hasn’t changed is the need to keep working
to maintain our waters and keep them safe and productive now for the future. TU was founded for that and we have to
keep on message to do that. Tight lines.
***Joe Radley
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Our Chapter Name
At the first meeting of the Chapter on February 6,
1964, a discussion was held on choosing a name for
the new Chapter. There were several names discussed by the members present but two were at the
top of the list: Susquehanna and Central Pennsylvania. After a vote, the Chapter officially became
the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited. We
were the 5th Chapter in Pennsylvania (Chapters already present were in Pittsburg, Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and Allentown).

Loyalsock Creek River Conservation
Plan
Chapter Member Miranda Ludwig caught this winter
steelhead on December 29, 2013 while fishing the Salmon
River in Pulaski, New York. This beauty was caught using a spin rod and a pink bubble gum worm and after this
photo was taken, Miranda released it back into the river.
Congratulations Miranda!!
(submit your photo’s to boblbaker@comcast.net along
with a brief description)

Montana's stream access law stays strong
Below is a link to an article that appeared in High Country
News. It address’s fishing access to many areas and may
be of interest to many of you who fish out west. http://
www.hcn.org/issues/43.12/Montana's-stream-access-lawstays-strong
***Walt Nicholson

Penn College Show on February 15
Four chapter members hosted a booth at the show. Attendance was very light, and not all exhibitors came, due to
the poor weather conditions. We did sign up one new
member, Steve Shaner, who lives in Muncy. Welcome
Steve! Three other prospective members took applications, and had an interest in our fly tying class. We did
manage to sell $66.00 worth of used equipment. The
show closed at 3 P.M., due to lack of attendance.
***David Craig

Officer and Directors
President: David Craig
Email: davsalc@comcast.net
Home: 570-326-1002
Cell: 570-971-4744
Vice President: Walt Nicholson
Email: walt.nicholson10@gmail.com
Secretary: Walt Nicholson
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The effort to develop a river conservation plan has
been revived, and a meeting of interested parties was
held on December 18. I asked Jerry Walls to represent the Chapter, since he was a key contributor to
the development of the Pine Creek River Conservation Plan. An effort to develop a plan was made
about four years ago, but it was put on hold due to
tropical storm Lee.
Jerry reports that about fifteen people attended the
meeting, including DCNR Bureau of Recreation and
Conservation, State Parks, Bureau of Forestry, Loyalsock Creek Watershed Association, Sullivan
County Commissioner and Planner, North central
Pennsylvania Conservancy, Lycoming County Conservation District, Mel Zimmerman of Lycoming
College, and John Niles of Selinsgrove University. The plan is to apply for a DCNR grant to finance development of the plan. DCNR wants to
engage youth in the process, so an out-reach program is being planned to involve all high schools in
the watershed. Efforts to involve other environmentally involved organizations will also be made, and
our chapter may find ways to support the implementation of the plan.
A February meeting is planned to continue the
process.
*** David Craig

Treasurer: Bob Baker
Email: boblbaker@comcast.net
Home: 570-321-7806
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Trout Kickoff
Started in 1977, the Trout Kickoff was the major fundraiser for the Chapter up until 2011. The first Kickoff
was held at the former Williamsport Area Community
College then moving to the Penn Street Armory the second and subsequent years. After moving to the Armory,
the Kickoff “exploded in popularity.” The winter was
winding down and trout season was just around the corner
and what a great opportunity to get out and stock up on
fishing supplies and see old friends. The Kickoff was held
the first part of March each year and what a great way
cure that cabin fever that had built up over the previous
months.
Attendance at the first show was more than 1200 people and quickly jumped to 10,000+ people for the weekend the second year. Attendance continued to grow each
year as did the number of vendors wanting to participate.
The Kickoff soon outgrew the Armory and moved to the
former Roosevelt Middle School in Williamsport. The
Kickoff eventually moved to hotels downtown, the former
Montoursville Fireman’s Social hall, and ending at the
Pickelner Arena at the YMCA.

Through the years we were fortunate to have had many
notable anglers and fly tiers present talks and demonstrations. Names like Lee and Joan Wulff, Bob Bachman,
Barry Beck, Joe Humphreys, Lefty Kreh, and Bob
McCullough. Fly tyers from our Chapter who demonstrated their skills were Don Bastian, Dave Rothrock, and
Bill O’Connor. Ralph Adele, former Executive Director
of the Fish and Boat Commission also attended.
The Chapter started the fish pond sometime in the
early to mid 80’s and this proved to be a hit with the kids.
Trout of various sizes were bought and kids were able to
keep the fish they caught if they wanted to. This too was
a means of raising funds for the Chapter.
As mentioned above, the final Trout Kickoff was held
in 2011 and there are many theories as to why the interest
decreased. The number of vendors and attendees greatly
decreased over the last few years and it was no longer a
fundraiser for the Chapter. After long discussions, it was
decided to end it and find other means of fundraising.
The first show held in 1977 raised approximately $800
for the Chapter and grew to be several thousand dollars
by the time it ended.
Dan Alters contributed to this article

Photo courtesy of Mike O’Brien

Photo courtesy of Mike O’Brien

http://www.northcentralpa.com/article/o%E2%80%99brienoutdoors-33rd-annual-trout-kickoff

http://www.northcentralpa.com/article/o%E2%80%99brienoutdoors-trout-unlimited-hosts-annual-outdoor-show

Recipe of the Month
Tasty Pickled Pike
Water
1 cup pickling salt
5 lbs northern pike fillets
White vinegar
2 cups Saturn wine
3 large onions, sliced
Final Pickling Mixture:
6 cups vinegar
3 cups sugar
1 box pickling spices
Fill wide-mouth gallon jar half full
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of cold water and add pickling salt;
stir until dissolved. Cut fillets in
1/2 inch wide chunks and place
into brine solution until jar is full.
Refrigerate for 48 hours. Drain,
rinse and return to jar; cover with
vinegar and refrigerate for 24
hours. In saucepan, combine final
pickling mixture ingredients. Boil
for 10 minutes and set aside to
cool. When cool, add 2 cups Saturn
wine. Drain vinegar and remove
fish from jar. Place layer of sliced
onions in jar, then layer of fish.
Repeat until jar is nearly full. Pour
spice mixture over fish and refrigerate and will be ready to eat in 4
days. Dale Galbreath (NAFC Fish Traditions: Member Recipes)

Trout Unlimited Website
While preparing mailing labels for the
February 2014 Susquehanna
Ripples, as well as for this issue, I
found mistakes on the list provided by
National Trout Unlimited. They indicated that when they went to the new
website, they encountered several
problems with the transfer. Not all
members information transferred to the
new system and in some cases, only
partial information was transferred.
They are aware of the problems and
are working to correct it. I have attempted to correct any mistakes that I
have found and I apologize if I did not
correct them all. I will stay in touch
with Trout Unlimited until the problems are corrected.
***Bob Baker
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Blue gill caught by Richard Packer Jr. is held up by James
Collins, right, of 340 Rural Avenue, one of the Trout Unlimited
members who assisted in the family fishing clinic at Rose Valley today. The boy’s father, Richard, and his sister, Tammy,
look at the fish. The Packer’s live at 2513 Grand Street.

French spinners are a great
lure for stream fishing because the small blade will
spin even in the slowest
moving water. Cast it out
and let it drift in the current and the blade will spin.
These lures usually have no dressings on the hook and
are small to medium size. There are plenty of inline
spinner making kits on the market or you can buy the
materials yourself and make them. There is no better
satisfaction of catching a trout (or any other fish) on a
lure you made yourself.

Casting for Recovery is a National Program that provides
women who have been affected by breast cancer a chance to
learn something new and to introduce them into the sport of
fly fishing. The Chapter has started the program by teaching
fly tying and then going out and fishing with the new flies
the women tied. The above photo is from the Williamsport
Sun Gazette, June 3, 2007. Chapter member Bruce Smay
provides guidance and instruction to one of the participants
while on Lycoming Creek. Photograph by
David Thompson of the Williamsport Sun Gazette.
Step 4: Using needle nose pliers grab
the wire shaft about 1/4" above the
clevises and bend the wire three quarters around the nose of the pliers.
Step 5: Now Wrap the tag end of the
wire shaft tightly around the shaft.
Wrap two complete turns.
Step 6:: Trim excess wire as closely
to the shaft as possible.

Step 1: Place hook eye in eye of
open loop wire shaft.
You now have a complete spinner and
it took less than a minute to make.
Step 2: Pinch the two ends of
the wire shaft together and slip the
desired brass spinner body down
the shaft. With small spinners you
may have to trim the tag end of the
spinners haft a little.

http://www.luremaking.com/howto/frenchspinner.htm

Step 3: Slide remaining body components & the desired spinner
blade with clevis onto the shaft. .

March 2014
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SAVE THIS SHEET – it has all the details of the Chapters 50th Anniversary
We’ll gather on Saturday, April 5, 2014 from 6 – 10 PM at 33 East 3rd Street, Williamsport. We’ll be in the 2nd floor,
private banquet room with its attached side bar.
From 6 – 7, there will be a reception with cash bar and passed Hors d'oeuvres of fresh vegetables and cut cheeses with
dip and crackers. In addition to catching up with old friends and making new ones, take some time to stroll the memorabilia display and silent auction. The cost of the reception and dinner is only $35 per person.
Shortly before 7:00, we will adjourn to the banquet room for the buffet dinner. Groups of 8 may reserve a table by sending a check for $280. We ask you to write all the names on the reservation form so we can do name tags. All other tables
will be open seating. Checks have to be sent with the reservation form. Sorry but we are not set up to do credit cards.
The Silent Auction will be open for bids all through the evening (except for our speaker’s presentation).
The dinner menu will be:
Bread / butter
Mixed greens salad with balsamic vinaigrette and ranch dressings
Fresh fruit (seasonal)
Sliced top round of beef with au jus
Stuffed chicken breast with herbed cream sauce
Oven roasted red potatoes
Vegetables sautéed in butter and seasonings
Chocolate mousse cake
Coffee / Ice tea
A vegetarian dinner is available – just note so on the reservation form.
Following dinner, we will have an entertaining program by Ken Hunter, a well-known local artist, writer, and sportsman.
Following Ken’s program, we will have a BRIEF review of our Chapters history and acknowledge our honored guests.
The evening will finish with final bids on the Silent Auction. Join us for an evening of memories and fellowship. Just
complete the reservation form below and return it with your check by March 24.
If you have any questions, please call David Craig at (cell) 570-971-4744 or (home) 570-326-1002
Please detach below and return with your payment
Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited 50th Anniversary
April 5, 2014, 6-10 PM
Name ________________________________________________________________________
Phone #___________________________________(C)_________________________________
Email_______________________________________
Number of People attending_________ x $35
Total__________
Please make checks payable to Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited.
Vegetarian Dinner (#)__________________________
Reservations and payment must be received by March 24, 2014. Please return the reservation form to Susquehanna
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, PO Box 1132, Williamsport, PA 17703-1132

March 2014
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Directions to 33 East Restaurant
Coming from West on Rout 220/180/15 – Take exit 27A, getting into the left land at light. Turn left on Market Street
and get in the right lane. At light at Market and Third street, turn right onto East Third Street. 33 East is on your left on
that block. Park in public parking lot J across the street. Do not worry about the sign saying permits are required. This
applies during the day.
Coming from East 220/180, take exit 27A and get into right lane. At light, turn right onto Market Street and get in the
right lane. At light at Market and Third street, turn right onto East Third Street. 33 East is on your left on that block.
Park in public parking lot J across the street. Do not worry about the sign saying permits are required. This applies during the day.

March 2014
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Our Celebration is for Everyone

Fly Pattern Trading Cards by Toppin’ the Waders Trading
www.flyshack.com

The success of any organization can be attributed to any number of reasons. Most commonly this success is due to the efforts and dedication of
its members.
We are, and have been, very fortunate to have had 7 founding members who believed in the goals and mission of trout unlimited and to organize a local Chapter. Two of these founders, Bill O'Connor and Bob
Rinn remain very active with the Chapter. They serve as advisors and are
routinely ask for their guidance and opinions to various issues. These
men continue to play a vital role in shaping this chapter and in the direction we are going.
We must also pay tribute to the membership. We currently have 228
members and the support, help and dedication of each and every one of
these members has also contributed to our success. The role each member
plays in our Chapter is different but each person contributes in his or her
own way and this is appreciated more than we can express.
Of equal importance, and often overlooked, is the role that other individuals, business' and organizations have played in our longevity and success.
This list is too numerous to mention everyone who has helped this
Chapter reach this milestone and we do not want to attempt to do so because we would undoubtedly miss some.
Whether it was a financial contribution, help on a project, standing
with us in support of, or in opposition to, an issue, or providing guidance
and expertise, all is appreciated. We want you to be proud of what you
have done and to share in our celebration.
A thank you does not seem to be enough for everyone who has helped
us reach this milestone of 50 years. But with the thank you, consider
what has been done and realize the streams, waterways, and trout populations of Central Pennsylvania are much better now than they were in
1964.

THANK YOU!
The pictures below are from January 1968 and show Chapter members stocking brook trout eggs in West Mill Creek.
Photo’s provided by Bill O’Connor

March 2014
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Treasurer’s Report for January 1 – 31, 2014
Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer
Checking Account
Beginning Balance January 1, 2014
Deposits:

$4,422.57

Donation from Loyalsock Creek
Watershed Association

$100.00

Donation from Lycoming County
Conservation District

$100.00

Total Deposits

$200.00

Expenses:
33 East (Anniversary Dinner Deposit)

$200.00

Teamwork Graphics (Chapter Hats)
Total Expenses:

$327.60
$527.60

Checking Balance January 31, 2014
Savings Account
Beginning Balance January 1, 2014
Deposits:
Dividend January 15, 2014

$4,094.97

$6,578.34
$0.15

Total Deposits:

$0.15

Savings Account Expenses

$0.00

Savings Account Balance:

$6,578.49

Checking Account Total
Savings Account Total

$4,094.97
$6,578.49

Total Money in Bank
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$10,673.46

Life Member Honor Roll
Daniel Alters
James Bohensky
John Burks
David Craig
Ed Danneker
William Davis
Jim Difilippo
Martin Doughty
Robert Farley
James Furey
Daniel Gandy
Daniel Gandy
Howard Giles
Garry Hager
John Magagna
William McConnell

Gary McWilliams
Bill O’Connor
Thomas Parker
David Person
Thomas Person
Thomas Phillips
Jon Pries
Cecelia Rogers
D. R. Root
Scott Rupert
Mark Sausser
John Schleich
Marcis Sodums
Robert Thomas
Robert Walker
H. Wilkinson

Welcome New Members
Rich Adams
Domenico Aloisio
Andrew Baker
Curiel Bame
Frank Beatty
Craig Beers
Kelly Cooper
Anastasia Crissman
Joseph Gyenes
Shannon Haight
George Johnson
Bruce Kelly Sr.

Charles Knowlden Jr
D. Eric McClure
Curt Phibbs
Patrick Schuler
Steve Shaner
Dominick Smith
Victor Spotts
Herbert Stratton
Glenn Trick
William Tucker
Fred Watkins
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The Gray’s Run restoration project in the spring of 1967 involved
repairing and restoration of dams
and the installation of deflectors,
gabions, channel blocks and other
means to direct the stream back
into the main channel as well as
removal of a large amount of debris (brush and trees). More than
200 men and boys from the Chapter, Gray’s Run club members, the
Boy Scouts, PA fish Commission,
PA Game Commission and PA
Dept of Forests and Waters, as
well as other interested sportsmen
all participated in this 3 day project. Photo’s on the right were obtained from the February 1968 edition of the Pennsylvania Angler
which did a story on this project.
The Photo’s on the left were provided by Bill O’Connor

Boy Scouts
The Chapter has always enjoyed a great relationship with the Susquehanna Council of the Boy Scouts of America. This
relationship started just after the Chapter was formed by working on restoration projects together (as they did on Gray’s
Run). The Chapter has also participated in numerous camporees with them and have provided fly and spin casting instruction, fly tying, rod building and assisting the scouts in earning their fly fishing and fishing merit badges. Photo’s
provided by Walt Nicholson and Bob Baker
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703 - 1132

The Mission of the Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited is to work to conserve, protect and restore Central
Pennsylvania’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds

Upcoming Events
March 11, 2014
Fly Tying Class at First Presbyterian Church at 7 pm

April 9, 2014
Chapter Meeting
April 12, 2014
Statewide Opening of Trout

March 12, 2014
Chapter Meeting—Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
Representative will be present to discuss the Unassessed Waters
Project
March 18, 2014
Fly Tying Class at First Presbyterian Church at 7 pm
March 22, 2014
Regional Mentored Youth Fishing Day for SE/SC Pennsylvania
March 29, 2014
Opening Day of Trout for the SE Counties of Pennsylvania
April 5, 2014
Anniversary Banquet at 33 East. 6 pm thru 10 pm
April 5, 2014
Statewide Mentored Youth Trout Day - Statewide

Coming in April
The Fishing Issue of the Susquehanna Ripples. Deadlines for
submissions is March 24, 2014. Please consider contributing
something

Chapter meetings
Held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month and are open to
the public and begin at 7:30 pm. Meetings are held at the
First Presbyterian Church of Williamsport in the Fellowship Hall (unless otherwise noted), 102 East 3rd Street,
Williamsport. Parking is in the rear of the Church along
Mulberry Street.
No meetings are held in May, June, July, August or
December

