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Many Topics to be discussed at November
Meeting
At the November 14, 2012 meeting of the Chapter, we will have
several presenters present. Mitch Blake, Pennsylvania Marcellus
Shale Field Organizer for Trout Unlimited, will give a brief update
on the status of the Marcellus shale program, what the stream monitors have been finding and the future of the program.
Also presenting will be several Chapter members who will give
updates and information on their fishing trips throughout the West,
Maine, and the Delaware River. Other information will be shared
as to the local fishing and all from our members.
The meeting will be held at the First Presbyterian Church of

Williamsport in the Fellowship Hall, 102 East 3rd Street, Williamsport, at 7:30 pm. We hope to see you there.

New Life Jacket Requirement Started
November 1

7 open Director Positions
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Bob Baker (821 Wilson Street,
Williamsport, PA17701-5449)

15 likes so far

Beginning November 1 and lasting through April 30, boaters are
required to wear a life jacket while underway or at anchor on boats
less than 16 feet in length or any canoe or kayak, under a new state
regulation passed in September by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission (PFBC).
“Life jackets are the most important piece of safety equipment on a
boat,” says Laurel Anders, director of the PFBC Bureau of Boating
and Outreach. “According to Pennsylvania’s boating accident reports, almost 80 percent of all boating fatalities happen to boaters
not wearing a life jacket. A disproportionate number of the fatalities
occur during the months of November through April. During these
cold weather months, boaters are especially at risk due to the water
temperature and the risk of sudden cold water immersion.”
Taken from the PFBC website

Trout Run Park Fishing Platform Finally a Reality
Submitted by Dave Craig

The platform was finally constructed on November 3rd. The platform was originally suggested by Joe
Radley in June of 2009, and was designed by David Craig in 2010 after the Township indicated a desire
to support the project. The following two years were spent pursuing funding and approvals of the project. Finally, in September of this year, Dave Swift, Lewis Township Supervisor, advised us that funding would be provided and we could proceed.
A tentative construction date of October 27 was delayed, since materials could not be obtained in
time. Construction was re-scheduled for November 3, and a call sent out for volunteers. Only for members would commit to coming. On the 27th, four members, David Craig, Mike Ditchfield, Walt Nicholson, and Jim Latini, along with three volunteers, Ted Craig, Chris Waltz, and Mark Lewis, met at 8
A.M. to start construction. The water level had receeded just enough so that the whole frame was above
it. The seven began to work as an amazingly well-coordinated team to make the project a reality. Temperature never exceeded the forties for the whole day. We actually had a great time and a few laughs as
we saw the rapid progress. At 5 P.M., it was done! The township is now planning other improvements
to the park, which is a great location.
The Township will now figure out a usable ramp to provide access for handicapped people to enjoy
the platform, which overlooks a great fishing hole. Nice to know, if I ever have need of it! I suggest
that all members stop at the park and see what the chapter has done in cooperation with the Township. Thanks to our volunteers for bringing the project to a reality.

Pictures submitted by David Craig and Walt Nicholson
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Treasurers Report for the Period September 1, 2012 —October 31, 2012
Submitted by Bob Baker, Treasurer

Checking Account
$1,240.12

Beginning Balance September 1, 2012
No Deposits
Expenses
Bob Baker (Reimbursement)
September printing of Susquehanna Ripples
Mail seals for newsletter
Sales Tax

$ 109.60
$95.10
$ 8.29
$ 6.21

Checking Account Balance
$1,130.52

October 31, 2012
Savings Account

$6,494.06

Beginning Balance September 1, 2012
Deposits
Interest Payment September 15, 2012
Interest Payment October 15, 2012

$
$

Ending balance October 31, 2012

$6,494.60

Checking Account Balance
Savings Account Balance

$1,130.52
$6,494.60

Total money in bank

$7,625.12

0.27
0.27

On October 31, 2012, the required AFR (Annual Financial Report) was filed with National TU and the
990-N was filed with the IRS.

Your Fish Stories and Pictures are wanted!!!!
The Susquehanna Ripples is your newsletter and we want to share what you have done and accomplished. Even though we are a Trout Unlimited Chapter, we welcome any pictures, stories or product
reviews for anything fishing related. Many of you fish around the Country and even in other Countries
and we want to hear about those trips. We are all fishermen and many of us fish for more than one species and want to hear about those other stories and tips as well We want to highlight the achievements
of our members so please consider submitting something to share with others. Contact information is on
the first page.
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State Council to Start Women’s Committee
The PA Council of Trout Unlimited is pursuing a Women’s Committee to enhance membership and participation and is in need of female members who belong to TU and would like to be part of this new
committee. The purpose of the committee is to aid chapters in their efforts to get more active female
members and to recruit new members.
If you are interested or know of someone who may be, please contact Samantha Kutskel, Program Director for the Council (email: c-skutskel@pa.gov, or phone 814-359-5233 or 814-771-7948)

New Anti-Poaching Law
Governor Tom Corbett has signed into law tougher anti-poaching legislation which increases the maximum fine for illegally harvesting fish from $200 to $5,000 and extends the period the Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission (PFBC) can revoke fishing and boating privileges from two to five years.
“This new law will have an immediate impact on our ability to deter large-scale poachers from illegally
taking fish,” said PFBC Executive Director John Arway. “These are the individuals who deliberately
come in after dark and take large amounts of game fish, often by using illegal methods such as netting or
spearing in the streams. In the past, poaching was subject to a $200 maximum fine. Now we can hit violators with up to $5,000 in fines, as well as the cost of replacing the fish they illegally harvest.”
“Weak laws made our waterways extremely vulnerable to poaching, with highly sought-after trophy species of fish repeatedly stolen from our waterways and sold on the black market,” said Rep. Michael
Peifer (R-Greentown), who sponsored the legislation as House Bill 2293. “This is a serious problem that
has a detrimental impact on our regional economy. Under this law, we finally have a punishment that fits
the crime."
The law creates a new section in the Fish and Boat code for “serious unlawful take,” which increases the
penalty for harvesting more than the legal daily limit of fish from a summary offense of the first degree
to a misdemeanor of the second degree. It also allows the PFBC to collect from violators the costs to
replace the poached fish, and it increases the amount of time a violator can be sentenced to prison from a
maximum of 90 days to two years.
The law will be particularly beneficial in the Erie watershed, where the annual steelhead season is just
beginning. Annually, PFBC waterways conservation officers (WCOs) apprehend and cite 5-6 individuals for large cases of poaching. These individuals typically have in their possession dozens of fish over
the legal creel limit.
“We’ve had violators in the past who have simply handed the WCO cash to pay the small fine,” added
PFBC Commissioner Glade Squires, who represents the agency’s southeast region and chairs the Law
Enforcement Committee. “Now our WCOs have the tools to hit them hard in the pocketbook and to send
them to jail for a longer time. And if a poacher has a current license, we can suspend that license for up
to five years.”
The law also substantially increases the penalties for individuals who fish while their license is suspended. Previously, that violation was a summary offense of the first degree, subject to a $200 fine. The
penalty is now a third degree misdemeanor, subject to a fine up to $5,000.
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Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited
PO Box 1132
Williamsport, PA 17703

Submission deadline for the January 2013 Issue of the Susquehanna Ripples is December 27, 2012.
Please consider submitting a story, picture, review or anything of interest.

Upcoming Events

Chapter meetings

November 14, 2012
Monthly Meeting featuring Mitch Blake updating
Marcellus Shale activities and members updating
about their fishing trips around the Country

Held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month
and are open to the public and begin at 7:30
pm.
Meetings are held at the First Presbyterian
Church of Williamsport in the Fellowship
Hall, 102 East 3rd Street, Williamsport. Parking is in the rear of the Church along Mulberry
Street.

December 1, 2012
2013 Fishing Licenses Available online
January 1, 2013
New Fishing Licenses Required
January 9, 2013
Monthly Meeting

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

February 13, 2013
Monthly Meeting

John Glenn
Blaine Johnson

March 13, 2013
Monthly Meeting

Our Membership stands at 204 Members!!!!

April 10, 2013
Monthly Meeting
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